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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
by Sue Ann Barnes, President - Friends of the Library Board 

Several years ago I found this quote: 

"Never mistake knowledge for wisdom. One helps you make a living, the 
other helps you make a life." 
---Eleanor Roosevelt (PBK, Radcliffe College, 1941) 

And I added it to my email signature. I was recently retired and thinking 
about how to make a life in my retirement years, where making a living was 
not the primary goal of each day. When Ken Newman, who serves as the 
program chair on the Friends Board, began to talk about potential programs 
for this year, this quote seemed to fit in with his suggestions. His topics and 
speaker suggestions were about making a life, not a living. At our last board 
meeting he brought the suggestions before the board and we have 
constructed a program year that we believe you are going to enjoy and that 
will enrich your life adding both wisdom and a bit of knowledge.  

For the fall we have a wide ranging group of programs beginning in 
September with one whose roots are close to home. Ken Newman, retired 
educator from the Madison County School System and Professor of 
Educational Leadership at Union University, 
will review Before We Were Yours. This is a 
fictionalized account of a young girl named 
Rill and her four siblings who lived on a 
shanty boat on the Mississippi River in 1939.  
After their mother was rushed to the 
hospital, the siblings were snatched by 
strangers who said they were there to care 
for the children until the parents were able 
to return.  In reality, the strangers were 
emissaries from a Tennessee Children’s 
Home Society, which was operated by the 
infamous Georgia Tann of Memphis.  The 
story tells of Rill’s efforts to keep her sisters 
and brother together in a world of danger 
and uncertainty. 
 

In addition to Ken’s synopsis of the book, Carolyn Malone, an adoptee of 
Georgia Tann, will tell her story of being placed in a loving home in 
Memphis, which will assure listeners that there were many happy endings to 
the Georgia Tann saga. 
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In October we will explore a topic whose roots are in Appalacia when Cody Blue 
Miller, who serves St. Luke's as Interim Organist & Choirmaster, comes to talk to us 
about Melungeons. I ran into that word sometime ago when I read a book Wanda 
Scanlon recomended as we were sorting books for a book sale. It was Big Cherry 
Holler by Adriana Trigiani. I went to wiki then and now for you: 

From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

Melungeon (/məˈlʌndʒən/ mə-LUN-jən) is a term traditionally applied to one of 
numerous "tri-racial isolate" groups of the Southeastern United States. Historically, 
Melungeons were associated with the Cumberland Gap area of central Appalachia, 
which includes portions of East Tennessee, Southwest Virginia, and eastern 
Kentucky. Tri-racial describes populations thought to be of 
mixed European, African and Native American ancestry. 
 

And then in November we leave the country when Dr. Gary Boutwell 
will explore some of the differences in police and detective 
procedures in Europe and the U.S.  

Gary was a faculty member at Lambuth University and taught in the 
area of Criminal Justice. He and his wife Susan are long time library 
supporters.  He titled his talk:   

Crime Noir:  Mystery writers of Scandinavia, England, Scotland and 
Ireland.  

He will provide  A short review of authors, crime novels and police 
procedures and intends to furnish a list of some authors book titles 
to those who are interested. 

 

A really full and interesting fall is waiting for you on the first Thursdays 
so come and join us at Noon in the Program Room of the Main Library 
on East Lafayette St. Bring a sack lunch and enjoy desserts provided by 
the Friends of the Library during the review. 

Looking ahead to December we have a travel treat when Louis and 
Sharla Amirault come to do a program on Nova Scotia. Though Sharla 
was born in southern Mississippi and both she and her husband have 
lived and worked in Jackson for many, many years. They are going to 
introduce us to Louis’ birth place, Annapolis Valley in Nova Scotia. He 
considers himself an Acadian, descended from the original Cajuns who 
were expelled in 1750s by the English. Come and enjoy learning about this wonderful part of the world and a bit of 
its history.  

Having heard from several of you about how you miss the huge June book sale that we used to do with the 
Foundation, I wanted to let you know that I miss it as well. But, what we have now is much more manageable, 
especially with the help of several volunteers and staff. Deserving of special thanks are volunteer Allen Hardin and 
staff member Otis Taylor.  Our sorting space and display space are both much smaller, but we try to keep our 
display space fresh and when you buy a book you help that process and you support the Friends and your Library. 
Your membership is our other source of income, so don’t forget to renew for this 2018-2019 season and be a real 
Friend of the Library.   

Hope to see you at a program this fall and remember Friends can use volunteers for sorting and pricing books and 
for providing refreshments for our meetings. But you can also volunteer to help the Library in other ways, just ask 
at the circulation desks or the Tennessee Room if you have time to give.  

2 



3 

TRUSTEES COLUMN 
by Elaine Christian 

Traditionally, a 50th wedding anniversary is known as a 
Golden Anniversary, and that practice dates back to the 
Holy Roman Empire when a husband would crown his 
wife with a wreath of gold. We recognize this time as 
special because it signifies not only the longevity of the 
relationship, but the deep commitment the couple has 
for one another.  I think the same thing can be said of 
the relationship between our community and the 
Library, as we prepare to celebrate our 50th Anniversary 
at our Main Library with a special series of events on 
Saturday, September 15. While we have been here in 
this building for a long time, what is truly golden is the 
level of commitment the community has shown over 
these years toward our Library, and in turn, the care and support the Library and its staff have provided to the 
community.  
 

Many things have changed over these past 50 years in 
how we serve the community, whether that be changes 
to our physical space or changes in programming and 
technology. What hasn’t changed is our commitment 
to serve what I like to call the “100 percent.” The 
Library has been and will continue to be a place that 
welcomes everyone and strives to provide the same 
level of services, regardless of age, sex, race, or 
socioeconomic status.  
 
 

Compared to the Library’s 50th Anniversary, the 8th 
annual Books of Madison County fundraising dinner is still in its early years, but it nonetheless has become an 
important tradition that benefits the Library in numerous ways. This year’s event on August 21, “A Night of 
Southern Humor,” will feature award-winning author and Vice Provost of the University of Memphis Lambuth 
Campus, Dr. Niles Reddick. The success of this event year after year is truly due to the hard work of our 
Foundation “Dream Team,” for their commitment has firmly established The Books of Madison County as the 
premier fundraising event for our Library in the hearts and minds of the community. Their dedication is more 
precious than gold to me, and for that I am thankful.  

Before Charles Dickens wrote in A Christmas Carol that Tiny Tim behaved “as good as gold,” the phrase was used 
in the early days of paper money to connect its value to 
that of gold. I cannot think of a better way to talk about 
our Library staff than that they are as valuable as gold. 
With more than 80 new summer library programs spread 
out over eight weeks, they did an outstanding job serving 
this community and attracting well over 1,000 people to 
these events. Additionally, a newly implemented volunteer 
program and junior volunteer program provided a ready 
supply of enthusiastic adults and young people willing to 
lend a hand too.  

I hope you join me in my belief that our Library, its staff, 
and our volunteers are to be treasured, and celebrating 
this important milestone in our history is indeed golden.  
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LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
by Dinah Harris 
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LIBRARY FOUNDATION NEWS 
by Wanda Scanlon 

Happy Birthday!!   Not many of us relish turning the half century mark, but  fortunately that won't affect The 
Foundation's 50 Year Celebration for the Eight Annual Books of Madison County Event.   We hope to see you 
Tuesday, August 21 for A Night of Southern Humor with Jackson's own Niles Reddick.   I first met Niles when he 
joined our church, shortly after moving to here to serve as Provost of the University of Memphis.  It has been a true 
pleasure to get to know this witty author and all round nice guy.  His stories of growing up in a Southern family 
will ring true as they tickle your funny bone with eccentric characters.   

We are excited to celebrate this 50 year milestone.  As a native Jacksonian one of my earliest memories is the old 
Carnegie library I first began visiting at 5.  It was a magical place where I learned of new people, places and things; 
one summer actually reading 48 biographies in 2 months.  At the new location I spent many nights beside fellow 
high school students researching term papers. I am and always will be a library lover; it is a source of pride to see 
its progress thru the years.   

Please help as we celebrate and enjoy Niles' presentation.  Our silent auction will again feature dinner parties, 
events, holiday cookies, dessert of the month and special merchandise for bidding.  Join us for a night of fun, good 
food, and humor as we ring in the big 5-0 for  JMCL.  For ticket information call 731-425-8600. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NEWS FROM THE TEEN ROOM 

by Jessi Rieger 
The school busses have resumed their routes. Folders, pencils, and notebook paper are displayed on the sale aisles 
of grocery and superstores.  The weather is…well, still really hot (this is West Tennessee).  Here in the Teen Room, 
we are winding down from the excitement of a fun and non-stop Summer Library Program and settling in for an 
autumn that promises many bright spots in teen programming. 

Science, technology, engineering, and math continue to be a focus for the Teen Program, as we find new ways to 
benefit from the STEM grant we received this year from the Tennessee State Library and Archives and the 
Department of Economic and Community Development. In August, look for the Sphero SPRK Field Day. Teens 
can participate in the Field Day in any of three ways: compete using their own programmable robots, join one of 
the teams using the three Sphero SPRK+ robots which belong to the library, or design and create obstacles for the 
robots to complete. The Sphero SPRK Field Day will take place August 22 from 5 to 6:30 in the program room at 
the Main Library. 

September will bring two exciting new collaborations between the Children’s and Teen Programs. The first is the 
STEM Libratory, a themed STEM event that will explore a specific concept with each meeting, and the second is a 
monthly Scratch meetup. Look for more information, including specific dates and times, when the September 
calendar is released! 
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“No book is really worth reading at the age of ten which is not equally – and  

often far more – worth reading at the age of fifty and beyond.” 

                                                                          C.S. Lewis 



ADULT SERVICES COLUMN  
by Jenci Spradlin, Adult Services Librarian 

Bringing People Together Year Round 

Summer is not only our busiest time of the year in terms of programming, but it’s our busiest time in terms of 
the number of people coming into the Library. It represents our best opportunity to connect with those in our 
community and allows us to gauge patron interests and capture the interest of those who perhaps don’t attend 
programs during the year. That is why the generosity of the Friends in funding our summer programs benefits 
the Library year-round.  

By joining forces with our children and teen programs, summer programs have become even more family-
friendly, and the number of people who registered for our summer programs bear that out. We had over 600 
total registrations! While the majority of registrants were young children, we have seen an uptick in our adult 
registrations, particularly by parents. Our primary goal is to get people reading, and there is no better way to 
instill a love of reading in young people than for them to see their parents doing the same.  

This year, we dedicated Wednesday afternoons to what we called “Crafternoons.” From painting rocks to making 
ice-cream, families with children of all ages worked on these fun projects together. The kids were proud of their 
creations and were excited to get positive feedback from their parents, other adults, and Library staff. On any 
given Wednesday, we had an average of 60 attendees; when we made ice-cream outside, we were thrilled to have 
over 140 children and adults gathered to enjoy a sweet treat. It goes without saying that this program will be 
repeated next summer. Together with the variety of programs specifically for kids and teens, a host of new 
programs have been created for the fall that we hope will build upon our summer successes.  

Another summer program that will continue into the fall are Friday Flicks, with titles selected to appeal to our 
adult patrons. We served popcorn and soft drinks for a true movie experience and had a wonderful turnout. We 
recognize the need to provide opportunities for the adult patrons who spend their days with us to have fun, and 
the afternoon movies did just that. There is something powerful about being in a room full of people from all 
walks of life to share laughter and to recognize shared interests. Our theme for the summer was “Movies that 
Rock.” Showing films that featured stories about musicians or music, we had people humming and singing along 
to hits by artists such as Buddy Holly and Jerry Lee Lewis. This fall, our film series will include westerns, action-
adventure, and even football-themed movies. It has become something that our patrons look forward to every 
week, and it is our hope that we can transfer that engagement into attendance at a few new programs, such as 
showing inspirational Ted Talks to be followed by group discussions in October.  

Connecting people is one of our core missions, and it is vitally important toward building a stronger community. 
Each interaction helps us learn something new and leads to a better understanding of how people want to 
connect to our Library, as well as what they would like to do. This could not happen without the support of the 
Friends of the Library, and we are always appreciative of the value you place on funding not only our summer 
programs, but other programs throughout the year. Be sure to check out our calendar for these upcoming 
September and October events, including our second Shakespeare in the Park production of “A Midsummer 
Night’s Dream” at the Amp September 27, 28 and 30. 

“Connecting people is one of our core missions, and it is  

vitally important toward building a stronger community.”
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT NEWS  

by Jennifer Kilburn 

Happy Birthday to the Library!  Birthdays are exciting times for children, and there’s going to be lots of 
celebration in the Children’s Department this fall in honor of the library’s 50th.  The party will be on Saturday, 
September 15.  We’ll welcome a hilarious ventriloquist/puppeteer, Crystal Birdwell,  at 2 p.m. and follow it with 
an ice cream party.  If anyone wants to bring a birthday present to the library, we are asking for Lego blocks or 
figures, used or new.  It is going to be a fun party for all ages of children, so spread the word! 

The summer was busy from the time we opened until we closed every day.  Children were here for programs, 
story times, playing games, checking out books, and just making new friends.  Now that school has started back, 
we want everyone to keep coming in, so we’re offering some new events for a wide variety of interests. 

Starting in September, we’ll host a monthly STEM “Libratory” for ages 8-16.  Each month we’ll introduce a 
science, technology, engineering, or math concept and have a fun activity to work on together.  Also, for kids 
interested in computers and coding, we’re starting a SCRATCH meet-up once a month.   SCRATCH is a free 
programming language and online community where you can create your own interactive stories, games, and 
animations.  Both of those programs will be for tweens and teens and will require pre-registration by emailing 
jmclkids@gmail.com. 

Lego & LEAP (Learn, Explore, And Play) was a huge success during the summer.  For the Fall, we’ll be offering 
this again on days when JMC schools are out for inservice and during Fall Break.  Anyone is welcome to join us 
to build and play together. 

Story Time continues for the little ones on Tuesday and Friday mornings, but we are adding a monthly evening 
Pajama Story Time.  Get the kids fed, bathed, and ready for a bedtime story at the library the first Tuesday of 
every month at 6:30. 

We have a new Facebook group to keep parents and grandparents aware of what’s going on at the library.  Search 
for JMCL KIDS group and ask to join.   

Bring the kids to the library and let them find something to read for fun.  We have so much to choose from.  If 
you need suggestions or if you need something you can’t find, feel free to ask.  Ms. Jennifer is glad to help you.  
Call us or email jmclkids@gmail.com.  

 

 

Summer Fun 
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Even Target Gets It! 
 

 
You can  
get the  
power  

of  
imagination  

at your  
library! 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Purchase a book from our  
sale shelves and you could be this 

 

HAPPY! 
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NEW A/V  
MATERIALS  

at the Jackson Madison 
County Library: 

(from Mike Baker,  
Media Librarian) 

 
 

Music CDs 
 

Revamp  The Songs of Elton 
John and Bernie Taupin  
 by Various Artists 

Golden Hour  
 by Kacey  Musgraves 

The Essential  
 by James Taylor 

Icon 2 
 by Marvin Gaye 

Lost On You LP 

 
  

DVDs 

The Handmaid's Tale 

Tully 

Rampage 

The Shape of Water 

Ready Player One 

 

Audio Books 

The Woman in Cabin 10   
 by Ruth Ware 

Mudbound 
 by Hillary Jordon 

The Vine That Ate the South 
 by J.D. Wilkes 

The Soul of America  
 by Jon Meacham 

Every Woman's Dream  
 by Mary Monroe 
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Friends of the Library and AARP Programs 

Your Friends of the Library cooperated with AARP to present a Fraud Watch Panel Discussion program June 19. 
The expert panel included: Lt. Byron Taylor of the Jackson Police Department; Officer Abe Jones of the Madison 
County Sheriff Department; Ms. Sherita Graham, BancorpSouth Bank;  and Mr. Harold Beaver, Moderator, 
AARP Volunteer Leader.  

 

The event was well attended and informative and so the 
Friends and AARP are going to join to do two other  
presentations, one in the summer and one in the fall.  

 

 

Careversation  
August 21 

AARP TN and the Friends of the Jackson-Madison County Library will co-host a "Careversation" workshop in 
Tuesday, August 21,  from 1-3 p.m. at the downtown location 433 East Lafayette Street. This program will include 
facilitators who will lead conversations on self care, self efficacy and local resources for caregivers. The event is 
free, open to the public and light refreshments will be served. 

 

Presenters include: 
 Lara A. Firrone, board-certified Neurological Physical Therapist  
 

 Dr. Cathy Ammerman, testim ony on personal caregiving experiences, Fam ily Nurse Practition-
er, and Professor of Nursing at Union University  

 

 Regina Smith, Manager  of Senior  Services for  W est Tennessee Health Care and facilitator  for  
the Jackson Alzheimer's Support Group  

 

 Shelley Hale, Director  of the SouthW est Developm ent Distr ict/ Area on Aging and Disability, 
also National Family Caregiver Support Program 

 

Display tables will be set up on other caregiving resources including some for veterans and door prizes will be 
given away.  

For questions contact Deaconess Carolyn Lawhorn phone: 731-394-9795 email: clawhorn1@hotmail.com 
 

 
AARP Smart Driver  

October 23 & 25 

This is an eight hour course which will be held in the Program Room of the Main Library, 1-5 p.m. on each day, 
Tuesday, October 23 and Thursday, October 25. The course “provides research-based information to help you 
update your driving knowledge and skills. By participating in this course, you are taking advantage of an im-
portant opportunity to learn how to drive more safely and confidently. In fact, research shows that as a result of 
completing the course, most people make positive changes to their driving behaviors.”  

The course has a registration fee of $20 (non-AARP) and $15 (AARP member) and provides each participant 
with a Guidebook as well as the eight hours of instruction. To help you decide, if you want to take the course, 
there will be a free one hour introduction and discussion on Tuesday October 2 at 1 p.m. in the Program Room at 
the Main Library.  

For questions contact Deaconess Carolyn Lawhorn phone: 731-394-9795 email: clawhorn1@hotmail.com 

We hope you can join us for one or both of these events.  
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The Jackson-Madison County Library, in partnership with our PBS station, 

WLJT, the Friends of the Library, and Books-A-Million, will host a special 

event in coordination with the PBS series, the Great American Read that 

will air this fall. The event will take place at the Library on Tues., Aug. 28 

from 4 – 6 p.m. and will provide an opportunity for people to vote for their 

favorite book out of the 100 top books selected by the American public 

earlier in the spring.  Children can enjoy a special story time and visit by 

Curious George, along with crafts and refreshments. For kids ages seven to 

12, Nashville author and illustrator, Susan Eaddy, will be conducting a 

hands-on workshop demonstrating her unique illustration technique using 

clay. Reservations for the workshop must be made in advance as space is 

limited to 40 participants. Those interested in signing up can email 

Jennifer Kilburn at jmclkids@gmail.com. The Friends are invited to join us 

to assist with the event, welcome guests, and participate.  Contact Jenci 

Spradlin at jspradlin@madisoncountytn.gov if you are interested.  
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TECH NEWSFLASH 

Zoe Pride reports that the use of tech services has dramatically risen over the summer. She said that use of Artist 
Works, with world-class instruction through self-paced video lessons from Grammy Award-winning music and 
artistic professionals went from 4 uses in May to 55 uses by July. At the same time Universal Class, where you 
can take courses in subjects you enjoy for Free! And when you complete a course successfully you earn 
Continuing Education Units (CEU), went from 163 to 251. The popularity of the Regional E-book and Audiobook 
Downloads (R.E.A.D.S.) has been increasing steadily since January of 2012 with 731 checkouts to 5897 checkouts 
in May 0f 2018.  This was a very good rise in usage over nearly seven years. But Zoe reported a jump to 6475 
checkouts made in July. Zoe had a big smile on her face when she stopped me in the library the other day to 
report these increases in usage that she thought were stunning. To what does she attribute this increase?  

To this newsletter! 

So now I have a big smile on my face! Over the last couple of issues Zoe had provided printed material about 
some of these programs, and your interest in them was enhanced. Some of you even brought your Bookends with 
you to the library and asked how to access and use the programs. Your board had been discussing the printed 
copy of Bookends and its expense, but we continue to feel that we need both the electronic and printed versions 
to keep in touch with all our members.  

Remember that the Friends board members are listed on the back of this newsletter and that we want to be 
responsive to your needs, so let us know if you have a concern that we can address or an interest that we can take 
into consideration. Also remember that the staff of your library is always willing to help you get the most out of 
your library.  So please try something new, they are there to help make it easy for you.   

Submitted by Sue Ann Barnes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New launchpad tablets available ...take off  and have fun too!  

#commoncore#python #librarylife #werock 
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First Thursdays • Noon 

September 6, 2018 • Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate and the Georgia Tann stories.  
 Presented by Dr. Ken Newman and  Carolyn Malone  
 

October 4, 2018 • Melungeons of central Appalachia 
 Presented by Cody Blue Miller  
 

November 1, 2018 • Crime Noir: Mystery writers of Scandinavia, England, Scotland and Ireland 
 Presented by Dr. Gary Boutwell  


