
Bookends 

The President’s Corner 
(My Swan Song) 
 

by Sue Ann Barnes, President, Friends of 
the Library Board 

Well this is it, my last presidential 
contribution to Bookends. But thinking 
of swans has taken me back to the 
beginning of my term in July of 2010, 
when the library was going through a 
very rough time and even further back 
to when I was president in the early 
2000s and the library struggled to keep 
pace on stagnant funding.  

The library has never been an ugly 
duckling. Periodic facelifts, the 
addition of a branch library, the 
infusion of public and private funds, 
and the gifts of time and talent 
contributed by special people like Sue 
Blass and Judy Pennell created and 
recreated a place that patrons could 
embrace.  

The support of the Friends of the 
Jackson/Madison County Library 
enhanced these efforts, as did the 
leadership of the President and Board 
of the Friends who sought grants, 
invited guest speakers, encouraged co-
operation with local institutions and 
promoted participation of the 
community. Nor has the library ever 
been devoid of caring and dedicated 
staff. 

New A/V Materials 
at the Jackson-

Madison County 
Library: 

(from Mike Baker,  
Media Librarian) 

 
Music CDs 

Shakes Boys & Girls 
 by Alabama 

New 
 by Paul McCartney   

Celebration Day 
 by Led Zeppelin  

The Truth 
 by Ledisi 

Alabama & Friends 

 

 

 DVDs 
The Legend of Hercules 

Dead Man Down 

The Secret Life of  
 Walter Mitty 

Secrets of the  
 Viking Sword 

Free Birds 

 
 

CD Audio Books 

Home 
 by Toni Morrison 

Miss Julia to the Rescue  
 by Ann B. Ross 

Hell is Empty  
 by Craig Johnson 

And the Mountains Echoed  
 by  Khaled Hossini 

A Storm of Swords  
 by George R.R. Martin 
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But there were times when the library has 
been understaffed and when the staff has 
b e e n  u n d e r a p p r e c i a t e d  a n d 
undercompensated.  

In the summer of 2012 the Library Board 
(not the FOL board, though we were asked 
to participate) began to face the fact that 
some things needed to change and engaged 
in a self-study that came to grips with the 
relationship with the library funding bodies 
(the city and the county) and with the 
private management firm (LSSI).  

There was a lot of review and projection, 
a lot of thinking and talking, a lot of 
dreaming and planning as this visioning 
committee imagined the kind of library that 
Jackson/Madison County residents need 
and deserve.  

They envisioned a library responsive to 
the needs of its patrons, a library that was a 
resource for its community and a place for 
people to connect. 

 FOL board members Margaret Rucker, 
Scott Cohen and I participated in this 
process and agreed with the Library Board 
vision that had The Friends taking a larger 
role in creating programming and 
providing support for staff initiated 
programming.  

You can now see the results of these 
efforts in: 

 Management of the library by the 
Library Board, 

 New Director Dinah Harris, 
 Brighter, refurbished and more 

welcoming Main Library, 

 New larger location for the  
North Branch,  

 Fresh and accessible circulation area, 
 Revitalized staff, 
 Increased programming and services 

for adults, teens and children. 
My swan song is a Song of the Swan, a 

story of the community and the library that 
has served it for more than a century. This 
is a tribute to you, the patrons and 
supporters of the library. You recognize the 
importance of literacy, community and 
technology.  

You trumpet loudly and clearly your 
support for this public institution by using 
it, by being a member of its Friends, by 
coming to its programs and events by 
checking out a book or DVD, by visiting 
the Tennessee Room, by taking a class, by 
using a computer, by having a meeting at 
the library, by bringing a child to story 
hour, or by coming to the book sale (see 
details in this issue). Thank you for your 
continued support of this beautiful and 
needed library.  

As president I want to thank all who have 
served with me on the Board of the Friends 
of the Jackson/Madison County Library:  

Current Board Members: Gwenda 
Anthony, James Cherry, Annette Cooley, 
Elzie Danley, Dorcas Davis, Kathleen 
Huneycutt, Charles Mayo, Jane Moore, 
Margaret Rucker, Matt Tomlin, and Lan 
Wang. 

Former Board Members: Harbert 
Alexander, Anita Brooks, June Creasy, 
Scott Cohen, Ken Newman, Tyler Swindle 
and Ray Tanner. 
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And I want to extend my special thanks 
to Perry Burrows who will be the president 
of the Friends beginning in July, 2014 and 
Ken Newman and Edwardo Morales who 
will join the board, replacing out going 
members Sue Ann Barnes, Kathleen 
Huneycutt and Charles Mayo.  

To all the staff and the director of the 
library: Thanks for all the help with 
programs, with publicity, with ideas and 
for your time. 

Hope to see you in our library, after all it 
belongs to every citizen of Jackson/
Madison County, so enjoy it, it is YOURS!  

 
 

Editor’s Column 
by Scott Cohen 

I want to thank Sue Barnes for her 
valuable service to the Friends of the 
Library. She is finishing her second term 
as President. She has been tireless in 
working with the Friends group in getting 
grants, improving library services, 
coordinating the book sale and getting the 
newsletter to the Post Office. 

I have worked with Sue in other 
capacities and have been very impressed 
with her leadership. 

She will always be a library user and will 
continue to advise the Friends of the 
Library. 

 
 
 

Library Director’s Column 
by Dinah Harris 

So many exciting things are going on at 
the library! Since our last newsletter, 
several personnel changes have occurred. 
We have hired a reference librarian, 
Whitney Norwood. Whitney most recently 
worked as a Reference Librarian at Freed 
Hardeman University. She is also assisting 
with our Teen programming. We are so 
happy to have her on board! Look for an 
interview with her in this newsletter.  

Also, in an effort to elevate our level of 
customer service, we have hired two 
circulation managers: one for the Main 
Library and one for the North Branch.  

Rebecca Allen will be at the Main 
location. She comes to us with quite a bit 
of customer service experience; she has 
worked at front desks waiting on 
customers and even managed a business 
before. I believe you will love her soft 
smile and desire to serve. 

Brooke Rosel comes to us with quite a 
bit of library experience having worked in 
the library off and on since she was fifteen 
years old. She recently graduated from the 
University of Tennessee Martin with her 
Master’s in Education. She too has a soft 
smile and a desire to serve.  

Mirasol Fitzgerald will be leaving us in 
June to join her husband in Texas. When I 
first came to the library, Mirasol was 
working part-time. I saw very quickly that 
she was a huge asset and raised her to a 
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full-time position. Since then, Mirasol has 
worked tirelessly to serve the community 
and has been a great help to me personally. 
We will all miss her greatly, but we wish 
her much happiness in the future. 

Because Mirasol was the employee that 
took care of our bilingual collections/
programs, we have added a new part-time 
bilingual staff member. Her name is Jessica 
Cuevas. She currently will work only at the 
North Branch, but we hope to be able to 
increase her hours in the future where she 
can translate programs for the Hispanic 
population.  

In addition to the personnel changes, we 
have been working diligently to provide 
library customers with programming that 
will meet their needs and desires. Our 
summer schedule is packed with 
programming for kids, teens, and adults. 
We have brochures for each age group. Be 
sure and pick one up when you visit the 
library. Registration begins June 7.  

Please let us know if there is anything we 
can do for you!  

 
 

Interview with Perry Burrows, 
New President (July, 2014) of 
the Friends of the Library 
 

What is your background?   
 I was raised on a farm in Shelby 

County, but many of my family helped 
me to see that there was much more 
beyond those experiences. My maternal 
grandparents had a great impact on my 
life, as did my mother. 

Many of my 
elementary and 
high school 
teachers were 
h i g h l y 
instrumental in 
extending my 
w o r l d  f a r 
beyond the local 
scenery. Those 
were the days 
when a teacher could call upon a few 
parents to drive a small group of students 
to Memphis for concerts, theatre, or 
important events.  

As the oldest of four children effectively 
raised by our mother, it was necessary for 
me to work my way through two degree 
programs at the University of Memphis 
(the Memphis State University). A 
position was available when I graduated 
in December, and I taught remedial 
through advanced placement English for 
number of years.  

 I married my wife, Glenda Medlin 
Burrows, in 1995, and we settled on a 
sheep farm in Lexington, TN. Shortly 
afterward, I began teaching again. My 
greatest reward in teaching was in my 
work with at-risk high school students 
who had been removed from the regular 
classrooms for various reasons.  

I took an early retirement from teaching 
in 2010 for health reasons, and now spend 
my time in various ways, including 
running a space in Yarbro's Antique Mall 
and doing a little writing when the urge 
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hits. I write some poetry, but I am better 
with historical fiction prose.  

 

How have you used libraries in the past? 

Libraries are one way in which the 
world is made smaller for all of us and we 
share the experiences of writers by 
reading their words. I have always had 
something to read around me, and I enjoy 
capturing words, interpreting them, and 
expressing them. Even in high school in 
the 1960's I worked in the library and 
enjoyed talking with the librarian about a 
particular book or publication.  

 I think that the success of a society can 
be traced to the population's participation 
in reading and studying the work of 
others. The library is an expansive vehicle 
that opens doors of imagination and 
knowledge through which the readers and 
participants can venture. Libraries are 
important as means of including diverse 
populations and segments of our society.  

 I think this is more important today than 
perhaps any other time in the last fifty 
years in our country, but no society has 
succeeded without actively embracing 
other people and the artistic expressions 
they bring with them. 

 

What are your duties as President of the 
Friends of the Library? 

 I am just getting the tip of this iceberg 
under my skin. I was asked by a close 
friend, Jackson novelist and poet James 
Cherry , if I would be interested in serving 

on the Board of the Friends of the Library. 
I expressed the desire to pursue the idea, 
and before I knew it I was on the Board 
and had been elected Board president in 
the same meeting. I was shocked, and I'm 
still learning what it is I am supposed to 
do. 

Guidance and direction from all other 
board members, past and present, will be 
extremely important for me, but I see 
myself as a leader of a group of society 
members who realize the importance of 
the library system in a city, an importance 
that is far reaching and multi-purposed. I 
want to help the FOL bring more literary 
art expression into the region through 
programs organized by and affiliated with 
the library.  

That is one way in which we indirectly 
increase our client base: Bring in artists 
with whom the citizen groups within the 
area can directly identify.  

Jackson has an increasingly large 
Nigerian population. We just submitted a 
grant application last month to bring one 
of the most diverse and talented literary 
artists of the century to Jackson next 
April, Nigerian born essayist, novelist, 
poet, humanitarian, and screenplay writer 
Chris Abani. 

 

What kinds of books do you like to read? 
Do you have a favorite? 

 I enjoy history and looking into it to 
find the smiles, challenges, and scars that 
punctuate its importance for all of us. 
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Historical fiction is also a genre' I use in 
my own writing.  

 

Do you read books on a Kindle or other 
device? 

 I read books and what I find on the 
Internet. I am not gadget oriented and 
have not learned to appreciate the other 
devices. I like to smell and feel my 
reading material.  

 

What do you see as the biggest challenge 
facing the Jackson-Madison County 
Library? 

This is a big question, but it is one that 
is reflective of the growing urban society 
of Madison County. The library system 
needs to identify needs of the population 
and do its part to fill the respective 
cracks. That is perhaps the greatest 
challenge because we all get caught up in 
our own worlds and spheres of influence 
and fail to see beyond our self-imposed 
boundaries. 

 I think the library is doing this under 
the current leadership and management. It 
is a major challenge to identify these 
needs and work toward filling any 
shortfall. 

 

What are some of the things that you 
would like the Friends to do in the future 
that they are not doing now? 

 It seems to me that the Friends of the 
Library are functioning very well in 

bringing issues and people of interest into 
the library to share with the public.  

 The FOL have been fortunate to have 
been led by individuals with boundless 
energy and wisdom. I feel very fortunate 
to be a part of FOL, and I am confident 
that we will continue to grow and assist 
the library system as time passes. Ask me 
this question again next spring; from what 
I've seen so far, my answer will be the 
same! 

 
 

Children’s Department News 
by Jennifer Brewer, Children’s Librarian 

The Summer Reading Program this year 
will be awesome. We are expecting crowds 
of kids and we couldn’t be happier about it. 
We promise to keep them busy, learning, 
and well-entertained. 

The theme this year is Boom!Fizz!
READ! We’ll be starting it off with a big 
registration day in the park complete with 
face painting, science experiments, and a 
visiting fire truck. This will be from 1-4 
p.m. Saturday, June 7. At that time, teens 
and adults can also register for their reading 
programs. 

Then, every Wednesday, we’ll have a 
special guest entertainer/educator. First will 
be Mr. Bond’s Spectacular Science Show. 
Last year, he surprised us with liquid 
nitrogen! We learned a lot and had a great 
time.  

 We’ll also have a magician, a puppet 
show, a group of Dalmatian dogs, a shadow 
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puppet show, and Mr. History will present 
Dinosaurs! Those programs are every 
Wednesday at 3 p.m., but you’ll need to 
register and get tickets first. 

Story Times will continue as usual. For 
preschoolers at the North Branch 
Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. and at 11 a.m. 

 Downtown, I’ve started one on Saturday 
mornings at 10:30 a.m. It makes for a great 
start to the weekend to come down to the 
Farmer’s Market or one of the local 
restaurants and stop in the library for songs, 
games, stories, and a craft.  

We also offer Story Time at the Main 
Library on Tuesdays and Fridays. Over the 
summer, older kids can come to the library 
in their pajamas on Friday mornings to 
watch a movie in the Program Center at 
10:30 a.m. while the little ones have Story 
Time. 

There are some cool things planned for 
the teenagers this summer, too. We’ve been 
thrilled that the Teen Room has been so 
busy. There are books and computers in 
there just for people ages 13-18 as well as 
an Xbox system for them to play on.  

The teen program this year will include a 
zombie party, some classes to learn to do 
new things on the computer, an Anime 
afternoon, self defense class, and of course, 
pizza! There will even be a Talent Show at 
the end which we’re really excited about. 

Please spread the word about everything 
there is for kids and teens to do at the 
library. We are so grateful to the Friends of 
the Library for the financial support each 

year. It is entirely thanks to this 
organization that we are able to offer so 
much to so many kids. It really is a 
worthwhile investment.  

Hundreds of children take part in the 
program each year and in doing so, they 
learn to love reading and they also realize 
that the library is a welcoming place for 
them where they can always come to find 
friendship, books, help, and to gain 
knowledge. Stop by the library this 
summer. Bring the kids and see how much 
fun it is. 
 

 
Interview with  
Whitney Norwood 
 

What is your job title at the Library? 

I am the Reference Librarian. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

What is your background in libraries? 

I began working at my local public 
library in high school, and I loved it. I 
went on to earn a Masters in Library 
Science from North Carolina Central 
University in Durham, NC. Prior to 
coming to Jackson Madison County 
Library, I had been working as an 
academic librarian at Freed-Hardeman 
University in Henderson, TN.  
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What are your duties at the Jackson-
Madison County Library? 

I am first and foremost the Reference 
Librarian. I use my specialized training 
and knowledge to answer the inquiries 
for information that come in to the 
library. These inquiries can span 
everything from a child’s school project 
to running a non-profit and writing a 
grant proposal. I also manage our 
interlibrary loans, work circulation, 
oversee our awesome team of 
volunteers, and am heavily involved in 
the planning and implementation of the 
Teen Summer Reading Program this 
year.  

 

What are your favorite books? 

I read widely, and it’s difficult to 
choose just a few. Right now, I just 
started the Ranger’s Apprentice series 
by John Flanagan. I just finished 
Elizabeth Smart’s book and Scott 
Westerfeld’s Pretties series. I have a 
book about a World War II battle where 
German and British soldiers teamed up 
to fight the Russians that I can’t wait to 
read. I also have several books about 
slow cooking, freezer cooking, and 
healthy cooking as I am particularly 
interested in cooking right now.  

 

Do you have a favorite film?  

Anne of Green Gables with Megan 
Followes, Peter Pan with Mary Martin, 

Finding Nemo and The Day After 
Tomorrow are a few that I go back to 
again and again.  

 

What are the most challenging parts of 
your job?  

Every day I am reminding again of 
how much I still don’t know. If a library 
patron comes in looking for information 
about something I don’t know anything 
about, it can be challenging to find them 
resources quickly, but I work at it every 
day and try to never send someone away 
without an answer.  

 

Please give your thoughts about the 
future of libraries. 

Libraries today bring a unique access 
to credible information that shares the 
cost across many people. This allows 
access to a much larger and diversified 
body of knowledge than would 
otherwise be available. This is a one key 
reason that libraries are important not 
only to our present, but also our future. I 
see libraries of the future as places 
where people come to learn skills (think 
computers or languages), connect with 
information resources (not everything 
can be found via Google), or become 
more involved in their communities. 
They will be a place that helps those 
who need a leg up, entertains those who 
need to relax and chill out, and involves 
those who feel disconnected.  
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Friends of the Library  
Book Sale 
by Wanda Scanlon 

We need help every day from Monday, 
June 2-until the sale is over. However, 
from June 2 until June 4 we need people 
to help sort the books for the sale. Sorting 
the books makes it much easier for 
shoppers to find what they want. 

Volunteers will be needed for the book 
sale itself from June 6 through 8. 

Sue Barnes will send out a signup sheet 
to the Friends by email, but please show 
up even if you have just an hour or two. 
All help is welcome!! 

There is an enormous amount of 
children’s literature for the sale. We are 
doing a preview sale on Thursday, June 5 
from 4-8 p.m. for teachers and home-
schoolers to build their personal libraries. 
If you are teacher or librarian, we would 
like to have you help at this special sale 
for teachers and homeschoolers. 

We are doing the preview breakfast 
again this year at 8-9:30 a.m. on Friday 
June 6 in the Program room where the 
book sale is held. The breakfast only 
costs $5 and is donated by Panera and 
Dunkin Donuts. People who come to the 
breakfast get first crack at the books! 

If you have any charitable 
organizations, prisons, youth groups you 
are in contact with please tell them to 
come by late Sunday afternoon and pick 
out any books they may want. We need to 

make money but it is a shame to throw 
away these books.  

If you have a truck, please help us with 
the remainder of the books after 10 a.m. 
on Monday, June 9. 

We can use you-your input equals our 
success-Questions?? Call Sue Barnes at 
422-5253, or Wanda Scanlon 394-7985.  

 

JACKSON-MADISON COUNTY LIBRARY 

Adult Summer Reading Program                              
June 7th - July 19th  

All events will be at the  
Main Library and are FREE! 

Big Programs Thursdays 
at Noon 

 

June 12— Green Cleaning 

June 19— It’s Not Just About the Books  

June 26 — Essential Oils 

July 3  — Weather  

 with Tom Meiners 

July 10 — The Reading Circle  

 with Ashton Lee 

July 17 — Most Useful Apps 

Tickets each week for reading a book 
checked out from the Library 

Weekly Contests and opportunities  
for a grand prize! 

Contact the Main Library at  
731-425-8600 for further details. 
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Children’s Department  
Summer Events 

Pajama Movies 
Fridays 
10:00 

Storytimes 
Tuesdays and Fridays 

10:30 

Big Programs 
Wednesdays 

3:00 

Kick-Off Party 
Saturday, June 7th 
Come by anytime 

between 11:00 - 3:00 

Contact Jennifer Brewer 
JMCL Children’s Department 
jmclkids@gmail.com 
731-425-8600 



 

Teen’s Department  
Summer Events 
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Big Programs 
Tuesdays 
at 4:00 pm 

Contact Austin or Whitney 
JMCL Teen’s Department 
jmclteens@gmail.com 
731-425-8600 

Kick-Off Pizza & Games Party 
 

Tuesday, June 10th   4 pm-6 pm 
Free Pizza, Board Games, Video Games  

and more! Ages 13-18 welcome! 
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Friends of the Library Board  feel free to contact us 

President 
Sue Barnes 
422-5253 
 
 

Vice-President 
(Membership) 
Dorcas Davis  
425-1983  
 
Secretary 
Gwenda Anthony   
668- 8156 
 

Treasurer 
Jane Maclin Moore 
343-1148  
 
2nd Vice-President 
Programs Chair 
Matt Tomlin  
668-9564  
 
Hospitality Chair 
Margaret Rucker 
427-6345  
 

James Cherry 
422-2524 
 
Annette Cooley 
425-9201 
 
Dr. W. Elzie Danley 
424-7264 
 
Ms. Dinah Harris                                  
Ex Officio 
425-8600 
 

Kathleen Huneycutt 
668-5996 
 
Carla Jacobs  
Ex Officio 
668-0710       
 
Dr. Charles Mayo 
424-0706 
 
Lan Wang 
426-7593 
 

Publications Editor 
Ex Officio 
Scott Cohen 
425-2615 


