
 

THE SUMMER ISSUE 2020 

THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
by Ann Van der Linde 

Hello, dear Friends, 

Well, this is a fine mess we are in! I do so hope all of us are at least 

maintaining our equanimity most of the time, even if not positively 

thriving. There is much hardship out there and much need for 

graceful living. 

I have found some blessings, some means to let go of fear and worry 

for a while. My dogs make me laugh and give me unlimited love. My 

garden provides time to bake in the sun, pull weeds vigorously, and 

enjoy the beauty of the flowers. My garden also provides passers-by 

with beauty, so double duty. My yard gives me the exercise of mowing, 

and thus a good night’s sleep. And my wonderful husband is my 

companion in all things, happy, and worrisome. 

And books! I have so many books piled up next to the bed, on the 

book shelves, on side tables, on the floor next to reading chairs; I will 

never get to read them all! What a fabulous luxury, the anticipation of 

reading a good book. And now that I’m old, if I don’t like a book, I give 

it to the Friends’ collection, fast. No more forcing myself to read any 

book. But the choice! This one or that one, fact or fiction, easy or hard, 

big print or small, contemporary or historical. I read much slower 

now, what with old eyes and napping, but the pleasure is still all there. 

Have you read something that has amazed or delighted or maddened 

you? Won’t you share it with us? Write up a little or a lot and tell us 

about it. Send your news of any kind to Sue Barnes (email on back of 

newsletter). Please share with us, and let us know how you are doing. 

Our next newsletter will feature...YOU. This newsletter features the 

board of the Friends, letting you in on what happening with us. Funny 

how much is happening, even though we hardly get out of the house 

and yard! 

We don’t know what will be next for the Friends of the Library as far 

as face-to-face activities, but we surely do miss you. We look forward 

to seeing each of you in the healthy future. 

You have my very best wishes. 
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LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
by Dinah Harris 

Hello, Dear Friends! How we miss seeing you! We 
would never have thought a few months ago that we 
would be dealing with how to “open doors” for our 
citizens without actually “opening our doors.”  It 
feels much like a roller coaster ride. The good news 
is that we are learning how to roll with the flow.  
 
New programs and services have been developed 
during this time. One that I am really excited about 
is our new Podcast, “Opening 
Doors.” It can be found on most 
podcast providers. You may 
need to search for “Jackson-
Madison County Library” and 
then look for our “Opening 
Doors” logo. We have several 
episodes already up for your information and 
listening enjoyment. If you have a topic that you 
would like for us to discuss in a podcast, please 
email me at dharris@madisoncountytn.gov, and let 
me know. We will see what we can do. 
 
We have added an extension when you call the 
library where you can hear Ms. Jennifer, our 
Children’s Librarian, read a story. Also, Jessi Rieger, 
our Teen Librarian, has also come up with a couple 
of electronic ways of reaching out to our teens. Read 
their columns in this newsletter for more 
information on these new services.  
 
During all of this, we have been conducting our 
annual summer reading programs. Thank you, 
Friends of the Library, for always funding this for 
the community. Even while being closed, we have 
had an average of 125 people participating. The 
Library Team did a wonderful job this year of 
modifying the program to reach as many people as 
possible.  
 
Thank you for bearing with us in these crazy times. 
We, more than anyone, are ready to get the library 
back to normal. Until then, if you have any 
suggestions of ways we can serve you, please let us 
know. Stay safe, and please wear a mask when you 
are out.  

TRUSTEE’S COLUMN 
by Elaine Christian 

Having to stay in-doors and distance from others, 
even those we love, has blurred the lines between 
the celebrations and changes in weather that mark 
our seasons. With our children and grandchildren 

ending their school year early and many forgoing 
typical summer vacations, it can seem as if nothing 
has really changed. This new “normal” 
notwithstanding, your Library Board of Trustees 
has experienced changes both in the projects we 
have completed and changes to our board’s 
membership. 

Throughout this time, your board was able to 
conduct our regular board and committee meetings 
via Zoom. Especially while the library was closed, 
we were able to stay up-to-date on all the 
wonderful ways library staff were providing 
electronic resources and content to the community, 
and we offered our feedback and support while 
Dinah worked with community stakeholders like 
the Health Department to put together a 
thoughtful plan for a phased reopening. We 
applaud the work that she did in making these 
preparations and plans, and I am grateful for our 
board members who went above-and-beyond to 
express their concerns and desires to,  
first-and-foremost, protect our most valuable 
library asset – Dinah and her hard-working staff. 

Our building and grounds committee took 
advantage of this time to finally bring over a year of 
planning to fruition with the restoration and 
improvement of Rotary Park, as well as needed 
landscaping around the building. The park may be 
closed, but you can swing by the Main Library and 
see the transformation, and I can tell you that it is 
amazing! With capital from the City and County, as 
well as a donation from the Jackson Rotary Club, 
the park has a working fountain, lush green sodded 
areas for picnics, and a dedicated place under the 
shade tree for our picnic tables, to name a few. The 
shrubs and trees around the building were 
trimmed, and the entire building and sidewalks 
were pressure-washed.  

Another change during this time was bittersweet. 
We had to say good-bye to a long-time board 
member, Dr. Charles Baldwin. Dr. Baldwin served 
this library for nine years, and I was blessed to 
spend this time with him working side-by-side. His 
dedication to this library cannot be overstated. We 
will certainly miss him, but I have no doubt that he 
will continue to support our work, albeit, from the 
sidelines. His departure has made way for a new 
board member, Dr. Susan Francisco. We are 
delighted to have her join us, after her many years 
of service on our Library Foundation Board. If you 
see Dr. Baldwin, please express your appreciation 
to him, and when you see Dr. Francisco, be sure to 
welcome her to our Library Board family!  
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ADULT SERVICES COLUMN 
by Jenci Spradlin 

It goes without saying that this has been an unusual 
summer, but in some ways, it’s been an exciting time 
to try new things and to reach people where they are 
24/7.  

We appreciate the annual financial support of our 
summer library program by the Friends and this 
summer is no exception. Our summer program has 
obviously not been filled with face-to-face 
performances and hands-on programs, but we have 
been very strategic in our use of these funds in a way 
that not only offers participants hands-on 
experiences but rewards them for reading and 
completing activities in the comfort of their own 
homes.  

The exciting development this summer is our use of 
the website and app ReadSquared. If you haven’t set 
up a ReadSquared account, we encourage you to do 
so. For each age group, you can track your reading 
and complete what are called “missions”, or 
activities, for extra fun and learning. Completing 
readings and missions earn participants badges, and 
this system will allow us to reward those who 
complete these missions with prizes. Missions can 
include hosting a family movie night, visiting some 
of Jackson’s historical and recreational attractions, 
shopping and dining locally, journaling, and so 
much more.  

We purchased composition notebooks for each 
participant to take and use throughout the summer 
to track reading, journal, create, and write. Shayne 
Plunk spearheaded a program this summer to 
encourage writing through his work with Camp 
NaNoWriMo, the national organization that 
coordinates National Novel Writing Month. He’s 
worked on videos explaining various facets of 
writing for all ages. Those are posted on our 
YouTube channel. If you haven’t stopped by to grab 
a journal, come on by! 

We also used our funds to purchase premade kits for 
Take and Make Crafts, giving individuals and 

families the opportunity to create fun projects like 
magical wands, bookmarks, masks, and more.  
Our use of ReadSquared was made possible by the 
Tennessee State Libraries and Archives, who gave 
every library in Tennessee an annual subscription. 
One of the reasons we are so excited about having 
this tool is that we will be able to offer similar 
reading and activity programs throughout the year 
and any funds from our summer program that we 
didn’t use will be applied to these programs – so 
your contributions will make an even bigger 
impact. 

For this reason, we encourage you to set up your 
account and get familiar with using it. When we 
launch other programs, you can help us champion 
its use and expand our outreach to others. Your 
support is even more meaningful during these 
times, and we know you will answer the call, as you 
always do! 

FROM THE TEEN ROOM 
by Jessi Rieger 

The Teen Room feels strange without the usual 
crowd of teens playing computer games, bouncing 
jokes among themselves, asking me questions, and 
flopping into beanbag chairs to read the newest 
issue of My Hero Academia. It’s a challenge to 
serve a crowd that thrives on personal presence 
when the library can’t be open to the public. I’ve 
long believed that the strength of our Teen Services 
program is that it provides, to the best of our 
ability, a familiar and comfortable place for teens 
to gather together, or hang out individually, and be 
accepted as they are. My goal throughout the 
upheaval of the pandemic has been to offer virtual 
spaces that mimic that comfort for teens, as well as 
fun opportunities to interact with familiar library 
staff and access library resources. 

To make an online 
space for teens to 
gather and socialize, 
I created a Discord 
server specifically for 
our teen patrons. 
Access to this space 
is by invitation only, 
and it is monitored 
and moderated by 
library staff. Anyone 
who is interested in 
attaining access for their teen is invited to email me 
at jrieger@madisoncountytn.gov for an invitation 
link. For those who are unfamiliar with Discord, it 
is a free chat app that can be used on a computer, 
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phone, or tablet. Instead of adding friends to chat, 
like a person might do on Facebook, a Discord user 
joins one or more servers. Our server contains chat 
threads for discussion of topics such as books, 
movies, anime and manga, television, art, trivia, and 
virtual programs. If you have any questions or 
concerns, my email is above, and I’m here for 
discussion! 

I know that it can be difficult to choose books 
without browsing the shelves, and I definitely miss 
recommending books to my readers. To help teens 
and Young Adult literature readers of all ages, I 
created a Young Adult Book Kit Request form. You 
can use this form to tell me a little bit about what 
you like to read, what you don’t like to read, and any 
other preferences that might help me choose books 
for you, and I will select three or four books that I 
think you will enjoy and put them on hold for you. 
Visit our Facebook page or our website for a link to 
the form. 

For a bit of fun (and to help promote the library), I 
also made a J-MC Library Teen Room TikTok 
account. So far, we’ve used it to promote the Discord 
server, our Summer Reading Program, our Story 
Spoons, and to show off our new books. With over 
1200 views on our videos, it seems that we are 
definitely providing some entertainment during a 
stressful year! If you’d like to see your library staff 
starring in some very short homemade films, look us 
up on TikTok, @jmclibraryteenroom.  

 

SUMMER 2020 
by Jennifer Kilburn 

It's a very strange time in the Children's Department 
this summer, as it is all over the place.  We have no 
puzzles out, no toys, no iPad, and saddest of all, no 
giggling, playing, exploring children.  It is quiet.    

We haven't quit working, though.  There are other 
ways of building community and encouraging 
children to read.  Explore our website and social 
media and see what you find! 

If you miss browsing the shelves for kid’s books, you 
can fill out an online request form for a bundle of 
picture books, chapter books, or easy readers.  I will 
choose for you based on your preferences and put 
them on hold.  

This year's summer reading program is completely 
virtual.  Children (as well as adults) use an app to 

track reading and complete missions.  Writing, 
drawing, building, and loads of adventures await! 

We have posted videos to Facebook and 
YouTube.  Several are Story Times and a few are for 
journaling prompts and story writing.   

For those not so tech savvy, I have brought back the 
"Dial-a-Story" phone line that I remember from the 
80's when I was little.   Stories are updated about 
twice a week.  Just call the library at 731-425-8600, 
and choose the extension for a story.   

We hope that soon we'll be able to welcome children 
back into the library to have fun again, but in the 
meantime, we are still happy to help however we 
can.  

PANDEMIC READING 
by Ken Newman  

When mid-March arrived, I found myself in a 
quandary.  I'm a busy person.  I supervised two 
history Interns, who required weekly visits in their 
schools.  I supervised three teachers who were 
seeking licensure, each of whom required one more 
visit/evaluation each.  I had six students about to 
engage in a field experience, two of whom would 
require school visits.  The other four were to work 
with an in-school mentor.  All of them required Exit 
Interviews (with never-ending paperwork) at 
semester's end. 

But!  Pandemic time...and panic time.  Schools 
closed, so no in-school visits for a while, which 
turned out to be no visits at all.  I can't handle down-
time, which is exactly where I found myself.  Then, 
Union chose work from home time.  I really didn't 
have anything to work on from home since my 
students were "grounded," just like I was. 

A week or so into this fix, and trying to find 
something constructive to do, I decided I could 
READ.  How about that?  So, I started exploring the 
stacks and bags of books in two closets and on the 
floor and bookshelves of my home study.  Most of 
these books were from several years of the Friends 
of the Library annual, used book sale.  Even though 
I was supposed to be "working" the sale, I couldn't 
resist, especially in the last hours when I could fill a 
bag to capacity for next to nothing. 

 

To this date, I have read 30 books.  Digging into 
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those bags and stacks, I uncovered treasures just 
waiting to be read.  They are basically mysteries, my 
go-to reading preference.  I prefer to read outdoors. 
However, March and April were a little "iffy" 
weather-wise, and my screened in porch hadn't been 
deep-cleaned yet, plus there was a lot more pollen 
on the way.  I would find a sunny spot during cool 
days and then move to the shade as needed. 

I think the book that had the greatest impact on me 
was John Gresham's The Confession.  Written in 

2010, and hidden in the bottom of 
one of my bags, that book evoked all 
sorts of raw emotions as I read.  I 
would get so angry at characters in 
the book, I would almost yell out 
loud at them.  Being the omniscient 
reader, I would get so angry at what 
I knew was taking place and so 
frustrated at foolish actions of those 
who had no clue, I would almost 

yell out loud.  Then, I'd get so angry at John 
Gresham for letting things play out as they did, I'd 
almost yell out loud at him.  In fact, maybe I did yell 
out loud a few times! 

If you haven't read The Confession, I highly 
recommend it. 

A book I'd been saving for just the right time was 
Sue Grafton's Y is for Yesterday, her last book before 
her untimely death.  One day 
recently seemed just the right time, 
so I read it.  What a bittersweet 
moment for me as I had read 
through her alphabet soup 
collection...from A to Y, 
unfortunately not Z. 

Now, I have another stack of books
--soon to be 31--to return to the 
library for a future book sale. 

 
Editor’sNote: Ken provides a really good plug for the Friends 
old style “three day” Book Sale and our recent one day 
clearance sales. Circumstances beyond our control will 
determine when we have our next one day sale or even when 
you will have access to the inside of Main or North Branch and 
the continuing sale shelves in the hall to the Program Center at 
Main and shelves in the hall at the back of North Branch. 
However, we hope to have a cart of filled with books at 
bargain prices outside at both library locations so that you can 
browse. We will welcome your donations when the library can 
open its doors and we can provide the community access to 
those materials.  

 
 

COVID-19 REFLECTIONS 
by Jerry Woods 

Hello FOL Members: 
During the pandemic, I have learned, among other 
things, to be more observant and patient. I share 
these photos from our mini garden as testament 
of these virtues. I hope that we will be able to meet 
again soon. Until then, Be Safe, Be Prayerful, and Be 
Thankful! 

TWO BOOKS/SIMILAR THEME 
by Sue Ann Barnes 

My sister, Karen, had recommended The Weight of 
Ink by Rachel Kadish. I checked it 
out from READS, and when I 
finished, I recommended it to Ann 
Van der Linde, telling her that it 
was a book that alternated 
between an academic setting in 
present day London (in which a 
professor and her student search 
for evidence of the identity of a 
Jewish scribe in 17th Century 
London) and London of the mid-
17th Century (in which the household of a Rabbi deal 
with the struggles of everyday life during the plague 
years.)  
 

Ann did more than recommend a book she promptly 
handed me The Scribe of Siena by Melodie Winawer 

from Friends of the Library book 
sale shelves. In this, book time 
alternates between the 21st and 14th 
Centuries. You will experience the 
joys and comforts and the trials 
and tribulations Siena in both 
times. And, there is a twist in this 
one that keeps you wondering how 
it will end.  
 

In both you will find characters to 
care about, history to reflect on, and learn things 
about the past that both the authors have researched 
diligently.  Both are available in READS and JMCL 
has a copy of The Weight of Ink. 
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Three of them! Ken Follett’s Century Trilogy is all 
that and a bag of chips. The trilogy is about the 
twentieth century, from before WW1 to Barack 
Obama’s election as President of the United States. 
Families from Russia, Germany, England, Wales, 
and the USA are followed through their hardships of 
wars, violence, betrayals, and losses, their joys of 
love, family, successes, and friendships, and politics, 
lots of politics. We get to live with generations of 
each family, learning history the easiest way 
possible... great story telling. Mr. Follett is a 
dedicated researcher, giving us the facts of the times 
while we enjoy reading the stories of people who 
represent the times. Real historical characters are 
included, making the books so realistic. I was a 
history major, back before there was as much 
history as there is now, but I never knew then as 
much as I know now of how it all went down. I have 
more understanding of how the Russian Revolution 
and Communism happened and why. I know more 
about divided Germany after WWII, divided Berlin, 
and what it was like to live under those 
circumstances. What I didn’t know about Woodrow 
Wilson, Harry Truman, the League of Nations, the 
Civil Rights movement, John Kennedy, Robert 
Kennedy, etc. could fill a book. Or three! Good 
reads. I’ve got a copy of each book if you want to 
borrow. 
P.S. I read the books out of order, because I got book 
2 first. In order is better. Believe me.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fall of Giants, Winter of the World, Edge of Eternity.  

 

HOW READING HELPED ME SURVIVE 

CORONA QUARANTINE 
 
by Sharla Amirault 

I am sharing parts of a letter I received last week 
from my daughter-in-law in Orlando.  She was seven 
years old when she and her parents escaped from 
Cuba with only the clothes on their backs. They lived 
in Jamaica for five years waiting to immigrate to 
Miami.  Her letter begins, "When we lived in 
Jamaica, we didn't have a television or even a 
radio.  I was an only child, and we were so poor I 
had no toys.  This is when I started reading!"  

SIMPLE AND RIGHT 
by Janice Rutter 
 

‘What is this newcomer doing at our meeting?’ That 
was the feeling I got when I slipped into an empty 
chair at the Eganville, Ontario, Town Hall. I 
certainly didn’t feel welcome, but I stayed. I was on 
a mission. 
 

In February 1969, my husband was transferred to be 
the assistant manager in the Bank of Montreal in 
this small community (population 1300) located in 
the Upper Ottawa Valley. The beautiful town was 
literally divided right down the middle by the 
Bonnechere River...Lutherans on one side and 
Roman Catholics on the other. Not much room for a 
lonely little Pentecostal. 
 

Before the meeting closed, the chairman asked if 
there were any suggestions regarding improvements 
to the town. I was petrified, but I raised my hand 
and was acknowledged. When I mentioned that the 
town needed a library, for a few moments there was 
silence. Then, it seemed like everyone was talking at 
once. Comments flew supporting my suggestion: the 
old high school would work; books could be 
donated; volunteer services were offered. There was 
an air of excitement in the room. 
 

Later that year (1970), Eganville Public Library was 
open for business. I sat at the desk stamping books 
for happy card holders. My baby daughter, Vicki, 
was the youngest one. 
 

A few weeks ago, I googled that beautiful town 
tucked in the foothills of the Laurentian Mountains. 
The population is still 1300. There’s still a Bank of 
Montreal. On Maple Street, there’s a classy building: 
Bonnechere Union Public Library, right where it 
began. Today, I called and spoke with the librarian. 
She was so happy to hear from me...now she knows 
the rest of the story. She told me the library is a hub 
of activity for the town...there’s always something 
going on. The photos on the website show pictures 
of welcoming rooms and colorful display areas that 
suggest an inviting atmosphere. Over 50 years ago, I 
made a simple suggestion. Looks like I had the right 
idea.  
 

MORE PANDEMIC READING 

by Ann Van der Linde 
 

What is better than a great, thick, fascinating book? 
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Looking at another culture through this book 
reminds the reader how many commonalities we all 
share. 

 

STRATEGIES FOR CARING FOR A  
COVID-19 POSITIVE FAMILY MEMBER 
by Janet Hetzler 

 Quarantine the family member to a separate 

room and bathroom, if possible. Caretaker needs 

to sleep/use different rooms. 

 If severity of the virus is mild and all vital signs 

are OK, the hospital will discharge patient to 

recover at home. 

 Hospital gives you a packet of dos and don’ts to 

follow (slightly overwhelming but very useful in 

containing the virus).  

 The JMC Health Department will be calling you 

and the patient to find out more information 

about when symptoms first appeared and with 

whom you have been in contact. (They will call 

every day to check on the patient and you.) 

 You definitely need support and help from 

neighbors, relatives, and friends. It is very 

helpful to set up a journal application, which 

they can check every day to learn of the patient’s 

status and read your entries.  Caring Bridge is 

the name of the application and is very easy to 

navigate. 

 To keep your sanity and get through this very 

hard experience, try to lower your expectations 

of recovery time.  It took my spouse at least 14 

days of serious illness to recover his desire to eat 

and not be laying down in the bed.   

 As the caregiver, I found that focusing on 

something I had control of was very helpful . . . . 

knitting projects, walking outside, watching a 

Netflix movie, referring to the Bible for comfort, 

and writing in my own personal journal. 

 This experience was very hard.  As the caregiver, 

you will feel many emotions, such as 

overwhelmed, afraid, angry, and alone.  These 

are all normal for this situation.   

 VERY IMPORTANT:  limit the amount of 

network news.  I read that the most reliable are 

the World Health Organization and CDC. 

I hope this can be useful to anyone else going 

through this experience. 

Because she teaches high school literature, her 
summers are usually spent reading the required 
books she will be teaching to her students in the new 
school year rather than her own personal reading 
list.  This year she had time to do both.  Her letter 
continues, "When the pandemic hit and I was at 
home for so long,  
I started reading 
again.  I read 15 books 
from the school district 
list, all the Hemingway 
books you gave me, and 
a few classics that are 
making a comeback 
like Orwell's '1984' .  I 
refused to be another person with anxiety who is 
taking pills.  The books got me through it all!"   

 

FRESH LOOKS THROUGH BOOKS 

by Karen Codjoe 

Title:  The Storm of The Century 

Author:  Al Roker 

NBC Today's Show weatherman 
wrote a very detailed account of the 
Great Gulf Hurricane of 1900.  He 
includes information about 
meteorological instruments and 
weather forecasting tools from that 
era which was very interesting.  The 
story is personalized with a cast of 
characters who survive the carnage 
and rebuild Galveston.  He also describes race 
relations at that time in history and the treatment of 
minorities both before and after the hurricane.   

With so many changes as a result of the coronavirus, 
the book reminded me to appreciate the basics of 
fresh food, running water, and a reliable sewer 
system. 

Title:  Hotel on the Corner of Bitter and Sweet 

Author: Jamie Ford 

This book could be described as 
Henry's (an Asian young man) 
coming of age story, a history 
lesson detailing the interment of 
the Japanese by the United States 
of America, and the proclivity men 
to act on perceived otherness.  The 
author takes these themes into 
Henry's relationship with his 
father paralleled in time to his relationship with his 
son.  The central plot tells of a first love's young 
budding in the midst of the second world war.   
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Like Phil, keep your sense of humor in this time of 

Covid-19. The titles read: The English patient had 

caught it on the beach. “I should have stayed home” 

she said. Now she was in quarantine in the dark house 

of splendid isolation. Still, hope springs eternal. With a 

little bit of luck, common sense and personal hygiene, 

horror stories must end soon. Always remember, clean 

hands save lives and when in doubt don’t go out! 
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