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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
by Ann Van der Linde 

Hello, my Library Friends,  

 

I have so missed our monthly get-togethers! Having a chance to 

mingle, share some thoughts and experiences, to drink good coffee, 

and eat good treats—- those times were more special than perhaps we 

realized. How are you doing? Are you staying in touch with friends 

and family, even if not up close and personally? We must make the 

effort and take the time to reach out to people. Even if you are doing 

okay, someone else may need a kind word or thoughtful question. 

Please share yourself. 

 

Not much going on at my house, but I did make a trip to the library 

last week and came home with a tall stack of FoL sale books. My 

reading has changed these days. I can’t concentrate on long passages 

or complicated thoughts, even if they are beautifully written. The 

books I’ve been reading are quick and easy, like cookies. I’m already 

almost through the stack! For last, I’m saving the big Jane Smiley 

book, Horse Heaven, because it’s big print and about horses. And 

Jane is a great writer. 

 

I have been enjoying reading poetry. Margaret 

Atwood (Handmaid’s Tale) has a new book of 

poetry out. Did you know she is a well-known 

poet? Poetry gives me the emotional expression 

and release I need, but in just a few lines. I get 

the meat, skip the potatoes and cake. 

 

The library is quiet and soul-full. Go for a visit 

and check out some book friends. 

 

And please, join us for our First Thursday Zooms. They aren’t the 

same as in person, but we do gather, learn some interesting stuff,  

and see some different faces. We miss you. Please join us.  
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LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
by Dinah Harris 

Dinah Harris and her staff want to remind you of the current schedule and that masks are required.  
For questions phone: (731) 425-8600      

            

Main Library  

433 East Lafayette Street | Jackson, TN 38301 

Fax: (731) 425-8609 
 

Hours: 

Monday-Thursday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m.  
(Open to Public) 

Friday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. (Open to Public) 

Saturday: 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. (Curbside Only)
Sunday: Closed 

 

North Branch 

8 Stonebridge Blvd. | Jackson, TN 38305 

Fax: (731) 300-0370 
 

Hours: 

Monday-Friday: 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. (Open to Public) 

Saturday & Sunday: Closed 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
We will not be able to have our Community 
Holiday Party this year. However, we would like 
to see you and give you a gift! We are offering to 
take high quality images of you and/or your 
immediate family for free! Photographs will be 
emailed to you right after they are taken. 
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MASK UP 
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CHILDREN’S COLUMN 
by Jennifer Kilburn 

Pick up some books for the kids! Or fill out a Book Bundle request form, and we'll pick some out for you! 

Picture Book Bundle:  
https://forms.gle/B8xTMC41FiMzsQfT7 

Chapter Book Bundle: 
https://forms.gle/Kdx2hmoUwv4vWwB9 

Beginning Reader Bundle:  
https://forms.gle/z1qcRPveUbLSqfBPA 

Learning Theme Bundle:  
https://forms.gle/SwXytGErLbVJX1Py6 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM THE TEEN ROOM 
by Jess Rieger 

Have you visited the JMCL Teen Blog yet? It’s one of the many ways you can stay up to date on our Young Adult 
program and collection. The blog features regular posts, typically two to three per month, highlighting a variety 
of topics, including: 

• Book reviews and recommendations,  

• New materials (books, movies, audiobooks, and more), 

• Library events, 

• And more! 

If you’d like to find the JMCL Teen Blog, you can look us up at jmclteenblog.worpress.com, or visit the library 
website, jmclibrary.org, and look under the “Teen Library” dropdown menu. You can also subscribe so that you 
will receive an email alert each time the blog is updated.  

 

Ed. Note: There are always interesting book 
displays in the Teen Room, and you might find 
something you can read and then share in a 
discussion with your teen children or 
grandchildren. Over a year ago, I found and read 
The Book Thief which two of my granddaughters 
had read. And then, we watched the movie 
together. What a wonderful way to share. If you 
have not read the quotes on the walls of the Teen 
Room, it is worth a visit and a read. 



 

 

READING RECOMMENDATIONS 
Contributed by FOL members 

From Patti Simpson: The 
Evening and the Morning  
by Ken Follett 

As a big fan of Ken Follett after 
I finished the Century Trilogy, 
I felt sad to have finished this 
incredible saga of life behind 
the scenes of known history in 
England.  Then I was delighted 
to find The Evening and the 
Morning. The Publisher says it 
best: 

"Thirty years ago, Ken Follett published his most 
popular novel, The Pillars of the Earth. Now, 
Follett's masterful new prequel The Evening and the 
Morning takes us on an epic journey into a historical 
past rich with ambition and rivalry, death and birth, 
love and hate, that will end where The Pillars of the 
Earth begins"- 

You won't be disappointed, I 
was gripped page by page 
and couldn't wait to get home 
and read.  A perfect read for 
the dreary days of winter, you 
will be so grateful that you 
didn't suffer the hardships of 
these hardy folks of old. 

From Janet Hetzler: 
Ordinary Grace  
by William Kent 

I recently read a captivating 
novel called Ordinary Grace.   

The main character is a boy coming of age in the 
1960's.  Over one summer, he learns about adult 
experiences such as stealing, lying, adultery, betrayal 
and death.   By the grace of God, he gains wisdom and 
maturity.  The author is William Kent Krueger. 

From Rebecca Stanfield:  
Flora by Gail Godwin 

I read the FOL newsletter and 
thought I would write about a 
book I can recommend: Gail 
Godwin’s Flora, which is several 
years old but new to me. The 
setting and the characters all 
seemed intimately familiar to 
me. 

Flora is set in a fictional 
Asheville, NC during WWII. 
One of the characters goes 
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across the mountains to Oak Ridge to work during 
the time of the Manhattan Project. The precocious 
and difficult child-narrator was instantly 
recognizable to me and by turns, was infuriating, 
entertaining and saddening. Her grandmother was 
the kind of older relative I used to wish for. In 
addition, early in the book, the narrator is confined 
to her home & yard due to a polio outbreak in town. 
This detail mirrored our own isolation due to Covid. 
 
It is ironic that I discovered this book by reading 
about Thomas Wolfe and all the authors he 
inspired. I read You Can’t Go Home Again in June, 
before I started the Godwin book. After 750 pages 
of Wolfe, I had no desire to go back to his works, 
again! But Godwin—well, I might try another one 
of her novels soon. 

Two from Karen Codjoe:  
The Toni Morrison Book Club 

I saw this book over the shoulder 
of a news correspondent.  With the 
pandemic and home zooming, we 
get to see what’s on others’ 
bookshelves.  

Four friends:  Juda Bennett, 
Winnifred Brown-Glaude, 
Cassandra Jackson, and Piper 
Kendrix Williams collaborate 
to write this book.  They use 

Toni Morrison’s words to center themselves and 
relay their thoughts about the current state of 
affairs in the United States.  Four of Toni 
Morrison’s eleven novels are chosen: The Bluest 
Eye (1970), Toni Morrison’s first novel; Song of 
Solomon (1977); Beloved (1987), her Nobel Prize 
winning novel; and A Mercy (2008).  These 
provide a sampling of Toni Morrison’s incredible 
ability to write about the Black community without 
the “white gaze.” 

The Bluest Eye serves as the springboard for a 
discussion about mental illness in the Black 
community.  Song of Solomon’s portrayal of the 
real dangers of being a Back man in the 20th 
century is the backdrop for a telling story of a 
young Black student attending Brown University 
who is harassed by local police.  

The book Beloved calls out very explicitly the fear 
that Black mothers still have for their daughters.  A 
Mercy is in part the story of people of various 
racial and ethnic backgrounds and reminds us that 
the United States was made great by their collective 
work and social bonds.  The author highlights 
actions and behaviors that dismiss this fact.  
This book is a quick read and a nice way to revisit 
Toni Morrison’s incredible work. 
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And Begin Again by 
Eddie S. Glaude Jr. 

James Baldwin’s writings 
sought to raise essential 
questions about race.  
Begin Again (2020), is  
a well written examination 
of Baldwin’s work.  
Princeton University 
African American 
Studies Professor Eddie 
Glaude believes that we 
are in the midst of a 
reckoning with race.  
Society has experienced two other race reckoning.  
The first was the Civil War and Reconstruction.  
The second was the Black freedom struggle of the 
mid-20th Century.  Professor Glaude shows that 
the questions that James Baldwin explored are not 
resolved and continue to seek resolution today.  He 
begins the book with details of a moving visit to 
James Baldwin’s home in France.  The book 
provides details of James Baldwin’s time outside 
the United States in Turkey and France. Interactions 
with the Black Panthers and Martin Luther King 
are also described.  Looking again at James Baldwin’s 
essential questions about race is challenging and 
necessary. 
 

PUZZLING 
By Sue Ann Barnes 

During the slow time of 
Covid with my normal 
gatherings: family, 
friend, social, exercise, 
intellectual or volunteer 
severely limited, many 
of my hours have been 
filled with reading which 
is true for several of the 
other contributors to 
this Newsletter. But, 
there were many other 
hours when another 
pastime filled my mind, 
occupied my hands and 

my coffee or dining room table. Some I worked 
alone and on others I had help. 

There were bird puzzles, flower puzzles, nature 
puzzles, a suffragette puzzle. There were extremely 
difficult puzzles like the Shakespeare and a 
Fairyland puzzle with teeny-tiny people and a 
puzzle shaped like a deer with other deer over the 
big deer, so that it was more than four legged. Most 
were 1000 piece, but a round one of the moon was 

 
 just 100 large 
pieces but all in 
shades of grey. 
Some I bought 
and some were 
gifts or shares. 
Some I think were 
sent by people 
who were 
determined to 

make my life difficult. Like the one my sister shared 
that came across the Atlantic to baffle me with 
pieces that were nearly identical or the wooden one 
a friend shared 
that had missing 
pieces. But they 
filled the time, 
challenged my 
patience and 
were often in my 
Facebook posts 
or family texts.  

I’m sharing them 
with you, in the 
hope that I may inspire you to check your closets or 
attics for a long-forgotten puzzle that will bring joy. 
My family often does a puzzle when we have a 
large, long visit because the puzzling gene must be 
strong in many of our family members.  It is a great 
activity when the weather is not cooperating and now 
when there is so much time to fill.  
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THE WAY IT IS 
By Sue Ann Barnes 

We are slim on events, news, and all kinds of  
celebrations … so, the newsletter is a bit thin. 
But we are still here, and life has not stopped, 
though it has slowed considerably for many of 
us. However, adjusting to change is necessary 
and not always easy. But it if we work at it, we 
can adjust… No coffee or refreshments, no 
meeting friends, or going for lunch after, just 
First Thursday Zoom and some Friends did.   

Say “So long!” To 2020, and LET IT GO!  

The December First Thursday was conducted 
by Karen Codjoe and Ann Van der Linde. They 
had instructed us to have “pen, paper, candle, 
and lighter”, so we were aware this was a  
different kind of presentation.  

Karen described the program as a "grounding  
moment" to end 2020 and recognized it as a 
year that has brought challenges, changes, and 
growth. The grounding began with a land  
acknowledgement.  A Land Acknowledgement 
is a statement recognizing the traditional  
territory of the Indigenous people who called 
the land home before they were  
displaced.  Jackson sits on the ancestral  
homeland of the 
Chickasaw people.  

To unite the group 
in community,  
Karen led us in a 
candle light-
ing.  We all lit our 
candles while she 
described the act of 
lighting a candle as 
a prayer and a  
moment of joining 
together.  We then 
had two readings of 
a poem for the 
community.   

The community shared thoughts, feelings, and 
reflections that rose from the readings of the  
poem.  The poem came from this book:  
Together in a Sudden Strangeness  
America's Poets Respond to the Pandemic  
edited by Alice Quinn 

Karen said she chose this poem “because it  
reflects the reality of my pandemic days.  The 
hopefulness and healing in the poem excited 
me and made me look forward with gratitude.” 

Here is the poem: 

And the People Stayed Home  
by Kitty O'Meara 

 And the people stayed home 

 And they listened and read books, and  
 rested, and exercised, and made art,  
             and played games, and learned new 
             ways of being and were still. 

 And they listened more deeply.  Some  
 meditated, some prayed, some danced. 
 Some met their shadows.  And the  
            people began to think differently. 

 And the people healed. 

 And in the absence of people living in  
 ignorant, dangerous, and heartless  
             ways,  the earth began to heal. 

 And when the danger passed, and the  
 people joined together again. and  
             grieved their losses, and made new 
            choices, and dreamed new images and 
            created new ways to live and heal the 
            earth fully, as they had been healed. 
 

Ann’s part of the program was based on the 
book The Artist’s Way by Julia Cameron. 

She began with  
a bit of back-
ground about 
the book: “What 
lies behind us 
and what lies 
before us are 
tiny matters, 
compared to 
what lies within 
us,” said Ralph 
Waldo Emer-
son. This book 
can assist us in 
finding out 
what lies within, 
so we can more fully be who we are meant to 
be, our whole selves. If you feel confused,  
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depressed, angry, frightened in these plague 
times, The Artist’s Way can be a guide to  
recovering your higher self. 

She has been using some of the book’s sugges-
tions for dealing with the stress of the pandem-
ic explaining that several of these suggestions 
revolve around writing. Hence the pen and  
paper part of the instructions for preparation. 
She then led us in a couple of writing exercises 
that cleared our minds and allowed us explore 
the connection between writing and the brain. 
For three minutes we just wrote whatever 
came into our minds. It was enlightening to 
see how the mind travels. And then she asked 
us to write with our non-dominate hand. That 
was strange and for some of us nearly illegible, 
but the thought still flowed, but differently. 

Ann then talked about the difference between 
meditation and mindfulness and some simple 
ways to be mindful. She described in easy to 
grasp terms that it is a process and not a  
destination. It is discovering our place in the 
universe. It is not trying to hold one thought, 
but to be aware of our thoughts, to engage with 
them. Learning to be centered while moving 
forward toward a healed and healthy world is  
a goal that Ann and Karen’s program may help 
us reach. 

Libraries are sacred time machines 

where knowledge flows and magic 

is eternal. 

~Mari Barnes 
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOARD feel free to contact us 

President 
Ann Van der Linde  
731-736-2433  

 

Vice-President 
(Membership)  
Janet Hetzler 
731-255-6053 

Vice-President 
(Programs) 
Karen Codjoe 
731-661-9208 

Secretary 
Kim Hoeldtke 
731-256-8050 
 

Treasurer 
Sue Davis 
731-422-1319 
 

 

 

Information Officer 
Kathleen Huneycutt 
731-668-5996 
 
 

Refreshments 
Sharla Amirault 
731-664-8854  

 
 

Refreshments 
Wanda Scanlon 
731-394-7985 
 
 

 Daryl Hubbard 
 731-616-5726 

 

 Janice Rutter 
 731-736-2539 

  Dr. Jerry Woods 
  731-424-6325 

 

    Patti Simpson 
    615-289-0777 

          
                               Ex Officio 
 

                              
 

Editor:  
Sue Ann Barnes 
731-422-5253 
 

 

 JMCL Director: 
 Dinah Harris 
 731-425-8600 
 

 Literary Resource: 
 James Cherry 
 731-422-2524 

FIRST THURSDAY PROGRAMS – NOON on ZOOM 

If you want to join the monthly Zoom meeting, please email Dinah Harris at dharris@madisoncountytn.gov.  

You will then receive an email with the link to join the meeting, along with ways to join via phone. 

If you would like to reserve a spot at the library to attend in-person, please call Sue Barnes at 731-422-5253.  

Seating will be limited to 25 attendees. Masks will be required. 

These are links to the Zooms for the last two First Thursdays 

December Friends of the Library First Thursday: https://www.facebook.com/153213315314/videos/388936122558362/ 

November Friends of the Library First Thursday (Mayor Conger): https://www.facebook.com/153213315314/videos/389125572295367/ 

  Friends of the Library thank you for your book, DVD and other donations.  

These keep our Continuing Book Sale going strong even in this time of restricted activity.  

http://www.jmclibrary.org/

