
 

THE FALL ISSUE 2019 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 
by Ann Van der Linde, President - Friends of the Library Board 

Hello, current and prospective Friends of the Library, 

It is my pleasure to be the new Chair of the FoL, following Sue Barnes’s 

most able and experienced leadership. Thank goodness she lives right 

across the street from me!  

I am a library lover from the time I could first read. I remember trips to the 

library with my many sisters, each of us checking out the maximum 

number of books allowed, reading happily and constantly through the 

summer. Mom even had to make a rule: No reading between 1-3 pm! Go 

outside! I am delighted to continue my library association for reading, as 

well as for the pleasure of your company at our library events. 

We do have some lovely events coming up. Come to our first First Thursday, 

September 5, noon to one in the big meeting room. We will meet and hear 

from writer Hannah Horch, who has written Enchanting Beauties, a book 

set in Brownsville during the Big Depression. It is historically accurate, has 

mystery and romance, and I can hardly wait to read it. 

Our October First Thursday speaker will be Susan Cushman, a Memphis 

writer who has written about her travels through Mississippi, meeting with 

Friends of the Library groups. We are diverse and entertaining groups; I 

mean, just look at us. So, come to all our First Thursday presentations on 

the first Thursday of every month, September through May, bring your lunch 

if you like, and have dessert and coffee with us.  

In November’s program, Rodger Holtin will explain how the great Mississippi River flood of 1927 became 

context and inspiration for some blues and popular music of the era. The sounds of original recordings, 

along with the songs’ words will be used in a PowerPoint presentation. This should be a wonderful blend 

of music and history.  

Another event not to miss is the Library Foundation’s big fund-raiser, “A Night of Southern Humor”, 

Monday, August 19. Our keynote speaker will be Bill Haltom, a Jackson local who knows how to tell 

stories, as does any man who wears seersucker. Join your friends at the Jackson Fairgrounds at 6 pm for a 
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lovely evening and a wonderful cause. You can 

call the library, 731-425-8600, for tickets and 

information. 

You will find in your newsletter your FoL re-up for 

membership for 2019-2020. Please fill that out 

include your check, (and any extra donation you 

would like to make), and get it back to us. The 

membership dues provide the bulk of the funds 

the FoL gives to the library programs, so please 

help us help the library. 

I look forward to seeing many people I already 

know, and to meeting many more of those special 

folks, Friends of the Library, in the coming years. 

And check out some books! 

 

LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
by Dinah Harris 

“Open Doors with Screens Installed” 

 

Last month Dinah explored some of the meaning 

of JMCL “Opening Doors” tag line and this 

month she takes it further with some material 

that she prepared for the Tennessee Library 

Association. It is lengthy but your editor looked 

for ways to cut it and found only a few.  SAB   

 

I have noticed that although many libraries may 

have “open doors” some people are still not being 

served because of screens that have inadvertently 

been placed on the other side of the open door. 

Screens are anything that prevents any person 

from having access or only limited access to what 

the library has to offer. Libraries should become 

more aware of these barriers to service and find 

ways to remove them. 

Public libraries have been given a number that 

reflects their official service area population. This 

is the number of people in the library’s county or 

so many miles radius of a branch library. Taking 

the number of library cards the library has issued 

and dividing it by the service population number 

tells what percentage of the population actually 

has a library card. The good news is that there 

are also many people who use the library 

without a library card, because some services do 

not require one. At JMCL, anyone can use a 

computer, attend a program or meeting, read 

the newspaper, or do any other number of things 

without possessing a library card. This means 

the percentage of users versus population is 

probably several percentage points higher.  

With that said, library staff and volunteers need 

to look for ways to serve the population that is 

not being served. Libraries need to find ways to 

say yes and to make it easier for people to use 

the library, not harder. A solution to remove 

barriers is not always possible, but libraries can 

start by looking at some of the reasons people 

may not be taking advantage of the materials, 

services, or programs they offer. 

Sometimes the location of the physical library 

building is an issue. This is the main reason 

libraries open branch locations. However, it is 

very important for library management to think it 

through before opening a branch. One of the 

primary things to consider would be whether or 

not the existing library facility is funded 

adequately. If not, no matter how badly a 

branch is needed, why would a second location 

be opened? The end result would be two sub-par 

locations where services are limited at both. 

Librarians should look for other options to 

provide services such as pop-up programs in off-

site locations or a partner in the target area that 

might make a portion of their space available as 

a site for drop-off and pick-up. It is very 

important to remove the proximity barrier as 

much as possible while being smart and creative 

about it. 

Libraries also need to be sure and serve all 

social classes. Sometimes it is easy to cater to 

one economic level; this is usually whichever 
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group library staff is most comfortable with. All 

groups need to participate in the library. This 

helps encourage tolerance and understanding in 

the community. Inclusion allows everyone to see 

that they are a valued member of the community 

and gives the more endowed a venue for service 

and philanthropy. 

One of the biggest screens people tend to run into 

is one involving fines, fees, or other user charges. 

The Library Bill of Rights, Article V, is interpreted 

as follows: 

 

All library policies and procedures, particularly 

those involving fines, fees, or other user charges, 

should be scrutinized for potential barriers to 

access (American Library Association, 1993). 

I realize many libraries are dependent upon the 

money raised from fines and fees to even perform 

basic library operations, but needs and access 

somehow have to be balanced. In my many years 

working in the library field, I have seen many 

unreasonable fines and fees forced upon the 

population being serving.  

Many times these screens are imposed to teach 

library patrons responsibility. The thought is that 

if they are forced to pay money when they are 

late, they will learn to return items on time. In 

reality, that is not how it works. The ones with 

means will keep the items as long as they desire 

and just pay the fine. Their economic status buys 

them extended access.  

Once financial barriers are addressed, libraries 

can look at the limits imposed on materials 

allowed for checkout. Most libraries limit the 

number of items a cardholder can check out at 

any given time. This is a necessary evil because 

of the size of collections. Libraries should look at 

their policies and determine whether the limit is 

in line with the size of the collection. 

Then, there is the actual check out process 

itself. Does the library require a library card 

specifically be presented for checkout? Is there 

any other type of identification that would work? 

A driver’s license would be positive proof of 

identification and should be an acceptable 

alternative. What if someone has a copy of their 

library card on his/her phone? Libraries that 

want to remove barriers should think these 

situations through and see if a solution can be 

devised before denying service. When presented 

with the digital copy of a library card, JMCL 

decided to put a note on the cardholders’ 

accounts stating they had a copy of the card on 

their phone and having them designate a 

number or word that had to be given in 

conjunction with the phone image in order to 

use it for checkout. This gave the cardholder the 

convenience desired while protecting access to 

the account as well.  

Outside of policies and procedures, sometimes 

library buildings themselves could be restricting 

access. For example, cats and libraries have 

been friends for a long time. Cats seem like the 

perfect addition to any library because they are 

quiet and can help keep the mice away. 

However, many people are allergic to cats. A cat 

in the library does prevent some people from 

being able to use the library. Cat dander on the 

books would even prevent them from being 

delivered outside the library. Live plants could 

also present the same issue if there were an 

overabundance of them.  

Signage in libraries can create an atmosphere 

that says “No” instead of “Come on in!” Signage 

can definitely contribute to a positive or negative 

atmosphere in a library. Libraries should use as 

few signs as possible and try to present a 

positive spin on the ones that must be 

displayed. Also, library décor can be an issue. 

Could a photograph or painting be an image that 
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is offensive to one particular group of people? For 

example, there is a true story of a large portrait of 

Nathan Bedford Forrest hanging in a library. This 

might be seen to some as just a portrait of a 

famous general from the Civil War. To others, 

Forrest is seen as the first grand wizard of the 

KKK. A large portrait of Forrest should not hang 

in a library because it creates an unwelcoming 

atmosphere for segments of the people entitled to 

library service, so the portrait was removed. 

Décor does matter, and the people served are far 

more important than anything else. 

Making sure libraries are ADA compliant is a very 

important aspect of removing barriers. This also 

goes for Library websites. Is your library’s website 

easy to navigate and read for the visually 

impaired and differently abled library patrons? 

The color scheme, readability, and the number of 

clicks it takes to reach pages all matter. 

Personnel issues can also create a barrier to 

serving people. Library employees and volunteers 

need to remember that libraries are not their own 

personal clubhouses. They belong to the public, 

and personal beliefs and prejudices should not 

hinder delivery of materials or services to anyone. 

An air of superiority has no place in the library. 

Library staff and management should be 

approachable, appreciate diversity, and have a 

service attitude.  

So who are the ones that require a barrier? 

People who are continually violating the rights of 

others while in the library are the only people 

who should need to deal with a screen. These 

would be the ones who panhandle, steal items, 

and participate in other problematic behaviors. 

Banning is a type of screen that libraries use to 

restrict access for these types of people. Our local 

library begins by having people leave for the day. 

With each offense, the length of time increases. 

Banning for life is something that should be 

avoided if at all possible and should never be 

done lightly or over frivolous issues. 

My challenge to library staff and volunteers is 

this. Ask yourself if there is anything that you 

can do differently to remove the barriers. Self-

examination will help us discover where these 

barriers exist. Opening our hearts, doors, and 

minds requires more than just lip service; we 

must remove the screens as much as possible. 

 

EDITOR’S SHARE 
by Sue Ann Barnes 

After Toni Morrison’s recent death I was looking 

on line for some of her quotes and a post on 

Bookriot by Holly Genovese on 8-11-19, caught 

my attention. Holly is a Ph.D. student in 

American Studies at the University of Texas at 

Austin, concentrating in African and African 

Diaspora studies, as well as Women's and 

Gender Studies. She has been published in Teen 

Vogue, The Washington Post, Electric Literature, 

The La Review of Books, and many other 

places. Her article was titled 12 GREAT TONI 

MORRISON QUOTES TO REMEMBER AS WE 

MOURN HER LOSS. Here is her opening and 

some of the quotes. Find the rest on line at: 

https://bookriot.com/2019/08/11/toni-morrison-

quotes/ 

“The internet—at least the book-adjacent 

internet—is mourning Toni Morrison, particularly 

through powerful quotations. Here are some I 

found striking as I grieve (and settle in to read 

all of the Morrison I have not yet finished). I 

hope they might help you mourn, inspire you,  

or engage you in her work if you haven’t read it 

already. She wrote (or spoke) about love, 

racism, politics, and the meaning of life. 

Radically, she considered herself to both be 

working within the literary canon while also 

making political art.” -Holly Genovese 
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TONI MORRISON QUOTES:  
 

“We die. That may be the meaning of life.  

But we do language. That may be the  

measure of our lives.” 

“And I am all the things I have ever loved: 

scuppernong wine, cool baptisms in silent water, 

dream books and number playing.” 

“You are Your Best Thing.” 

“I get angry about things and then  

go on and work.” 

“A dream is just a nightmare with lipstick.” 

“Oppressive language does more than represent 

violence; it is violence; does more than represent 

the limits of knowledge; it limits knowledge.” 

“Books are a form of political action.  

Books are knowledge. Books are reflection.  

Books change our mind.”  

 

TRUSTEES COLUMN  
by Elaine Christian 

Tennessee Room is a Treasure House  

of Information 

Walt Disney is quoted as saying, “There is more 

treasure in books than in all the pirate’s loot on 

Treasure Island.” How true that saying is as we 

think about our library! With the addition of 

technology within our library, treasure is not only 

found within the pages of books, and one of those 

places is in our Tennessee Room! 

The Tennessee Room is dedicated to genealogical 

research and the preservation of local history. Not 

only can guests spend time flipping through 

hundreds of books chronicling both Tennessee 

history and local history, but they can access 

thousands of records electronically. These records 

include tens of thousands of indexed obituaries 

and the archives of The Jackson Sun. Databases 

are available for deeper genealogical research as 

well. While not out in the public area, many 

physical treasures are carefully preserved in 

archival boxes such as old letters, photographs, 

and pamphlets. There is also a collection of 

marriage records dating back to the early 

1800’s, funeral records from Smith Funeral 

Home and Griffin Funeral Home, and Madison 

County land records from 1850. One could 

spend days within the walls of our Tennessee 

Room and still not discover all of the treasures it 

contains. 

Thanks to both donations from the Library 

Foundation, as well as capital funding from the 

City and County, the Tennessee Room will be an 

even more welcoming place for guests. The 

Library Foundation has helped purchase two 

new microfilm machines, four desks for all the 

microfilm machines, a gate to separate public 

and archive area, and a new welcome desk. 

County and City capital funds will fund new 

carpeting and new shelving for the public area 

and the private area. I would be remiss if I didn’t 

thank our wonderful staff in the Tennessee 

Room for their commitment to the preservation 

of history and of making history accessible to 

our community. Thank you Jack Wood, Evelyn 

Keele, Jimmy Wilkins and all the Tennessee 

Room volunteers!  

I encourage you to visit the Tennessee Room 

and discover all it offers. It truly is a treasure 

house! 
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“Reading has been shown to put our brains into a 

pleasurable trance-like state, similar to relaxation, 

and it brings the same health benefits of deep 

relaxation and inner calm. Regular readers sleep 

better, have lower stress levels, higher self-esteem, 

and lower rates of depression than non-readers.” 

From “Can Reading Make You Happier?”  

by Ceridwen Dovey, The New Yorker, June 9, 2015

 Contributed by Ann Van der Linde 



 

NEWS FROM THE TEEN ROOM 
by Jessi Rieger, Teen Department Manager 

Summer days are wrapping up, and in the teen 

library world, that means that the hectic days of 

Summer Reading are giving way to programs for 

teens already busy with school and extracurricular 

activities. September, October, and November 

will find many opportunities for teen patrons to 

drop by the library to craft, game, watch anime or 

movies, or simply hang out with friends.  

Mondays are perfect for crafting, with Teen Craft 

every Monday from 4-5 pm. No matter your level 

of crafting or art experience, you’ll be able to 

make something from the provided supplies. If 

Mondays aren’t your day, check the calendar for 

one of our Teen Drop-In Programs. Usually 

scheduled during school off-days (such as in-

services or fall break), Drop-In Programs are 

scheduled for at least four hours, allowing teen 

patrons ample opportunity to drop by and do a 

self-paced activity, craft, or game. Check out our 

calendar for details. 

Sometimes our teens want to kick back and catch 

up on movies and motion picture media, and the 

library is the place for it this fall. Anime Club 

meets every Saturday from 3-4 pm, and is a great 

opportunity for anime and manga fans to discuss 

favorite fandoms, find new favorites, and meet 

people with similar interests. If you’ve ever asked 

yourself, “who would win in a fight, Goku or All 

Might?” then Anime Club is the place for you. 

Teens and tweens with a preference for big 

screen entertainment may prefer our monthly Kid 

and Teen Movie. Upcoming titles include Teen 

Titans Go! to the Movies, Goosebumps 2, and 

How to Train Your Dragon: the Hidden World.  

For movie schedule details, please check our 

calendars: in the library, online, or on our 

Facebook events page. 

Anyone who watched Stranger Things may be 

wondering about Dungeons and Dragons; if so, 

we have the program for you! One evening per 

month, the TableTop Gaming Club will meet to 

play D&D, Magic: the Gathering, Warhammer, 

Goat Lords, Pirate Fluxx, Chess, Dominoes, or 

any other tabletop game of your choice. 

TableTop Gaming Club is open to teens and 

adults. See our calendar for meeting times! 

 

CHILDREN’S NEWS 
by Jennifer Kilbrun -  

I’d like to first thank the Friends of the Library 

for the Summer Reading Program this year.  

We had wonderful participation and turnout.  

The space theme was fun to work with and kids 

really enjoyed coming to the library to see what 

was going on and new to read each week. 

Thanks to the Friends’ contributions, we were 

able to have a kick-off party, a finale party, 

weekly crafts and science activities, and weekly 

performers for the kids. The pirate show was 

amazing. Tom Mason and his Blue Buccaneer 

were impressive musicians and singers. We’re 

hoping to have them back again soon.  

We celebrated the 50
th
 anniversary of the  

Apollo moon landing with a library visit to the 

planetarium at the U of M Lambuth campus  

and also a moon cartoon showing with WLJT.  
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The kids had fun using Oreo cookies to depict 

the phases of the moon. 

For our finale party, we 

turned the Program Center into a glow-in-the-

dark dance room and even had glow-in-the-dark 

face painting! It was fun for the kids and relaxing 

for the parents and we’ll plan on doing that 

again sometime, too. 

This Fall, now that it is a bit quieter in here 

during the day, I’ll be working on replacing a lot 

of the classic children’s books in our collection 

and getting multiple copies of the most favorite 

ones. We want to be sure that our library is 

offering what the children in our community 

need most. If you have any requests or 

suggestions about what the Children’s 

Department could add to help your family, 

please let me know. 

ADULT SERVICES 
by Jenci Spradlin, Adult Services Librarian 

Last fall during the celebration of our 50
th
 

Anniversary, we hosted a local author showcase 

that featured 27 authors promoting their work.  

It was a wonderful opportunity for these local 

authors to not only interact with the community, 

but to interact with each other.  

Over the past few years, Shayne Plunk, our 

Circulation Manager, has worked hard to 

support aspiring authors through participation in 

National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) 

events in November, encouraging writers and 
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authors to gather on Saturdays to write and 

support each other. He has expanded this 

engagement to hosting Camp NaNoWriMo 

events, and supporting a new group, the 

Jackson Writer’s Club, that now meets on the 

second and fourth Thursday of each month from 

6–7:30 pm.  

As we continue to support the local writing 

community, we will again host a local author 

showcase on September 7 from 10 am to noon, 

at the Main Library in the Program Center. We 

invite local authors to sign up now through 

August 24 to participate in the showcase. On 

our website we have a link to an online form 

that can be used to register to participate in  

this event.  

If you aren’t an author, we invite you to join us 

on this day to meet these authors. We are also 

scheduling some of these authors to give brief 

talks about their works and their writing process 

throughout the showcase.  

Growing and supporting the area’s creative 

community is an important part of the work we 

do here at the library, and we hope you will help 

us in that goal by supporting this upcoming 

event.  

FROM THE TENNESSEE ROOM  
 

The Big Maybelle State Historical Marker was 

unveiled July 24, 2019 

There was a brief 

ceremony at the site, 

followed by a program 

and reception at the 

Legends of Tennessee 

Music Museum. The 

Marker is on the east 

side of Highland Avenue Hwy 45 opposite 

Jackson Post Office on Martin Luther King Drive. 
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Sue Davis 
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FIRST THURSDAY PROGRAMS • NOON 
 

September 5, 2019 • Hannah Horch, author of Enchanting Beauties 

 

October 3, 2019 • Susa Cushman, author of Friends of the Library 

 

November 7, 2019 • Roger Holtin, The Mississippi flood of 1927 
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Kathleen Huneycutt 
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731-616-5726 

 

Dr. Jerry Woods 
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