
 

THE WINTER ISSUE 2019 

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

by Ann Van der Linde, President - Friends of the 

Library Board 

Good day, my Friends of the Library, 

Oh my gosh! It’s Thanksgiving! Christmas!! Yikes!!! Don’t worry, we 

have you covered for gifts. Come to the FOL One Day Book Sale on 

Saturday, November 23, 9 a.m.-5 p.m. Come early to get the best 

books at great prices; come late (3:30-4:30 p.m.) to get the best 

deals. You can go home with a bag full of books for only $5 if you 

wait. Bring your own bag and stock up! 

We have had great programs on our First Thursdays: Enchanting 

Beauties in Depression era Brownsville; stories from 

Mississippi Friends of the Library; the Great Flood of 1927 and how 

it caused the blues to be sung. And on December 5, we will be 

entertained by Dennis Renshaw telling his tales from walking the 

Appalachian Trail. 

Stick with us Friends, we will take you to wondrous places! 

The library Holiday Party will be held Thursday, December 19, and 

we are encouraging Friends to contribute “real food” for the pleasure 

of our guests. Please call me for information and ideas. It’s a lovely 

party, and you will feel good about yourself for joining us. 

Are you using your library? So much wonderfulness in one building! 

Or two, if you love your North branch. Join us on Thursday, January 

2 to learn how to use the Tennessee Room to research your family. 

Get the latest best sellers and thrillers before your friends even see 

them. Learn to knit! Get relaxed and rebalanced with Tai Chi! The 

Jackson-Madison County Library has it all, and it’s all for you. 

See you at the library, Friends. 
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LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
by Dinah Harris 

Everyone who knows me well at all knows that I 

am a lover of the holidays and Christmas music 

especially. My grandson recently asked me why I 

loved Christmas music so much. My answer was 

that I loved the joy and hope the music parted 

and the happy memories of holidays past 

(particularly the family gatherings) that it brought 

to mind. I’m sure that is one of the reasons that I 

like for the library to be a gathering place for joy 

and hope during the holiday season. So many do 

not feel joy nor hope during the holidays. Since 

the library is a place of community building, we 

would like to lift and inspire others.  

The joy we share with our guests during the 

holiday season is our way of showing the 

community that each person is important. Each 

person matters and is valued and accepted as is.  

The library staff is a great example of how people 

with differences of race, religion, and sexual 

orientation can live and work together in peace. 

My hope is that the community will see our 

example and copy it. My hope is that each person 

that visits the library will feel respected and lifted 

up. 

Whatever holiday you celebrate this winter, I 

invite you to come to the library and share hope, 

joy, and love with the community. We will be 

having a special holiday party for the community 

on Thursday, December 19 from 1-3 p.m.  

Please join us! 

As my gift to you, please enjoy the following 

poem I wrote in 2001 about the holiday season.  

 

The sounds of Christmas soothe the soul 

As carolers sing of peace, joy, and love 

The tinkling of bells, the ringing of chimes, 

As we focus on the gift from above 

 

The smells of Christmas tingle the nose: 

Peppermint, cinnamon, and  

evergreen trees 

The scent of baked goods in the kitchen 

Made from secret family recipes 

 

The sights of Christmas delight the eye, 

Decorations of red, gold, and green 

The twinkling lights, the candle’s glow, 

The live nativity scene 

 

The flavors of Christmas wake  

the taste buds: 

Boiled custard and peanut butter balls 

Christmas cookies and special candies 

To nibble on while decking the halls 

 

The feelings of Christmas refresh the spirit 

From snowflakes that tend to excite 

To the depths of love between family  

and friends 

As they gather on this holy night 

 
 

EDITOR’S SHARE 

by Sue Ann Barnes 

This column will be used to 

share reviews, material and 

thoughts sent to the editor at 

barnes-s@charter.net by any member of Friends 

of the Library, any patron of the JMC Library or 

any reader of this newsletter. So save that email 

address and share your views, reviews or bits 

and pieces with those who love books and 

libraries. 

”Reading has been shown to put our brains 

into a pleasurable trance-like state, similar 

to relaxation, and it brings the same health 

benefits of deep relaxation and inner calm. 
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Regular readers sleep better, have lower 

stress levels, higher self-esteem, and lower 

rates of depression than non-readers.” 

From “Can Reading Make You Happier?”  

by Ceridwen Dovey, The New Yorker,  

June 9, 2015 

Contributed by Ann Van der Linde 

Usually I read thrillers, spy 

stories and fast paced murder 

mysteries so I was skeptical 

when my friend Ann passed me 

"Leaving Time" by Jodi Picoult. I 

had never read this author but I 

will be looking for her books 

from now on. This wonderful 

story packed with fascinating 

information about elephants surprised me with a 

WHAT! moment almost at the end. It was a twist 

I never saw coming that made a good read into a 

fabulous one. Even better it came at the bargain 

price of $1 from the Friends shelves of bargain 

books. Thank you Friends for all that you do for 

our library.  

Contributed by Patti Simpson 

Lisa See has done it again - “The 

Island of Sea Women” chronicles 

the life of two girls Mi-ja and 

Young-Sok from different 

backgrounds born in the 1930s 

on the island of Jeju. The book 

spans many decades in Korea 

and the United States; but more 

interestingly the life of the haenyeo-female free 

divers who engage in dangerous work harvesting 

abalone, squid and other sea treasures from the 

unfor-giving sea.  

My husband first learned of these women (now 

considered Korean national treasures) while 

watching CBS Sunday Morning. 

Their lives and culture are brought to life by Ms. 

See as she describes their diving, under water 

conservation and sea farming practices all while 

living in the shadow of oppression, poverty, and 

war. She gives an understanding of a truly unique 

culture and the women who have to work within 

its constraints. Chalk this one up as another great 

read from a prolific author. 

Contributed by Wanda Scanlon 

On opposite sides of the globe, two women 

struggle to answer similar questions:  

Where should I be? 

What should I do? 

Who should I be with? 

Recently I bought some mugs from a gift and 

book company and as I was shopping I saw a 

title that my sister had recommended and then 

one that was about a bookstore. How could I 

resist? I added them to my order and they have 

been my late summer reading. And maybe they 

would be good reads for you as well.  

“The Keeper of Lost Things”  

by Ruth Hogan will appeal to 

anyone who has picked up a 

piece of broken china or an 

abandoned glasses case and 

wondered about the owner.  

It is set in England and like 

many of the new English TV 

mysteries interleaves time, place, people and 

mystery until it makes the connections between 

its varied characters and their stories and the lost 

is found.  

“The Bookshop of Yesterdays” by 

Amy Meyerson is set in the Silver 

Lake area of Los Angeles between 

Griffith Park and Dodger Stadium 

and Echo Park. The death of an 

uncle brings a young teacher back 

where she finds the inheritance of 
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a book store involves more mystery and soul 

searching than the puzzles set by her uncle. She 

must deal with the past before she can construct 

her future.  

Both of these novels are first ones for their 

authors, so I think we can expect more wonderful 

reading in the future.  

Contributed by Sue Ann Barnes 

TIDBITS FROM THE  
TENNESSEE ROOM 
By Evelyn Keele, Tennessee Room Archivist   

The Tennessee Room has its two additional 

digital microfilm readers installed and available 

for use by our patrons. Our new vertical file 

cabinets are also in place, housing the box 

dividers, as a sturdier and more stable way to 

store informational files.  

Processing special manuscript collections 

continues. Volunteer Ron Pennel processed the 

Thomas and Jim Cade Photograph Collection, 

which shows Cade Motor Company at 347 N. 

Royal, the building vacated by Marathon Motor 

Works. The collection has pictures of 1920s 

Dodge cars, and reveals that Cade Motors 

participated in oval track racing in Jackson, 

Tennessee and other locations. This collection 

provided a photograph to be published in a book 

about Marathon Motor Works. 

Volunteer Ricky Long processed the donation of 

records from First Christian Church, founded in 

1867. The church closed in March 2019. The 

collection contains membership rosters, 

yearbooks, and photographs of members, among 

other records. He also completed the Harris 

World War II Letters—correspondence of Madison 

Countian Vernon Harris to his family members. 

Vernon Harris was killed in WWII and was 

posthumously awarded the Distinguished 

Service Medal. 

Many projects are long-term efforts. Volunteer 

Sandra Kelly continues to index the Jackson Fire 

Department Log Books, and is now indexing 

fires recorded in 1952. Volunteer, Linda 

Freeman continues to organize the Jackson Sun 

Photograph Collection (1970s-1980s) in 

spreadsheet format. Staff member Jimmy 

Wilkins, continues to index the obituaries in the 

Jackson Sun. He is now working in May 1968. 

This index covers 32 years of newspaper issues 

and has over 57,100 listings.  

Often, we discover additional papers or receive 

related donations after a collection is processed.  

Volunteer Brenda Veerhusen is organizing an 

addendum to the Timberlake Collection, a 

collection of materials that came out of the 

Timberlake house at 601 East Main Street. The 

materials were donated after the completion of 

the previous project. 

Archivist Evelyn Keele is working on an 

addendum to the Seale Johnson Collection. This 

addendum deals with Johnson’s involvement 

with the Madison County Historical Association 

and their major project of producing the book 

Historic Madison for the Tennessee 

Sesquicentennial in 1946.  

We continue to strive to make more of our 

special collections available for research through 

organization and archival storage. We appreciate 

the Friends of the Library and the Library 

Foundation for supporting our efforts with 

needed supplies, equipment, and funding. 

Tennessee Room  

Jackson-Madison County Library 
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Patrons may call the Tennessee Room through 

the main library number, or they may call our 

direct line at 731-300-3980.  

There is a Tennessee Room blog at  

http://tnroom.wordpress.com  

Email for Jack Wood, Tennessee 

Room head librarian is 

tnroom.jw@madisoncountytn.gov 

Email for Evelyn Keele, Tennessee Room 

assistant librarian is 

tnroom.ek@madisoncountytn.gov 

 

LIBRARY BOARD 
by Elaine Christian 

One of the most important things we can do as a 

Library Board is to look to the future to ensure 

that we are not only meeting the needs of our 

community today, but tomorrow. Some people in 

the community may see the library as simply a 

place where you can check out books, but those 

of us who use our library know better. The 

commitment we have and continue to make in 

technology and technology resources ensures that 

our community has access to the tools and 

materials they need for enjoyment and learning in 

this digital era. But, we also must look to our 

library’s physical space and opportunities for 

growth in the services we provide. 

Both the Library Board and Foundation Board 

have recently secured the services of Mr. Anders 

Dahlgren, founding principal with Library 

Planning Associates, to conduct an in-depth study 

of our library system to help us determine what 

we need to do in order to be the kind of library 

our community desires and to have the kind of 

library space that allows us to fulfill our mission 

for decades to come. 

Mr. Dahlgren will be conducting meetings with a 

variety of stakeholders in December, as well as 

meeting with various patron groups, in order to 

get a clear picture of what our community wants 

out of their library. This is a very exciting process 

that will provide us with invaluable information. 

He will be looking closely at our buildings to see 

if our current spaces can be modified and 

expanded to provide these services, or, if perhaps 

we need to think even bigger with new spaces. 

We simply won’t know the answers to these 

questions until he has conducted his research. 

His final report will then give our board options 

for our future direction, and engaging the 

community in the process will help with overall 

support for those options. Regardless of where 

this process leads us, we are firmly committed to 

taking the steps necessary to make our library a 

place that fosters literacy, supports community 

and community-building, and provides access 

technology, and we look forward to what the new 

year will bring. 

 

WINTER PROGRAMS 

January 2020 

Kathy Haney Williams is a native 

of South Jackson and loves all 

things genealogical and historical. 

She is an active member of the 

Daughters of the American 

Revolution, the Mid-West 

Tennessee Genealogical Society, 

and the Bemis Historical Society. 

She has two grown sons, two 

grandchildren, and her husband Butch. She 

frequently has articles published in The Jackson 

Sun.  

Kathy describes the Tennessee Room as--

Jackson and Madison County’s Best Kept Secret. 
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up pair of sneakers. Later, 

wrenched away from his 

siblings due to his mother's 

drug addiction, Jawara was 

moved from group home to 

group home and was 

dubbed a "home boy" by 

his cruel classmates in 

school. Throughout all this 

he persevered and followed 

the advice of a teacher to 

keep a smile on his face at all times and fight for 

what he wanted. His positive mindset paid off, 

and today Jawara is a successful Attorney.  

By sharing his story he hopes to inspire others by 

reassuring them that "No matter what you are 

going through today, I promise you, you will all 

be winners in life." 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

 

Kathy goes on to say, "Our ancestors are waiting 

to be discovered in the Tennessee Room. Many 

sources are available to assist our research for the 

history of family, city, county, state, and country. 

The staff is very knowledgeable in assisting in 

these searches and in providing guidance." 

The January program will feature the Tennessee 

Room sources and staff, as well as other sites 

Kathy recommends, as well as highlights of her 

own family research. 

 

February 2020 

Assistant Federal Public Defender Jawara Griffin 

joined the Western 

District of Tennessee 

Federal Defenders as 

an Assistant in 

October 2018 after 

having worked at The 

Committee for Public 

Counsel Services in 

Massachusetts and 

the Maryland Office 

of the Public Defender (Baltimore City). He 

believes that every person has the right to 

competent and effective legal representation 

regardless of their socio-economic status. 

Jawara has earned the reputation of being an 

aggressive trial attorney ready and willing to fight 

every legal issue that arises. He travels the 

country as a motivational speaker urging youth to 

realize their greatness and assuring them that 

they can overcome any obstacle.  

He is the author of Homeboy, an auto-biography. 

At the age of eight, Jawara griffin was left alone 

with three of his brothers and one sister in their 

dilapidated home in North Philadelphia. He 

struggled, stole and somehow made it through 

with just a few shared pieces of clothing and torn 
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Look Forward to Spring! 

In March, Big Maybelle Smith 

will be portrayed by Rosie 

Robinson for a very special 

 Women’s History Month 

First Thursday Program 
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOARD feel free to contact us 

President 
Ann Van der Linde  
731-736-2433  

 

Vice-President 
(Membership)  
Janet Hetzler 
731-225-6053 

Vice-President 
(Programs) 
Dr. Ken Newman 
731-424-1927 

Treasurer 
Sue Davis 
731-422-1319 
 

Secretary 
Kim Hoeldke 
731-256-8050 
 

 

FIRST THURSDAY PROGRAMS • NOON 
 

December 5, 2019 • Dennis Renshaw, Adventures on the Appalachian Trail 

January 2, 2020 • Kathy Haney Williams, Tennessee Room, Jackson/Madison County’s Best Kept Secret 

February 6, 2020 • Jawara Griffin (Black History Month) author of Homeboy, an autobiography  

Information Officer 
Kathleen Huneycutt 
731-668-5996 
 
 

Refreshments 
Sharla Amirault 
731-664-8854  

 
 

Refreshments 
Wanda Scanlon 
731-394-7985 
 
 

Bettye Labry                                                                                                 
731-664-3154  

 

Daryl Hubbard 
731-616-5726 

 

Dr. Jerry Woods 
731-424-6325 
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Editor:  
Sue Ann Barnes 
731-422-5253 
 

 

 JMCL Director: 
 Ms. Dinah Harris 
 731-425-8600 
 

 

 Literary Resource: 
 James Cherry 
 731-422-2524 

http://www.jmclibrary.org/

