
 

THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
by Wanda Scanlon, President - Friends of the Library Board 

 

Hello Friends, 

I would like to take this opportunity to introduce myself; I am Wanda Scanlon the 
new FOL President. Past President Ann Van der Linde left some big shoes to fill; 
hopefully, her guiding hand as well as those of fellow board members will assist me 
in finding my way.  

Jackson has been my home since age three. I attended local schools, going on to 
graduate from Methodist Hospital School of Nursing in Memphis. I practiced 
Surgical Nursing until my retirement. My husband Pat and I have 3 children and 
five grandchildren. We spend much of our time gardening, playing tennis, traveling, 
and of course reading.  

I fell head over heels with libraries and books 
the day I read my first word.  Our late mother 
took my sister and me to the "old" Carnegie 
at least twice a week. I read every biography in 
the children's room at least once, and 
probably twice. The library allowed a shy 
child from tiny Jackson to learn everything 
and travel everywhere without leaving the 

38301 zip code. No words can express how important it was to my childhood.  

We are beyond fortunate to have a wonderful library. It's so much more than just 
the books I checked out in the 60's. Our director, Dinah Harris has put together a 
marvel of staff who strives to develop technology, programs, and collections for 
every patron and they deserve public support. The FOL Mission Statement reads:  

Friends of the Library is a group of individuals who value public library services to 
the community and are willing to volunteer their time, talents, and efforts to 
promote and support the library's goals and objectives in whatever way will be 
helpful.   

My fellow board members and I strive to do just that: assist the library.  I urge the 
body of membership to contact me or other board members with ideas or concerns 
you might have. Collaboration makes for creativity, innovation, and growth. Rest 
assured your input will be welcome.  

Until next time, Wanda Scanlon  
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LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
by Dinah Harris 

Summer has been a very busy and restorative time at  
the library! People are returning to the library in large 
numbers. Children’s Story Time is bursting at the 
seams. It is such a wonderful problem to have.  

As we enter fall, you will notice several new faces at the 
library. We have lost a couple of employees to  
academic institutions: Marla Record, Circulation  
Services Librarian; and, Oliver Rieger, long-time 
Young Adult Services Librarian. Long-time staff  
member at our North Branch, Treaven Mitchell, will 
also be leaving us at the first of September. Jack 
Wood, our Tennessee Room Genealogist plans to  
retire in September. Thankfully, we will not be totally 
losing Jack as he will continue to work in the Tennes-
see Room on a part-time basis. (Tennessee Room  
Archivist, Evelyn Keele, will step into his position.) 
We wish them all well in their future endeavors. 

 

In the meantime, the show must go on, 
and during September, we have two big 
events in the works. On September 10, 
we will have our kickoff for “One Book, 
One Community.”  The featured book 
will be “Jackson & Madison County 

Tennessee Milestones: Celebrating 200 Years of 
Achievement in our Community.”Different programs 
and activities will be held in conjunction with the  
reading of this book as we end our year-long  
Bicentennial celebration. 

Our second event is on September 24; we will be  
hosting our annual Bookfest featuring local authors. 
For more on both of these events, please read Adult 
Services Librarian, Shayne Plunk’s, column in this 
newsletter.  

The Library’s Makerspace officially opened during the  
summer thanks to the financial support of the Library  
Foundation. What is a Makerspace you ask? It is a 
space set up specifically for making. You can make art, 
music, a video game, etc. Make your ideas come to life. 
If you would like to explore the space, call the library 
at731-425-8600 and make an appointment with Kasie 
Smith, our Makerspace Librarian.  

We hope to see you soon! 

Dinah Harris,  
Director of JMCLibrary 

Greetings Friends 
 

by Phillip Mullins 
 
As many of you know, we had an interesting June  
Library Board meeting.  With the controversy over a  
Library display consuming most of the time, you may 
have missed that the Board selected me as the new  
Chairperson at that meeting.  Four years ago, I picked 
Rotary Park as the place where I could “pull weeds” to 
get my volunteer hours to satisfy my Master Gardener 
requirements. Through a strange set of events that volun-
teer work has led me to become the Chair for the Library 
Board of Trustees.   
 

The Library is a great public resource and it has a  
wonderful staff and exceptional director to serve its  
patrons.  The Board’s role is not to meddle in the day to 
day activities but to establish policies and procedures and 
to provide guidance to make the Library even better. 
Along those lines, a Long Range Strategic Plan was  
presented to the public in 2021. Expansion of the main 
library and the north branch were key parts of that plan. 
Since then, we have been able to purchase and demolish 
the two houses to the east of the Library as a first step in 
those plans. Funding for expansion is at least three to 
five years away.  We need the support of the entire com-
munity to make it happen. We especially need Friends of 
the Library and the Library Foundation to support those 
plans. 
 

Thank you for all you do to support the Library.  
 

Feel free to contact me at pmullins@eplus.net or  
731-616-7646 anytime (I’m retired!) if you have a  
question or concern.  
 

Phillip Mullins, 
Chairman  
Library Board of Trustees 
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With summer starting to calm down, the Library is 
looking for the next big thing to provide to you all, our 
Friends and patrons. We have a few things lined up 
that we are very excited to share. 

 

One Book, One Community 

The Bicentennial wrapped up at the 
end of August, and we are coming up 
on a great opportunity for everyone 
to continue learning about the  
wonderful Jackson  Madison County 
community. Local historian and  
author Kevin D. McCann volunteered 
his own time to put together a  
comprehensive book of history for 
the Bicentennial. This book, Milestones: Celebrating 
200 Years of Achievement in Our Community, is 
being graciously offered to anyone in the community 
who would like to read it for absolutely free! 

On September 10, the Library downtown will host the 
author as he talks about the book, and you may pick up 
your free copy. Don’t worry—if you miss out on that 
day, you can come by any time before the end of the 
month to get your copy to hold on to, and to attend 
other events related to the book! 

In the hallway, we will have a large display of Jackson 
Madison County history for everyone to see. To  
integrate everyone in the community, we will 
encourage all of our patrons to put their own important 
family moments on the timeline so we can all  
appreciate our community and smaller events from 
each family. 

You can also come in on September 30 to participate in 
a book discussion. Talk about the book and expand on 
the things you may personally remember from the 
times the book talks about. You can also listen to the 
stories of other people in our community with snippets 
from the Library’s “Madison County Moments”. 

 

2022 Book Fest- Local Author Event 

Every year, we host a variety of local authors in the 
library to promote the books that are born from the 
minds of West Tennessee’s own. This year is no  
different! 

On September 24 from 11 a.m. until 1 p.m., 26 authors 
will be setting up tables in the lobby to sell and  
promote their books. You can come and browse to see 
what sorts of literary works they have to offer and sit  

ADULT SERVICES 
by Shayne Plunk in on some Author Talks to answer 

any questions you have about their 
experiences as an author in West 
Tennessee. 

If you know any local authors that 
would like to participate, please refer 
them to our website or Facebook, or 
have them call the library. The  
cutoff for signup to participate as an 
author is September 20. 

New Things for Checkout in the  
Library of Things! 

Many of you know that we have items for checkout 
that are what some would consider unusual - cake pans, 
ice cream machines, ukuleles, and much, much more. 
We call these items “Things”. We are proud and  
excited to announce that we are expanding that  
collection to include even more item items and  
improving the Things that we already have. 

Any Thing that you could check out before that may 
be related to a hobby or craft will now be made into 
more of a kit. We will group materials together so that 
you will be able to check out something to get you 
started, and include a book with it so that you don’t 
have to go hunting through our shelves to find  
materials to get yourself started. 

In addition, we will add many new items for checkout, 
including… 

 A 4-person tent 
 A croquet set 
 A garden tool set 
 A tabletop electronic drum kit 
 A kalimba (thumb piano) 
 A digital kitchen scale 
 A video to digital converter 
 A sewing machine 

Please keep a lookout for these new Things in the  
coming weeks! 
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BOOKS AND THE FRIENDS 

by Sue Ann Barnes 

 

For years the Friends of the Library and the  
Library Foundation shared in a large annual Book 
Sale but several years ago that changed, when our 
sorting and storage space was reduced. Now from 
time to time the Friends have had a one day sale, 
when we are over stocked with books in our  
sorting spaces. But, the majority of donated or 
weeded library books and materials are displayed 
for sale on shelf space in the hallways at Main and 
North Branch. If you peruse and buy from these 
shelves or take advantage of the free material 
available, know that you are appreciated. And if, 
you are a donator of books to the library, you too 
are appreciated. 

Sometimes we have lots of donated material, and 
sometimes a little. Know it is all welcome at either 
library location. Just go to the circulation desk, 
when you bring books in. If you have a large  
number of boxes you might consider bringing no 
more than four at a time so that our sorting  
volunteers have time to do their work. The sale of 
this donated material and membership dues  
provide the income that the Friends use to support 
programming at your library.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speaking of books and book lovers, one of the  
library’s frequent visitors for decades was Johnny 
Malone. Many of you may remember him from his 
days at the Jackson Sun as writer and editor, with 
many adjectives added to those titles over the 
years. Johnny was a regular visitor to our shelves 
and sorting room, looking for the books that he 
would buy and then resell on his online book store. 
He postdates the term Bibliophile, but if it had not 
been around before he was, we would have needed 
to invent it to describe this man dedicated to 
books. He will be missed.  



 

Music with Jake made us all laugh for days afterward.  
He is a genius as far as child-entertainment and taught 
the kids about different instruments with puppets and 
jokes.  We are definitely going to be inviting him back 
again soon. 

And the final show was Magic Mr. Nick from  
Memphis.  We had a room full of nearly 200 people and 
were all captivated. At the end, instead of pulling a  
rabbit from his hat, he surprised us with a sweet, old 
Chihuahua! Nick is always a hit here and we were so 
happy to see him again. 

The winners for the summer reading program were 
given Monopoly games themed to their favorite  
fandom (Disney Princesses, Pokémon, the Golden 
Girls, etc.….) and the families with the most  
participation received tickets to the Discovery Park.  

We are all so grateful for the support of the Friends  
of the Library for making all the fun this summer  
possible! 

A cute video of the science guy at: 
h t t p s : //ch t rmai l . s p e c t rum.ne t/ index .php/mai l/
viewmessage/getattachment/uniqueId/158531/account/0/
filenameOriginal/IMG_6131.MP4/filenameModified/
IMG_6131.MP4?folder=SU5CT1g%253D 

CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 

by Jennifer Brewer Kilburn 

 

This year, we’re sad to see the summer end.  It was 
awesome to feel somewhat back to normal after not 
being able to have much fun the last couple of summers.  
We got to see old friends who have really grown since 
Covid began and we got to meet lots of new friends.  
The Children’s Department was literally bustling with 
happiness and activity all summer. 

Thanks to the generous funding from The Friends of 
the Library, we hosted five incredible entertainers this 
summer.  Every one of them were a huge success.  
There was a scientist from Nashville who taught us 
about light waves, lasers, electricity, and even light-up 
shoes!  The crowd was fascinated. 

Then, Bob Tarter’s animal show came back.  An old 
favorite, he sends a new collection of animals each time 
and his speakers always teach us so much.  This year 
there was a parrot, a lizard, snake, and a prairie dog. 
Have you ever seen a prairie dog in real life?  They are 
so cute! 

The pirate show with Tom Mason & the Blue  
Buccaneers is one of my favorites of all time.  The  
Children’s section was packed with kids dancing and 
singing along to sea shanties.  If you weren’t here to 
hear the fiddle and guitar all through the library, you’ll  
definitely want to come listen next time.  In addition to 
being hilarious pirates, Tom and Sage are impressive 
singers and musicians as well. 
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BOOK REVIEW 
by Ann Van der Linde 

Every time I read a book I love, I wrack my brain to 
think of who I know would also love it or rather, who 
might love it. Have you noticed that the book that  
absolutely suits you to the ground, another person “just 
couldn’t get into it” or “thought it wasn’t that funny” or 
“never got around to it.” That’s the way it is with books 
that are seemingly custom made for you; they don’t fit 
others as well. But, what about that custom made book 
that your friend also loved, also laughed or cried through 
as you did, also pondered the Big Questions the book 
raised? I know my taste is not everyone’s, but sometimes 
there is a match of me, you, and that wonderful book. 
Here are some books I read recently read that you might 
enjoy: 
 
 

                                     Something Rising 
  by Haven Kimmel 
 
Anything by Haven Kimmel, a  
laugh-out-loud, quirky, astonishing, bril-
liant person who has written memoirs and 
novels that I have reread! And I rarely 
reread a book. 
 

 
 

Fox & I 
by Catherine Raven 

 
The book, Fox and I, by  

Catherine Raven is a memoir and  
appreciation of the natural world. 

 

An American Childhood  
by Annie Dillard 

 
A woman who grew up middle class  in  
Middle America the same time I did. 
 
 
 

One Thousand White Women 
   by Jim Ferguson 

 
A novel with a fresh twist on the  
traditional Western. 
 

I wish you good reading, Ann Van der Linde 
 

 

FIRST THURSDAY THIS FALL 
by Wanda Scanlon 

 
On September 1 our first program of the season will 
be given by Dinah Harris, our library director. She will 
focus on the end our year-long Bicentennial Celebra-
tion and on the activities around the book “Jackson & 
Madison County Tennessee Milestones: Celebrating 
200 Years of Achievement in our Community.”  This 
book will be the basis for a community read effort and 
as it has been several years since Jackson/Madison 
County has had such an event we hope all our Friends 
members will get energized and join in the reading.   
 
On October 6 our First Thursday program will be a 
"blast from the past" as we bring back the "Noon 
Book Review" with Marie Benedict's newest novel The 
Mystery of Mrs. Christie. The book chronicles the real 
11 days Agatha Christie went missing in December, 
1926.  Detectives find her empty car on the edge of a 
pond near her home on a frigid night with her fur coat 
in the back seat.  Her husband and staff have no 
knowledge of her whereabouts, and England unleashes 
an epic manhunt to find the up and coming mystery 
author.  Eleven days later, she reappears, just as  
mysteriously as she disappeared claiming amnesia and 
waving away any attempt at an explanation. 

Gardening/Memoir books 

by Margaret Roach 
 

An aging gardener who has hard-won wisdom about  
life and gardening. 
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BE A PIECE OF OUR  
MEMBERSHIP PUZZLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reminder for the Friends 

I know you all enjoy reading these wonderful and 
informative newsletters that Sue Barnes puts  
together for us.  To ensure we can continue to  
provide them please remember your membership 
dues that run July - June.  Your previous letter 
should have contained a form to return, if you no 
longer have it you can just request one next time 
you are at the library.  There are a wide range of 
options for your renewal, so pick what works best 
for you and we appreciate anything that you can 
do. If you are not a member now, consider joining 
those who support your library.  

Thank you for your new or continued support for 
Friends of the Library.  

Patti Simpson,  
Vice President, Membership   

CONTINUING BOOKSALES 
 

 

Help the Friends sort books for the continuing 
book sales.  It’s easy and you can do it on your 
own time. Just a couple of hours a week would 
make a huge difference. All our profits go directly 
to Library projects like Summer Reading  
Program. We can use help at Main or North 
Branches.  

Contact Sue Barnes or Wanda Scanlon and we will 
give you a 10 minute training session. 
wandascanlon1@gmail.com or barnes-s@charter.net 
Mikey says "try it, you'll like it". 

 The puzzle of those missing eleven days persisted as 
Mrs. Christie's career soared to the heights as the  
foremost writer of crime mysteries.  Marie Benedict 
brings us into Agatha's world; imagining why such a  
brilliant woman would find herself at 
the center of such an odd story.   
 

What is real and what is a mystery?  
What role did her unfaithful husband 
and those dreadful British tabloids 
play? You will have to decide for  
yourself.  It's an engaging read with an 
unexpected twist. I especially enjoyed 
the peeks into the life of working 
women in the 20's.    
 

Please join us as we discuss this engaging read in  
October, we will provide light refreshments or bring 
your own lunch if you prefer.   You can pick up a copy 
at Target, Sams, etc. very inexpensively-better yet read 
free on Libby or check out the book from our own 
JMCL.             Hope to see you there! 

Aspiring writer/editor/
Pulitzer Prize Winner wanted 

for BOOKENDS,  
the FOL newsletter. 

You have to start somewhere, 
why not here? Not hard work, once every 3 
months, but enough appreciation to light up your 
day. Please contact Sue Barnes, current editor-in-
chief, at barnes-s@charter.net. 



 

Friends of the 
JMC Library 
433 East Lafayette Street 

Jackson, TN 38301 
731-425-8600 

 
Visit Us Online at:  
www.jmclibrary.org 
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOARD feel free to contact us 

	

President 
 

Wanda Scanlon 
731-394-7985 

 

Vice-President 
(Membership) 

 

Patti Simpson 
615-289-0777 

Vice-President  
(Programs) 

 

Angela Parks 
731-394-0075 

Treasurer 
 

Dr. Karen Codjoe  
731-661-9208 

Secretary 
 

Sherri Brauss 
731-660-8532 

Refreshments 
 

Ann Van der Linde 
731-736-2433 

Information Officer 

Kathleen Huneycutt 
731-467-6150 

 
Jean Marie Walls 

731-695-0653 

 
Dr. Jerry Woods 

731-424-6325 

 
Bill Winston 
731-661-0101 

Melissa Moore 
731-217-2543 

Ex Officio JMCL Director 
Dinah Harris 

Editor 
Sue Ann Barnes 

Literary Resource 
James Cherry 

 

FIRST THURSDAYS 
  
 

September 1:  Dinah Harris- Bicentennial  
October 6:  Wanda Scanlon - The Mystery of  Mrs. Christie 

 

PROGRAM ROOM 

 


