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PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
by Sue Ann Barnes, President - Friends of the Library Board 

The program year got off to a wonderful start. Those of you who 
attended the opening program with Ken Newman and Carolyn 
Malone know how much information and emotion the book reviewed 
by Ken and the experiences related by Carolyn exercised both our 
minds and our hearts. Cody Miller’s October presentation on the 
Melungeon people of the Appalachian Region explored the interaction 
of history and genetics and was fascinating. The mystery writers of 
Scandinavia, Great Britain and Ireland were introduced to us by Gary 
Boutwell and his enthusiasm made the reading list he provided a 
treasure trove for the mystery lovers among us. Well, we are about to 
begin another season and our winter programs should also add to 
your enjoyment and enlightenment.  

Sharla Amirault, a member of the Friends of the Library and her 
husband Louis Amirault, who is an Acadian from Nova Scotia, 
Canada will do our First Thursday in December. Join us at noon on 
December 6 when you will hear about the phenomenon of the Bay of 
Fundy and the 
highest tides in 
the world, one  
of the earliest 
settlements in 
North America 
at Port Royal, 
the Expulsion 
of the Acadian 
people (now 
known as 
Cajuns), the 
scallop capital 
of the world, 
the history of 
the Oak Island treasure and much more. Remember to come a bit 
before noon to enjoy refreshments and conversations with your 
library friends. You can even bring your lunch or go to lunch at one of 
the downtown eateries after the program.  
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January’s program will introduce you to two nonprofit organizations whose 
good works make our community a better place.  

The Madison County Imagination Library will be represented by Jason 
Shultz who will tell us about their mission to improve literacy by 
providing books to the children of Madison County.    

Lori Collins and Patti Simpson 
with Redemption Road Rescue 
will share the story of this non-
profit formed to rescue, 
rehabilitate and re-home horses 
in need in West Tennessee. 

Children and Animals how can you not want to come and learn 
about these wonderful groups that do so much to enrich our 
community.  Join us January 3 at noon for this program.   

And then in February our program will be a presentation by 
Pierre DuVentre, who was born in Memphis but moved to Jackson 
when he was three and grew up and was educated here. Pierre is 
the owner and operator of D’Top Roofing and Repair Company and under his vision and leadership, 
D’Top continues to meet the needs of the regional area and has been recognized by the Jackson Sun’s 
Readers’ Choice Awards for consecutive years, and honored by the Jackson African American Chamber 
of Commerce. He was also awarded a top 40 under 40 award from the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation.  His 
First Thursday program is on February 7 at noon and will draw on his passion for being a lifelong 
learner and his commitment to our community.  

You may have noticed that I referred to our programs as First Thursday, rather than Noon Review. The 
Friends Board at their last meeting realized that we needed a new name, as many of our programs are 
not “book reviews”, though we still have and enjoy programs devoted to a particular book or author. We 
also have programs that are not book focused and the one thing the programs share is that they are on 
the first Thursday of the month. So there you have it…our regular programs will be known as First 
Thursday.  And, I hope to see you at one soon, but don’t forget the library has many other programs and 
events for you to enjoy, so next time you pass by the circulation desk, don’t forget to pick up a Program 
Guide. This new publication was introduced at the 50th Anniversary Celebration along with the Library’s 
new logo. (To see a copy of the Program Guide, click on its picture in the banner at the top of the 
library’s home page.) One of December’s programs is a Community Holiday Party and the Friends are 
proving support for this library program. Your membership in the Friends and your purchases of books 
from our Continuing Book Sale provide the funds that are used to help support programming at the 
library. THANK YOU for your support.  
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Library want to see our mission of suppor ng 

the Library and its programming help our library 

grow and thrive and keep opening those doors.  
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LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
by Dinah Harris 

Every season contains its own delightful elements. 
Winter is no exception with the gatherings of 
families and friends, delicious treats, beautiful 
sounds of singing and music, the beauty of freshly 
fallen snow, and the excitement you feel in the air. 
The Library contributes to the joy of the season by 
offering several holiday themed events that include 
gathering with others, partaking of treats, and 
enjoying holiday music. Be sure and pick up a copy 
of our November-December Program Guide for a 
complete listing with descriptions. Also stay in 
touch with us on Facebook as we will be adding 
musical entertainment throughout the month of 
December. We would especially like to invite 
everyone to participate in our Community Holiday 
Party on December 20, at 1 p.m. Library Staff and 
Friends are invited to bring home-baked goods. 
We plan to have games and nice prizes. It is always 
a great time of community togetherness.  

A couple of changes will be occurring after the 
holidays. Beginning January 1, the Main Library 
will open each morning at 9 a.m. instead of 10 a.m. 
The caring library staff is rearranging their 
working hours to accommodate our guests for this 
extra hour each day.  It is our pleasure to do so! 

From January 21 through February 2, the library 
will be closed while the area under the balcony is 
being remodeled. New flooring and new shelving 
will be installed in that area. Some of the book 
collection will be relocated. We do plan to offer 
limited services during this time. Items may be 
placed on hold by accessing the library’s catalog on 
our website (www.jmclibrary.org); the items may 
then be picked up at either library location. The 
library will also be offering a very limited space for 
our daily guests to sit, read the daily newspapers, 
and/or just get in from the cold for a bit. Two 
computers will be available for guests to use for 
essential services such as unemployment 
recertification, job applications, and such things. 
We will also be able to send faxes and make our 
copier available.  

If you’ve never visited our North Branch, this 
would be an excellent time to do so.  We have 
recently converted the program room there into a 
larger children’s area. This also enabled us to add 
shelf space for the adult book collection.  

Our gift to you is to make the best use of the 
library’s space and staff hours to your greatest 
advantage. Your gift to us is to enjoy it! 

 

TRUSTEES COLUMN 
by Elaine Christian 

In October, I had the pleasure of bringing my 
grandson Miller to a special event at the library 
featuring Mr. Bond the Science Guy. He was so 
excited to be with the “big kids” to make green 
slime. It was a wonderful event filled with learning 
and hands-on fun. During moments like these, I 
am reminded that the variety of the programs we 
offer for all ages are an essential part of the overall 
work being done by our tremendous library staff. I 
am also very appreciative of the support given by 
the Friends of the Library to provide extra funds to 
make our programming special. 

There are so many wonderful things happening at 
our library, and I wanted us tell that story in a new 
and engaging way. This summer, Dinah and her 
team began working on a new magazine-style 
programming guide that would feature two months 
of events, as well as library news and resources. 
That guide was unveiled, along with our new logo, 
in September to rave reviews. Being able to see the 
magnitude of our programs laid out in this way 
truly speaks to the all the ways our library strives 
to serve this community. 

Glancing through the past two issues, one can see 
the influence of some of our recent technology 
grants with STEM-oriented programming, one can 
see how we’re serving our homeschooling 
community with special programs; and, one can 
see how we’ve provided opportunities for students 
when our schools have been on break. One can also 
see the partnerships that have been developed with 
various groups to provide additional programming 
and services for adults. I encourage you to grab a 
copy the next time you are in the library!   

In combination with all the physical improvements 
that will be taking place at the beginning of the 
year with new shelving and flooring at the Main 
Library, and an expanded Children’s Library at the 
North Branch, I am confident that our library will 
continue to provide relevant programming and 
services necessary to meet the ever-changing needs 
of our community. 



NEWS FROM THE TEEN ROOM 

by Jessi Rieger 

What happens if you put pizza dough, chocolate chips, and bananas in a waffle iron? I have no idea, but 
the teens and I are going to find out on December 12 at 5 p.m., in a program we’re calling What Can We 
Waffle?  Teens in the 6th through 12th grades can join in the fun as we experiment with wacky and 
wonderful ingredients to see what a waffle iron can (and maybe, sometimes, shouldn’t) cook. What Can 
We Waffle? will be held in the Board Room at the Main Library. 

In other Teen Room news, our monthly Teen Movie Night kick-off in October was a hit, with a showing 
of the creepy Tim Burton classic The Nightmare before Christmas. Upcoming titles for teens include A 
Wrinkle in Time (2018, PG) in December, Ready Player One (2018, PG-13) in January, and Doctor 
Strange (2016, PG-13) in February. Teen Movie Nights are open to teens in 6th through 12th grades, and 
are a fun opportunity to kick back and, enjoy a movie and popcorn in the Teen Room. Please check our 
calendar or Facebook page for specific dates and show times. 

Additionally, Anime Club continues to be a strong programming presence for the J-MC Library teens, 
meeting the first and third Saturday of every month at 3 p.m. We invite all those who are interested in 
anime, whether you are just starting out or able to sing along with all of the theme songs. During 
meetings, we watch anime, play games, compare our favorite anime and manga, craft, and (politely) 
debate. Of course, Mondays are a great time to drop by the Teen Room. We always have something to 
play with, design, create, sew, build, draw, or make from 3:30 to 5 p.m. during our freestyle teen maker-
time, Maker Mondays.  

The Teen Program is teaming up with the Children’s department in upcoming months for Scratch Meet 
Ups and STEM events. As always, we encourage everyone to follow our Facebook page, or drop by for a 
monthly event calendar, so that you can stay up to date on our exciting programming opportunities. 
While you’re here, stop by the Teen Room to see our collection of YA fiction, non-fiction, manga, 
graphic novels, audiobooks, and DVDs. Remember—the room is for the teens, but the collection is for 
everyone! 

CHILDREN’S NEWS 
We’ve got lots of ways to warm up the winter for the kiddos.  If you haven’t already, join our Facebook 
group JMCL KIDS to stay up to date on what’s happening at the library.   

Look at how much fun we had making terrariums!  We want to say a big Thank you to Mrs. Sue Barnes 
for sharing her expertise and love for gardening.  The children were excited and learned a lot. Good luck 
to all those little plants! 

Santa will be here the Friday before Christmas at 10:30 a.m. for a special Story Time.  And we have 
plans for a Winter Book Bingo game for families in January.  Stop by and see us! 
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ADULT SERVICES COLUMN  
by Jenci Spradlin, Adult Services Librarian 

Holiday Cheer and Beating the Winter Blues 

The holiday season is always a special time at the library, and this year, we have several special events 
to keep your spirits high, as well as programs in the New Year to help you beat those winter blues. 

To kick off the season, we are offering a holiday crafting event on December 6 at 4 p.m. for all ages 
where we will help you make a variety of ornaments using book pages. Don’t worry – no library books 
will be harmed in the making of these ornaments! 

On December 18 at 5:30 p.m., you can enjoy a screening of the 1954 holiday classic, White Christmas, 
starring Bing Crosby. Prior to the screening, hear from local Bing Crosby expert, Dr. Anton Garcia-
Fernandez, co-editor of Bing Magazine, the official publican of International Club Crosby, the longest-
running fan club in the world. Dr. Garcia-Fernandez is a professor of Spanish at UT Martin and a new 
resident of Jackson. 

On December 20 from 1 – 2:30 p.m., we will host our annual Community Holiday Party where we offer 
homemade goodies, music and door prizes. Thanks to the Friends of the Library, we will also be able to 
offer each guest a small gift. This is a wonderful way to provide something special for many of our 
regular patrons who often do not otherwise have opportunities to attend holiday gatherings.  

Starting in January, we will launch a winter reading program with Winter Blues Book Bingo. 
Throughout the months of January and February, you can check out and read books to complete a 
Bingo vertically, horizontally, or diagonally. You can also access thousands of ebooks via Tennessee 
R.E.A.D.S. The program is open to all ages with different Bingo cards for kids, teens, and adults. You 
can pick up your card at the Main Library or North Branch in late December, or download one from 
our website. Return your bingo card to the library by March 1, 2019. With every Bingo you get on your 
card, you'll be entered into a grand prize drawing for a $25 Amazon gift card. Prizes will be drawn for 
each age category. 

Finally, we are bringing back our popular Blind Date with a Book promotion. Books will be wrapped 
up with only a short description to give you a hint of what is inside. Check out the book and discover a 
new literary love! Be sure to grab one of our new program guides for even more events and great 
information. 

On December 18 at 5:30 p.m.,  enjoy a screening of the 1954 

holiday classic, White Christmas, starring Bing Crosby.   

Prior to the screening, hear from local Bing Crosby expert,  

Dr. Anton Garcia-Fernandez.
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RANDOM THOUGHTS  
From Random Library Lovers:   

 

Ann Van der Linde: 

I love my library, and I love gardening, and I love gardening at my library, so last Saturday, five hardy 
Master Gardener trainees spent about three hours working in the library park spreading mulch. The 
continued improvement of the park gives us all a sense of pride and accomplishment.  Yes, it was 
cold. But we were in the perfect place to see the Veterans’ Day parade.  Can’t beat all that! 

 

 

Jan Hetzler: 

Community Montessori students to build ‘Little Free Library’ 
November 13, 2018  

 WBBJ 7 Eyewitness News Staff 

JACKSON, Tenn. — Students at one local school are hoping to 
make a difference in their community. 

A group of third graders at Community Montessori School in 
Jackson are building a “Little Free Library” for the communi-
ty. The students have received a grant through the nonprofit 
Impact Library program. Students are still deciding on a loca-
tion for their library. The parts for the project are expected to 
arrive next month. The group is now fundraising to help with 
the costs of upkeep and buying new books. 

They hope to host community events at the library location once it is set up. 

 

 

Sue Ann Barnes:  

When I told Jenci that I loved the new library logo and that the Friends had been using as a station-
ary heading the old library logo, she used her many skills to create a new logo for the friends.  
  

 And here it is… 
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RBdigital Magazines, the world's largest newsstand, offers full-color digital magazines for anytime, any-
where reading on desktops, mobile devices, and apps. Your library's collection of popular digital maga-
zines includes both new and backlist titles with no holds, no checkout periods, and no limits. 

 Online reading: Instantly read all current and backlist magazines on desktop and mobile  
 browsers. 

 Mobile apps: Download and read magazines on 95% of today's mobile devices, including iOS 
 (Apple®), Android™, and Kindle Fire™/HD/HDX. 

 Backlist: Grow your collection and build a digital backlist for anytime checkout and reading. 

 Easy browsing and checkout: Browse your library's collection by newest issue, keyword search, 
 genre and language to find your favorites and to discover new reading interests. 

 Two ways to read: Check out magazines and read them instantly on your desktop or mobile 
 browser — or check out and download magazines through mobile apps. 

 Helpful notifications: Sign up for weekly email reminders about your favorite magazines. 

 No limit and permanent checkout: Check out as many issues as you want and keep them in 
 your account as long as you wish. 

 
Explore these new magazines:  

 Kiplinger’s Personal Finance People Book-a-zines  
 Weight Watchers Time Book-a-zines 
 Old House Journal  Publisher’s Weekly  
 Billboard Magazine  Girl’s World 

YOU MUST RESISTER your account from a browser window by visiting ww.rbdigital.com.  



Friends of the 
JMC Library 
433 East Lafayette Street 

Jackson, TN 38301 
731-425-8600 

 
Visit Us Online at:  
www.jmcl.tn.org 
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Friends of the Library Board feel free to contact us 

President 
Sue Ann Barnes 
731‐422‐5253 
 

Vice‐President 
(Membership)  
Janet Hetzler 
731‐225‐6053 
 
 

 

Vice‐President 
(Programs) 
Dr. Ken Newman 
731‐424‐1927 
  

Treasurer 
Sue Davis 
731‐422‐1319 
 

 
 

Secretary 
Sharla Amirault 
731‐664‐885  
 

Hospitality Chair 
Ann Van der Linde  
731‐989‐3929  
 

Informa on Officer 
Kathleen Huneycu  
731‐668‐5996 

Board Members 
Daryl Hubbard 
731‐616‐5726 
 
Jansa Lassiter   
205‐919‐4310 
 
Lan Wang  
731‐426‐7593 
 

Dr. Jerry Woods 
731‐424‐6325 
Ms. Dinah Harris 
Ex Officio 
731‐425‐8600 
 

James Cherry 
Literary Resource 
731‐422‐2524 
 

 

FIRST THURSDAY PROGRAMS • NOON 

December 6, 2018 • Nova Scotia - The Land and its People  
 Presented by Louis and Sharla Amirault 
 

January 3, 2019 • Madison County Imagination Library and Redemption Road Rescue 
 Presented by Jason Shultz, Lori Collins and Patti Simpson 
 

February 7, 2019 • Community Focus 
 Presented by Pierre DuVentre  


