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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
by Sue Ann Barnes, President - Friends of the Library Board 
 

The winter holidays are close, the leaves are changing and then 

falling, some mornings there is more than a little nip in the air and 

the transition has me thinking about change, loss and friendship 

and members of the friends. The Friends of the Jackson Madison 

Library lost a longtime friend and mentor when Martha McNatt 

passed away. Martha was president of the Friends more than a 

decade ago, but continued to be active in her support of the library 

and the Friends. She was a real friend of the library and her smile 

was present at many FOL programs.  

My friend, Donna Overstreet became active in the Friends group 

when she retired from Lambuth University. She never joined our 

board, but she came to meetings, provided refreshments, donated 

books, helped sort books, and contributed her “meet and greet” 

personality to our meetings. She had a saying that she used when 

we talked about friends who come into, go out of, or stay our lives: 

“Friends for a reason, friends for a season, friends for life.” We all 

remember friends from our youth or school or parenting or work 

who have dropped out of our lives when the reason or the season 

has ended. But, we are most fortunate in those friends who fall 

into that last category and are a part of our lives for many seasons 

and reasons and we miss the joy of them when they are gone.  

So, while you can, come and join the Friends of the Jackson 

Madison County Library at one of our programs and you may be 

fortunate enough to make a friend as well as enjoy a program. 

Our regular meetings are on the first Thursdays of the month from 

September to May. We meet in the Program Center of the Main 

Library on Lafayette Street at noon. The coffee and dessert are 

ready by 11:30 so that you can come early and bring your lunch 

with you and visit before the program starts at noon.  

Friends of the (Jackson-Madison County) Library Newsletter  



In December Dr. Don Huneycutt, a retired Lambuth Professor Emeritus, will 

review the book Why Are Professors Liberal and Why Do Conservatives Care by 

Neil Gross. Don reports that some voices are saying that our colleges and 

Universities are bastions of liberal thought and are therefore indoctrinating 

students to think likewise. Is this true or is there scholarship to suggest otherwise? 

Join us for discussion and decide for yourself.  

 

 

 

Then on January 4 we start 2018 with a program by Ted Kluck, Communication 

Arts Professor, Union University,  is the author of over twenty books on topics 

ranging from Mike Tyson to professional indoor football to the evangelical 

church. He is a syndicated columnist for The Jackson (TN) Sun and USA Today, 

and his journalism has appeared in ESPN the magazine, ESPN.com, and 

Christianity Today. Ted is screenwriter and co-producer on the forthcoming 

feature film "Silverdome," he also coaches football at Lane College. His books 

include Upside Down Football: An Inside Look at Long Snapping in the NFL, 

2016, The Gut Check Guide to Publishing: What Works, What Doesn't, and Why 

to Do It Your Way, 2015 and he co-authored Finding God in the Dark: Faith, 

Disappointment, and the Struggle to Believe, 2013. Come and meet Professor Kluck.  

 

In February our program will be presented by Daryl Hubbard, City Court Clerk 

for the City of Jackson, Tennessee and author of The Decarceration of Black 

America. A quote from the publishers blurb “A new and insightful look at the 

legacy and impact of America’s systemic mistreatment of its black citizens by 

Daryl Hubbard, author of A Plethora of Ignorance. Hubbard breaks down the 

“system” that has ensnared so many of our young people. He posits a new and 

brighter trajectory, offering strategies for how our young people can break their 

own “prisons of the mind” to transcend society’s dire limitations.” 

 

 

 
Please join us for one or more of our winter programs 

and please visit the Main Library or North Branch or use 

the electronic services available to you from your home. 

There are many ways to take advantage of the resources 

of JCML and the Friends.  
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LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
by Dinah Harris 
 

One of the most endearing aspects of the public library is the sense of community it builds. Every 

day, hundreds of people come through our doors. Most everyone leaves with a book, DVD, something 

printed or copied, or just a sense of being part of something bigger than themselves.  The library staff 

and I value our guests. Great concern is given to making sure that we do everything within our power 

to help all people leave a little better or happier than when they walked through the doors.   

With all the confusion and hate in the world, we would like for all the citizens of Jackson-Madison 

County to know the Library is a place of love and harmony. We are a place of community building. 

We welcome all races, religions, and ethnicities. All that matters to us is that you are a member of the 

human race, and we are here to help! To borrow a slogan I heard, “We’re here to help, and we know 

how!” 

 

 

 

 

 

The recent success of our “Big Read” project is evidence that “we know how.” Jenci Spradlin, our 

Adult Services Librarian, definitely hit the ball out of the park.  She, along with approximately 20 

other people hit the ball out of the park every day as they pour their passion and energy into serving 

this community.  

Please be sure and read the articles written by the different library staff in this newsletter for updates 

on some of the new programs and services being offered for your benefit and enjoyment. Also, be 

sure and drop by during the holidays, as we will be having some very special programming for the 

community to enjoy together.  

Please be sure and read the articles written by the different library staff  

in this newsletter for updates on some of the new programs and services  

being offered for your benefit and enjoyment.  
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ADULT SERVICES COLUMN  
by Jenci Spradlin, Adult Services Librarian 
 

The Big Read and Big Lessons 

A BIG thank you to everyone who supported our Big Read in September 

and October! We had BIG fun and we learned some BIG lessons in the 

process that will impact our programming for years to come.  

One of our BIG lessons was the interest people had in reading the same 

book at the same time. There are so many existing book clubs, and we 

would like to be a resource to those groups, regardless of where they 

meet. In fact, we had much more interest in individuals forming their 

own groups with friends and co-workers than we did in people coming 

into the library to discuss the book with strangers. We know that not 

everyone has the time to meet face-to-face with others, but they do 

desire learning from and sharing with others. We recently set up a special group on the library’s 

Facebook page called the Facebook Book Club. We envision this as a group where people can share 

their favorite books and interact with others who enjoy reading. When we do select a book for the 

group to read, we will use the space to have informal discussions that people can engage with from the 

comfort of their own homes when it is convenient to them. Every now and again, we can even set up a 

time to meet face-to-face. We hope you will join this group and help us recruit others to join as well. 

We also had a great response to our Shakespeare in the Park production of “The Complete Works of 

William Shakespeare (abridged)” with over 200 people attending the show. Based upon the 

enthusiasm for live Shakespeare, we want to explore the interest in having a performance of a 

Shakespeare play in 2018. We’ll host an informational meeting in the Spring to see if we have enough 

potential actors and others who would like to contribute behind the scenes. The Tennessee 

Shakespeare Company performance at Community Montessori School was equally well-attended, and 

we may bring them back for some workshops in coordination with our Shakespeare in the Park 2018 

planning.  

 

 

 

Our Big Read also gave us some BIG connections with groups throughout the area such as The 

Jackson Symphony, the school system and theCO, to name a few. Letting both the community and 

community groups know what we offer and how we can partner with others will bring BIG things for 

our future. Whether someone took the time to attend a Big Read event or read Station Eleven, we had 

the community talking in a BIG way, and the Friends of the Library were a BIG part of that.  

Letting both the community and community groups know what we offer and  
how we can partner with others will bring BIG things for our future.  



TRUSTEES COLUMN 
by Elaine Christian 

Playwright and novelist Thornton Wilder wrote 

in The Woman of Andros, “We can only be said 

to be alive in those moments when our hearts are 

conscious of our treasures.” One of the most 

rewarding aspects of my role as chairman of the 

Library Board of Trustees is seeing all the great 

work that is done by our volunteers who freely 

give of their time in support of the work of our 

library.  

I am so grateful for the Friends of the Library 

and the work that you do through the ongoing 

book sale to provide funds for our summer 

programs and for the monthly programs offered 

to the community. Thank you too for your 

support of The Big Read both in contributing 

funds and supporting events. Your attendance 

no doubt added greatly to its overall success. 

I cannot thank the members of the Library 

Foundation enough for the energy and 

enthusiasm they bring to raising money for our 

library. I call them my “dream team” for a 

reason, because they work tirelessly to plan the 

annual Books of Madison County Fundraising 

Dinner and have made it a truly unique event 

that shines a light on all the great things 

happening in our library. If you have never 

attended this event, I highly encourage you to 

put it on your “must do” list for 2018. 

The Library Board of Trustee members are yet 

another treasure, with work that impacts both 

the day-to-day operations of the library and our 

plans for the future. By creating several 

committees, we have been able to tackle several 

big projects such as replacing the HVAC system 

in the Main Library, obtaining the adjacent 

property to the library along Lafayette for 

additional parking, and working with 

stakeholders on a plan for the improvement of 

Rotary Park. They have spent countless hours 

meeting with City and County officials with a 

unified voice with much being accomplished in a 

short period of time. It is this dedication and 

drive that has kept us moving forward to fulfill 

our mission of making the library a place that 

serves all people by providing access to 

technology, literacy, and community. 

To you, our volunteers, I say “thank you,” for you 

are indeed a treasure to the library and to our 

community. 

 

 

 

 

BRANCHES 
by Rebecca Yancey 
 

Something’s happened to my trees. 
They used to stand still, rooted  
in the spot where they grew: 
charcoal lines on rice paper  
          frozen to the window, 
or summer green stretched out 
          over macraméd hammocks, 
          with simmering leaves. 
 
Looking out the window, 
I knew what color I’d see, 
but now, 
 
purple and white 
flash like neon – 
or a movie speeded up too fast to follow – 
trees of brown and yellow 
turn crazy cartwheels, 
and bleed to grey, 
          fading 
 
the bare black branches  
  into shadows 
         I can hardly see. 
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The first two segments of our Jackson Sun 

obituary search tool are now featured on our 

Tennessee Room in-house computer desktops 

in read-only PDF format.  They cover the 

periods 1936-1939 and 1940-1944.  Thanks to 

diligent work of Tennessee Room part time 

assistant and volunteer, Jimmy Wilkins, 

patrons may now search for obituaries in these 

time frames without having to know the date of 

death.  These are just the beginning.  Jimmy 

has continued locating and indexing obituaries 

through November 1963, with a cumulative 

total of over 45,000 obits indexed.  Tennessee 

Room Assistant Librarian, Evelyn Keele and 

volunteer, Starla Dougan are proofreading 

Jimmy’s work and additional date periods will 

be formatted and added to the others on our 

desktops.  We have already lost count of the 

number of times this tool has been used to 

locate needed obituaries for patrons. 

Volunteer, Linda Freeman has really found her 

niche in transcribing old handwritten records. 

A year ago I wrote about her in the process of 

transcribing a mid-19th Century diary by 

Madison County farmer, John Bond.  

Currently she is transcribing Madison 

Countian, Orrin Eaton Robinson’s World War I 

diary from a photocopy furnished by his 

grandson, Hubert Williams (now deceased).  

Mr. Williams had also furnished a photocopy 

of O.E. Robinson’s handwritten copy of Henry 

Frank Smith’s Civil War diary, which Linda has 

also transcribed.  Reading all these 19th and 

early 20th Century documents has expanded 

Linda’s vocabulary as she has encountered 

numerous unfamiliar words, such as “bull 

tong,” “brusty,” “beat out,” and “shured.”   

She looked through old dictionaries, talked to 

people who grew up on farms, and contacted 

the Home Place 1850 living history facility, 

among other sources to obtain definitions of 

these archaic terms. 

This month, Tennessee Room Assistant 

Librarian, Evelyn Keel will be attending the 

third and final “Archives Institute’ workshop, 

which will officially qualify her as a certified 

local archivist. 

In my opinion, her work in the Tennessee 

Room has already qualified her as such.  She 

has processed several local history 

collections, including the Jackson, 

Tennessee Newspaper Collection, the Seale 

Johnson Collection, The Winston/Seward 

Family Collection (with volunteer Annette 
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TIDBITS FROM THE TENNESSEE ROOM 
by Jack D. Wood, Tennessee Room Librarian 



Cooley), the Ladies’ Auxiliary to the Veterans of World War I 

Collection, the James E. Cocks World War I Collection (with 

volunteer Wanda Lee), and is currently working on the Coca Cola 

Company Photograph Collection.  Without her valuable help, much 

of the work in the Tennessee Room, particularly pertaining to non-

book materials, would not have been accomplished. 

Other projects include Volunteer, Sandra Kelly’s extracting data 

from the Jackson Fire Department Log Books, 1920-1982.  Started 

by volunteers Ricky Long and Mandy Williams, Sandra has 

entered data from these books into an Excel spreadsheet, which 

will enable us to help researchers locate information about specific 

fires in this time period.  Volunteer, Starla Dougan has been 

meticulously inventorying the materials contained in our 1983 

Jackson Business History Project collection.  This collection holds 

a particular challenge for us in that it includes photographs, slide, 

and cassette tape recorded interviews, only half of which are 

transcribed. 

As our staff and volunteers continue to work toward preserving 

and organizing these collections, more items continue to be 

donated to us resulting in many materials awaiting processing, 

such as the James H. Driver Railroad collection and most recently 

the Happy Hollow School Collection.  As always, we greatly 

appreciate the support of the Friends of the Library by helping us 

purchase the necessary archival containers, folders, and other 

materials to accomplish our preservation goals. 

As always, we greatly appreciate the support of the 

Friends of the Library by helping us purchase the  

necessary archival containers, folders, and other  

materials to accomplish our preservation goals. 
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NEW A/V  
MATERIALS 

at the Jackson Madison 
County Library: 

(from Mike Baker,  
Media Librarian) 

Music CDs 

Anti 

by Rihanan   

Minute by Minute 

by James Hunter 

Adios 
by Glen Campbell  

Beautiful Trauma 

 by Pink 

The Essential 

by Stevie Ray Vaughan 

DVDs 

War for the Planet of the Apes 

The Gunslinger 

2:22 

The Mummy 

Girls Trip 

Audio Books 

The Cutthroat 

by Clive Cussler 

Silence Fallen 

by Patricia Briggs  

Fast & Loose 

by Stuart Woods  

The Stars Are Fire 

by Anita Shreve  

The Thirst 

by Jo Nesbo   



BOOK OPPORTUNITIES: BUYING AND SHARING 
As you know the Friends of the Library have, for over two years, had several shelves of books for sale in 

the south hall at the Main Library. But this fall, the staff at North Branch and board member, Sharla 

Amirault, have added a shelf unit to the very east end of the hall at North Branch to serve as a 

continuing source of sale books. To fill these shelves, there are always library discards, but we also 

accept donations. Because of repurposing of the space we used to sort and store books at Main, and 

because there is much less space at North Branch, we are more restricted in the way we can handle 

these donations. You can help us. We do want your donations. But because of the limited space we have 

and because volunteers do the sorting, regularly, but not daily, it will be helpful if you bring donations 

in one or two boxes or bags at a time. If you have had a sale, a major cleaning or made a downsizing 

move that has created many boxes, try to bring them in a few at a time. Think of it as protecting your 

back, while helping to support the activities and programs of the Friends.  

By the time this newsletter is in your hands, one other way we plan to use your donations is to put a few 

of the older, signed, or more collectable books in a silent auction. This will be located in the hall at Main 

in a glass cabinet. Bid sheets will be atop the cabinet. Pictures and information about the books will be 

posted online as well. The material will be there from one First Thursday until the next month’s First 

Thursday. Bidding will end at noon as the FOL program starts. This is an experiment. We will start with 

six or seven items and if it is successful for us, and fun and interesting for you, we will keep it up. Some 

of our first items are pictured below. There is also a complete 54 volume set of Britannica Great Books 

printed in 1984 (1952). 

Copyright, 1924 by World Syndicate Company, INC. 

(1937 copyright) but printed 1950 
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NEWS FROM THE TEEN ROOM 
by Jessi Rieger 

The teen years are a time of change, and teen programming should change to meet the evolving needs 

of the patrons. In 2018, we will be officially retiring Monday Teen Crafts, and replacing it with Teen 

Maker Mondays, which will combine the good stuff from Teen Craft (the opportunity to experiment 

with creative expression in a variety of media) with a more experiential-based approach, more STEM-

related opportunities, and a more teen-led atmosphere. We will also be using this as an opportunity to 

encourage our teen patrons to become more familiar with our Makerspace! 

Teen Book Club encountered resurgence in interest at the Main Library during the Big Read, and we 

had requests from teen patrons to continue the program after the Big Read was over. The November/

December Teen Book Club pick is The Skin I’m In by Sharon G. Flake (specifically requested by a teen 

patron). We look forward to continuing to serve the teens with book club discussion and activity. 

Anime Club also continues to be a favorite program among the teens. 

Looking ahead into the spring, teen services will be working with local artist Debra Tayloe, who, with 

the aid of a grant through Borderless Arts, Tennessee, will be bringing a day of art pertaining to the 

theme “Water Changes” on Saturday, March 24. This promises to be a fantastic opportunity for teens 

to explore art, movement, and performance. Be on the lookout for further details as the date 

approaches! 

NEWS FROM CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 
 by Jennifer Brewer 

We are looking forward to a festive winter in the Children’s Department this year.  Plans are underway 

to have several crafting programs, a holiday photo booth, and a game day in the Program Center.   We 

hope to see lots of children visiting the library and discovering all the joys we have to offer. 

Let your friends and neighbors know that Santa Claus will be visiting us for Story Time on Friday, 

December 22 at 10:30.  We’ll have a story, songs, crafts, and plenty of time for last minute chats with 

“the big guy”.   Santa says to let everyone know this will likely be his last stop before heading back to 

the Pole to pack his sleigh, so don’t let the kids miss it. 

Our Family Book Club will be reading winter-themed books for the months of December, January, and 

February.  Any families with children are welcome to join us.  Each household borrows a copy of the 

chosen book and reads together at home.  We get together on Friday afternoons at 3:30 to discuss the 

book, play and craft.  If any families would like to help start a similar book club on a different day, feel 

free to contact Jennifer in the Children’s Department. 

We are working on creating a volunteer list for the Children’s Department.  If anyone is interested in 

helping organize children’s books, prepare craft supplies, or help with programming, come in and 

speak with us.   
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TECH TALK 
by Zoe Pride 

We have a new great addition to our E-Resources selection, RBDigital!  

Many of you may have probably noticed that our e-magazine resource (Formerly Zinio) has changed; 

do not be alarmed, it has improved. Along with our ever increasing number of E-magazines, you will 

now be able to access E-Audiobooks and E-books through the new RBDigital app (available on An-

droid, Apple, and Kindle Fire devices).  

E-Magazines

If you have used our E-magazine app (Zinio) in the past, you are all set. Simply download the 
RBDigital app to your device, login, and begin reading your favorite magazine. A full listing of our 
current E-magazine issues listed below.

E-Audiobooks

Enjoy listening to audiobooks on your commute or while you are doing laundry/dishes/yard-work?

RBDigital E-Audiobooks has over 4,600 adult titles and 1,600 children’s titles. All titles are able to be 
accessed simultaneously, which means no wait times!

E-Books

Another addition to our RBDigital collection is Classic E-books. The Call of the Wild, Moby Dick, 
Swiss Family Robinson, Treasure Island and many more classic titles are available through 
RBDigital.

So for your next great read, check out RBDigital on our website or download the App on your device. 
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Allrecipes  
American Survival Guide  
Backpacker  
Better Homes and Gardens  
Birds & Blooms  
Cooking with Paula Deen  
Country  
Country Living  
Discover  
Family Tree  
FamilyFun  
First for Women  
Food Network Magazine  
Healthy Recipes from Around the 
World  
HGTV Magazine  

Inked  
Interweave Crochet  
Interweave Knits  
Men's Fitness  
MOTHER EARTH NEWS  
Motor Trend  
National Geographic  
National Park Journal  
Newsweek  
PC Gamer (US Edition)  
Prevention  
Reader's Digest  
Runner's World  
Smithsonian Magazine  
Southern Lady  
VegNews Magazine  
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Readers’ Picks
Betty:  

The Fallen  
by Ace Atkins 

“another great Quinn         
Colson novel” 

Main, North 

Sue:  

Another of the  
Hogarth Series 

The Gap of Time  
by Jeanette Winterson 

Main, READS 

Mary:  

The Nightingale  
by Kristin Hannah  

“captivating realistic  
fiction” 

Main, North, READS  

Anita: 

Ten Years Taken 

by Susannah B. 
Lewis 

Main 

Priscilla:  
“I love mystery and suspense,  
but I can’t choose just one”  

Any of The Rider Creed Series
and Suspect by Robert Crais 

North, LP, READS 
Main, North, READS 

Amber:             

The Shack  
by Wm. Paul Young 

“memorable” 

Main, North, READS 
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First Thursdays • Noon 

December 7, 2017  • Why Are Professors Liberal and Why Do Conservatives Care by Neil Gross present-
ed by Dr. Don Huneycutt. Join us for a lively presentation and discussion. 

January 4, 2018 • Ted Kluck, Communication Arts Professor at Union University, will use his many skills 
and experiences as writer, author and editor in his program. 

February 1, 2018 • Daryl Hubbard and his book, The Decarceration of Black America. The book is about 
the pitfalls of the criminal justice system, and how it adversely affects people of color.




