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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
by Sue Ann Barnes 

The programs continue to be exceptional this year. In December we  
were the guests of the Amiraults on a visit to Nova Scotia, where we not 
only toured the country but experienced the history as well. Our hearts 
were touched and lifted when Redemption Road Rescue and Imagination 
Library representatives explained their missions and lauded their 
supporters at our January meeting. In February, Pierre DuVentre lead  
the Friends members in an exercise that challenged us to think of 
community as both a place and a feeling. Cherishing and strengthening 
our community means that we not only recognize, but celebrate its 
diversity. Our fellowship has been warm and our refreshments delicious. 
Recipes for two of the much enjoyed cookies are found in this newsletter 
on page 7. But our programs are not over, so if you missed out on our 
winter programs, come and join us for our spring line up. 

Jacque Hillman, president of the Sue Shelton 
White Memorial Committee, will speak on the 
history of Sue Shelton White, Tennessee suffragist 
and Jackson’s first female attorney, at the Friends 
of the Library program on 
March 7. Hillman, senior 
partner for HillHelen 
Group Publishing Co. in 
Jackson, serves on the 

Tennessee Woman Suffrage Monument board 
and is co-founder of the Tennessee Woman 
Suffrage Heritage Trail.  

White came to Tennessee to become a leader in 
the battle to ratify the Nineteenth Amendment in 
the Tennessee General Assembly, winning the 
right to vote for women across America. 
Tennessee was the “Perfect 36,” the last state that 
could possibly ratify the amendment.  

The Sue Shelton White Memorial Committee raised funds for the bronze 
sculpture on granite, created by Jackson sculptor Wanda Stanfill, which 
stands in Jackson City Hall Plaza today.  
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April is Poetry Month and we are fortunate to be joined this month on the 
fourth by James Scruton, professor and poet from Bethel University. Dr. 
Scruton has published five collections of poetry, including Galileo’s House, 

which won the Finishing Line Press Prize, and Exotics 
and Accidentals, winner of the Grayson Books Poetry 
Award. His most recent collection, Blind Season, was 
published earlier this year from Orchard Street Press.  
A poem of his is printed in this newsletter. If that sample 
whets your appetite for poetry, you can find at least a 
dozen or more of his poems at www.poetryfoundation.org 

Check out the site to find your favorite poems by many 
other poets and don’t forget that Poem in Your Pocket 
Day 2019 is on April 18 and is part of National Poetry 

Month. On this day, select a poem, carry it with you, and share it with others 
at schools, bookstores, libraries, parks, workplaces, street corners, and on social media using the 
hashtag #pocketpoem.  

Poem in Your Pocket Day was initiated in April 2002, by the Office of the Mayor in New York City, in 
partnership with the city’s Departments of Cultural Affairs and Education. In 2008, the Academy of 
American Poets took the initiative to all fifty United States, encouraging 
individuals around the country to participate. We will have some poems 
ready for you to pick up so you can fill your pocket with a poem and be ready 
to share. 

In May, we have a treat for gardeners, even those whose only garden is a 
porch pot. On Thursday, May 2, Rita Randolph treats us to a tour de force of 
gardening wisdom and experience and will cover horticulture from azalea to 
zinnia. With photos! Even if you don’t have a pot, you will want get one to 
plant up after her presentation. Her enthusiasm for plants-green, gold, 
purple, soft, spikey, short, tall, demure and flamboyant is really contagious. 
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From Poetry, December 2002 
 
Crossing the Days  
by James Scruton  

My son's been learning time: big hand  
and little, powers of sixty  
and of twenty-four, the slow semaphore  
of days. He's brought home paper plates 
from kindergarten, arrows pointing  
at his favorite hours. So far  
the face of every clock has smiled.  

And before we read to sleep each night  
he crosses off another square  
on the calendar above his bed,  
counting down to Christmas or to nothing  

 

 

 

in particular, sometimes just a line  
he draws uphill or down, check marks  
like the ones his teacher leaves 

on sheets he's filled with capitals  
and lower cases, other times a pair  
of thick lines like the crossed bones  
on a pirate's flag, an X  
as if to mark the treasure buried  
in some ordinary week,  
no day yet a cross to bear. 
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LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
by Dinah Harris 

If you have been in the library lately, I am sure you  
have noticed our recent renovations. New flooring and 
shelving have been installed under the balcony area.  
This was the last phase of our overall renovations of the 
library since I came in 2013. The new flooring matches 
the upstairs tile, and the new shelving matches the rest  
of the library.  

The shelving under the balcony was lowered by a couple 
of feet to give better lines of sight of people in the library, 
to make it easier for you to reach the books, to allow 
better airflow for our HVAC, and to make the area much 
brighter. This also enabled us to relocate certain genres 
of our collections, making it easier for our guests to find 
the items they need. The DVD aisle was widened to accommodate the heavy traffic in that aisle. New 
CD shelving was installed where you can actually see the front of the CDs and flip through them easily.  

 

While we were moving things around, we took 
advantage of the opportunity to move all seating with 
electrical outlets. One desk was moved to the teen 
room for use in their stem activities, and the other 
was moved upstairs to the left side of the balcony. 
This was done to help create a quieter atmosphere on 
the ground floor, and even we have been surprised at 
how successful that move was. Guests have been 
thanking us as this has made the use of the ground 
floor much more pleasant.  

 
 

 

 
 

We have just a little more work to do in the balcony area, 
and then we will have an open house to give you a good 
look at the improvements. Our Friends of the Library 
will be partnering with us on this event. 

I cannot pass up this opportunity to tell you what an 
awesome group of people work for you at the library. 
Moving over 67,000 books once and then moving over 
40,000 a second time was an exhausting and tedious job 
(to keep them in order), but the library staff all jumped 
in and made it happen. You have a team of all-stars!   

 

Special thanks to the Friends of the Library for the lunch provided to the staff during the remodel and 
also the donation of $1700 for programming needs for the next few months. You truly are FRIENDS to 
the library!!! 



NEWS FROM THE TEEN ROOM 

by Jessi Rieger 

Teen Services is looking forward to a fun and busy 
spring this year. In March, we are looking forward to 
the Third Annual FAN-tastic! fandom event. Held in 
the program room, FAN-tastic! is an opportunity for 
fans of all ages to partake in trivia, crafts, and fellow-
ship at the library. Whether your thing is Harry Potter, 
anime, gaming, or Scooby Doo, we’ll have something 
fun for you. This year, we’ll even have a Super Smash 
Brothers Ultimate tournament on our big screen 
projector, thanks to our excellent community support 
from E-Gamers Café of Jackson, TN! Wear a costume 
if you’ve got one, or just come out in your favorite 
fandom t-shirt and see if you can win a prize for 
knowing the most about your favorite character.  
FAN-tastic! will take place March 26, from 1 to 3 p.m., 
and is a free and open to the public. 

April is National Poetry Month, and we’re celebrating 
with our second Teen Spoken Word Open Mic. You  
can read your original work or share something by 
your favorite poet. Three minutes per performer, no 
pre-recorded materials.  

Springtime Teen Movies include Wonder Woman on 
March 19 and Kubo and the Two Strings on April 16, 
both at 4:30 p.m. Teen Movies are held in the Teen 
Room and are for teens only. You may bring a snack  
if you like, and light refreshments are provided. If 
watching anime is more your style, join us on the  
first and third Saturdays of every month at 3 p.m.  
for Anime Club.  

If you are a teen who likes experimenting, crafting, 
coding, and inventing, then Maker Mondays are just 
for you. Every Monday from 3:30-5 p.m., come by the 
Teen Room to see what you can make with 3D pens, 
jumper wires, batteries, yarn, sewing supplies, paper, 
markers, and Raspberry Pi. Special thanks to the 
Friends of the Library for generously helping us out  
to buy new monitors for our Raspberry Pi computers!   

Teen Advisory Meetings are the second Wednesday  
of every month at 4 p.m. in the board room. These 
open-forum meetings are a perfect opportunity for 
teens to give the library feedback on absolutely 
anything: programming, collection development, 
policies—if you need to talk to us about it, this is your 
chance. Lastly, don’t forget to drop by for one of the 
teen drop-in programs. Each one features a different 
craft or activity, which you can do at your own pace, 
any time during the day of the program. Check our 
calendar for more details. 

ADULT SERVICES COLUMN  
by Jenci Spradlin, Adult Services Librarian 

We can accomplish great things when we are able to 
partner with others, which is especially true when you 
consider our programs for adults at the library. From 
your monthly First Thursday programs, to weekly 
knitting, senior Tai Chi, movies and coloring, to the  
Old Time Music Hour Instructional Workshop with  
the Jackson Area Plectral Society, the Midwest TN 
Genealogical Society, DAR and GED classes, our  
library is filled with various ways our adult patrons  
can connect and create. 

One of our newest partnerships is with Art Collective 
Jackson for a monthly Create @ the Library program 
just for adults. Art Collective is a group for artists, 
makers, designers, musicians, writers, and creators to 
build a thriving art community in Jackson. The goal of 
this group is to build a support network among artists 
to push our work forward as individuals and to create  
a buzz in the community, by working collectively  
toward goals they set together. Held from 1:30–3:30 
p.m. in the community classroom on the third Saturday 
of the month, these programs combine guided 
instruction from a local artist, with all supplies 
provided. You don’t have to be an artist to participate, 
in fact, we want people from all skill levels to join us!  

The Friends generously donated funds to help us  
build up our collection of more professional-level art 
supplies, and for that we say a huge thank you! Our  
first gathering was very well attended, and we look 
forward to building both the program and our 
relationship with local creators and artists in the future.  
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Sharla Amirault recommends:  

Five Days at Memorial  
by Sheri Fink 

1 copy & R.E.A.D.S. 

Our Library celebrates Love 
during the month of February 
by inviting readers to have a 
"Blind Date with a Book".  Books are wrapped in 
plain brown paper and you choose your book with 
no knowledge of the contents--only whether it is 
Fiction or Non-Fiction. Last year the book I chose 
was non-fiction and it was riveting!  Five Days  
at Memorial describes the unimaginable horrors 
at Memorial Hospital in New Orleans during 
hurricane Katrina. 

I literally felt as if I lived through those five days 
with everyone involved.  This is the story of the 
chaos, anger and frustration facing the medical 
personnel at Memorial during Katrina without 
food, sleep, electricity, phones, running water or 
medical resources to care for 250 patients, quite  
a few of whom were critical. It tells of the failure  
of corporate hospital management, government 
and law enforcement to evacuate the site.   

Author Sheri Fink just stated the events as they 
happened rather than draw conclusions and she 
left it up to the reader to form their own opinion 
about what transpired and the actions taken by 
those involved. 

 
 

“Whoa! I didn’t see that coming!” 
Books by S. J. Bolton: one 
surprise after another. Good 
reads.  

So says Ann Van der Linde who 
just finished Awakening one of 
Sharon Bolton’s books, and there 
are many of them: 

The Craftsman  
Now You See Me 
Dead Scared   
A Dark and Twisted Tide 
Sacrifice   
Little Black Lies 
Daisy in Chains  
Lost 

Sue Barnes recommends: 
Kingdom of the Blind  
by Louise Penny 

4 copies & R.E.A.D.S. 

A blizzard blankets Three Pines, 
while two residents, Armand 
Gamache and Myrna Landers join  
a quirky young builder in accepting the  
obligations imposed by a mysterious will. Then 
murder complicates the mystery and problems left 
from the last Penny book get very tricky indeed.  

If you have never read any of the Inspector 
Gamache series by Penny, you need to start, but 
maybe the best place is with Still Life, the first of 
the fourteen mysteries. Each of her books can stand 
alone, but many of the characters are regulars, and 
you will want to get to know them all. 

 
Ronnie Barnes recommends:  
Brief Answers to the  
Big Questions  
by Stephen Hawking 

2 copies 

The last book of a man often 
equated with Albert Einstein.  
In a bit more than 200 pages,  
and without any mathematical symbols. Hawking 
clearly states his answers to questions often posed 
to scientists of his stature.  

Very readable book, the best of his popular books, 
I am glad it is in our library. 

 
 

Sue Davis recommends:  
Becoming Mrs. Lewis  
by Patti Callahan 

1 copy &  R.E.A.D.S. 

Love story of Joy Davidson and  
C.S. Lewis. The book shows us  
how this brilliant and passionate 
woman lived and why she stole 
Jack’s heart. 
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BOOK RECOMMENDATIONS 
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TRUSTEES COLUMN 
by Elaine Christian 

Since 1958, National Library Week has been 
celebrated in April by libraries across the 
country, but you don’t have to wait until April 7 
to recognize the outstanding contribution our 
library and its staff continues to make on a daily 
basis in our community. This was ever more on 
display during our recent remodel at the Main 
Library. 

As the chair of the Library Board of Trustees, we 
had the easy job of ensuring that the library had 
the funding necessary in its budget to make 
these needed improvements. The harder job fell 
upon our director Dinah and her staff, as they planned for weeks in advance on the logistics of making 
such a massive project run smoothly. As you can well imagine, this endeavor wasn’t just about moving 
books, it was about organization and teamwork.  

As Dinah kept me up-to-date on the project, I could tell that she was proudest of the way her team 
worked together to efficiently and effectively move our massive collection while keeping smiles on 
their faces. To be sure, it was physically demanding work, but to know that we have people serving our 
community who work just as hard to bring a positive attitude when the public isn’t watching them as 
when they are, is truly a blessing.  

It is also a testament to our library’s commitment to serve that they also worked during this time to 
keep the library open for essential services. We often forget that so many in our community count on 
our library to apply for jobs, file for government services, and submit employment logs, among many 
others. They also helped fill requests for all the items in our collection that people check out on a 
regular basis.  

I hope that you will stop by and see these new changes, and while you are here, please express your 
appreciation to Dinah and her staff.  
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Curry and Cardamom Cookies 

1 cup butter 

2 cups brown sugar 

2 eggs, lightly beaten 

2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

3 cups flour 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

½ teaspoon baking soda 

 ½ teaspoon salt 

2 teaspoons curry powder (sweet or hot)  

½ teaspoon ground cardamom 

1 cup pecans 

Cream butter and sugar together. Add eggs and  
vanilla and beat until incorporated. 

Sift dry ingredients together.  Add to creamed  
mixture, a third at a time. Stir in nuts. 

Divide dough and form into four rolls and wrap 
each in waxed paper. Refrigerate at least 4 hours, 
or freeze. Slice into ¾ inch slices and place on an 
ungreased baking sheet. Bake in preheated 350⁰ 
until golden brown, 12 to 14 minutes. Let cool for 
2 minutes on baking sheet, and then remove to a 
rack to cool thoroughly.  

Yields: approximately 6 dozen.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canadian Ginger Snaps  
from Louis Amirault 

2 sticks of unsalted butter, room temperature 

1 cup firmly packed dark brown sugar 

1 cup granulated white sugar 

½ cup molasses 

1 teaspoon apple cider vinegar 

1 teaspoon vanilla 

1 large egg 

3 cups unbleached all-purpose flour 

2 teaspoons baking soda 

2½ tablespoons of ground ginger 

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon 

½ teaspoon allspice 

½ teaspoon salt 

½ teaspoon ground cloves 

Using a mixer and large mixing bowl, cream 
softened butter, sugars, vanilla, vinegar and 
molasses, mixing well.   

Add the egg and beat until smooth. 

In a medium bowl, whisk 
together the flour, baking 
soda, spices and salt. 

With the mixer on low 
speed, add the dry  
ingredients to the large 
bowl and mix until  
incorporated and the dough comes together. 

Flour your surface and place some of the dough 
and roll to about 1/8” thick, use a cookie cutter 
to cut desired diameter of design and place on 
cookie sheet spaced apart.  

Place in preheated 375⁰ oven for 7 to 8 minutes. 
Cookies will first plump and spread, but will 
deflate and become flat. Once flat, they are ready 
to come out.  

TWO DELICIOUSLY SPICY COOKIE RECIPES 
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FIRST THURSDAY PROGRAMS • NOON 

March 7, 2019 – Sue Shelton White: Tennessee Suffragist and Jackson’s First Female Attorney 
 Presented by Jacque Hillman 
 

April 4, 2019 – FOL Celebrates Poetry Month  
 with Dr. James Scruton from Bethel University  
 

May 2, 2019 – Plant Exchange and Rita Randolph’s tour de force: 
 History of Horticulture/Containers and Plants 


