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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

by Wanda Scanlon - FOL Board President 
 

Hello, my fellow Friends, 

  

As I write this Thanksgiving is upon us and Christmas is right around the 

corner. We welcomed three new board members this term: Sherri Brauss 

who teaches at USJ, Melissa Moore, a retired teacher and familiar face in 

the library and Bill Winston, a Deacon at St. Mary’s Catholic Church. They 

have been a wonderful addition with their input and fresh ideas. We feel 

fortunate to work with these dedicated volunteers.  

Our book sales, at North and Main have been going well this Fall. With 

these funds, in addition to your dues and donations we have been true to 

our mission statement: assist the library. This quarter the board approved 

the purchase some items for the maker space; will assist in having the 

carpet cleaned, and provide funding for the upcoming Holiday party. A big 

thank you to the Friends who donate, help sort books and/or shop to 

provide funding for these library extras.  

The library Holiday party will be held Thursday, December 15 from 1-3 

pm. We are encouraging Friends to bring "real food" in addition to the pizza 

and sandwiches we serve the guests. They especially enjoy "homemade " 

foods. It’s a wonderful community party you will enjoy; I promise. Do you 

have the gift of music? There is a piano in the room and you can dust off 

your old music books play Christmas tunes. Please call or email me if you 

wish to contribute or need information about attending the party. The entire 

community is welcome! 

First Thursdays have been well received the past 3 months with two book 

reviews and an author talk. Covid was hard on many things and First 

Thursday attendance was no exception. Fortunately, that’s no longer an 

issue!! Need some new ideas about books, authors, hobbies or just lunch 

out? Please put First Thursday back on your schedule, grab a lunch bag 

and join us. Drinks and nibbles provided. You won't be sorry!! Our own 

Jerry Woods is in charge of December and we will be treated to his 

readings from his play "Much Obliged Mr. Rosenwald."   
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"Reading is...going somewhere with-

out ever taking a train or a ship, an 

unveiling of new and incredible 

worlds. It's living a life you weren't 

born into and a chance to see every-

thing colored by someone else's  

perspective. It’s learning without 

having to face consequences of  

failures, and how best to succeed" 

M a d e l i n e  M a r t i n .   
 

I don't know about you BUT that 

makes me want to check out a new 

book. See you at the library my 

Friends!  



 

LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 

by Dinah Harris 
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Community is such a 

beautiful thing, and that is 

what the library is all about! 

I looked over the library  

yesterday and saw commu-

nity building occurring all 

across the space. The maker space had a group of 

people doing crafts. Children and parents filled the 

children’s area for story time. The computer lab had 

people doing their business and surfing the web. 

The program center had students studying for the 

high school equivalency diploma. The board room 

had ESL (English as a second language) classes in 

session. People were browsing the Friends’ book 

sale shelves in the hall way and finding treasures. 

Across the library people were relaxing or reading. 

The scene brought great joy to my heart. This is 

what the library is all about.  

I am very thankful for a community that supports 

and appreciates the library. I am thankful for fund-

ing bodies (Thank you City of Jackson and Madison 

County) that support the library. I am thankful for 

two wonderful support organizations, The Library 

Foundation and The Friends of the Library. I am 

thankful for a staff that truly cares about people and 

work together to enrich lives. I am thankful for a 

Library Board who is active and support me and my 

staff in our efforts for the library.  

I am thankful for the opportunity to make a  

difference in the lives of people. What more could 

we ask for in life.  I give you my warmest wishes for 

a happy and blessed holiday season. 

Finding Book Clubs 

by Editor and Library Staff 

Jackson and Madison County has a long and rich 

history that was celebrated in 2022 in many of our 

communities with programs and events. Some events 

took place at our library and many of you may have 

participated. But I want you to know that our area is  

rich in book clubs and if you want to find a suitable 
one to join, you usually need to meet a member of a 
club to know about the club. The First Thursday  
Programs of the Friends of the Jackson Madison 
County Library at noon on the first Thursday of each 
month September through May is a great place to 
start. The Friends are a group that loves and  
supports the library and its members are book lovers. 

There is least one book club that meets at the library 
on the last Tuesday of many months, The African 

American Book Club and it welcomes visitors to its 
meetings. The Mutual Improvement Club, was the 
oldest book group in Jackson and for many years it 
met at the library, but it disbanded several years ago. 
So, I believe the longest running book group in our 
area is the Joseph E. Martin Shakespeare Circle  
which is in its 128th year. It is a club with a deep 
interest in The Bard, which mixes Shakspeare with 
literature tied to a yearly theme. 

The staff of the library wants to be helpful in your 
search for a book group. Shayne Plunk, the adult 
librarian, is applying for a community read grant  
and is hoping to compile a list of book clubs and a  
contact in each group. This will enable him to  
provide information to book groups and to people 
looking for a book group to join. Reach him at 
splunk@madisoncountytn.gov. 
 

Another place to look is the Event page (https://

jmclibrary.org/events.php) on the Library website 
which has information on the clubs, geared to family 
and children, that meet at the library. I found these 
clubs listed: 
 

Family Book Club: Homeschooling families of all 
ages read the book at home, then meet to discuss 
the book and play games, get creative, and make 
new friends! Registration required. 

Brown Bag Book Club: Tweens and teens are  
welcome to bring a sack lunch and join discussion 
of a featured book each month. 
 

And of course, there is Story Time: Join Ms. Jennifer 
for stories, songs, crafts, and friends. Geared toward 
babies, toddlers, and preschoolers, but all are  
welcome. 
 

And if you like coffee with your book talk, you can  
try the new Book Tok Book Talks: 
At Starbucks by the mall for a teen/
adult book club featuring titles  
circulating the world of Book Tok. 
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News from the Tennessee Room 

by Evelyn Keele 
 

The past year was a momentous one, filled with  
Bicentennial events marking highlights of our county 
and city histories. Kudos are due to the leadership of 
Elaine Christian in unfolding a very successful and 
memorable event. The Tennessee Room was deeply 
involved, not only with requests for history informa-
tion, but with service on some of the subcommittees 
involved. Jack Wood served on the History subcom-
mittee, from which he provided a history timeline and 
bibliography, located requested information, and sifted 
through images needed for the book Milestones. At 
the conclusion of these responsibilities, Jack has  
chosen to reduce his hours to part-time status to allow 
for some well-deserved personal time. I am stepping 
into management of the Tennessee Room. A bit about 
my background: I have worked in the Tennessee 
Room for the past 13 years and I'm a 2017 alumna  
of the Tennessee State Library & Archives program 
Tennessee Archives Institute. Brendan Rowe is  
officially transferring from Circulation to join me  
full-time in the Tennessee Room. Brendan has been 
helping us in our archive area for several months,  
and he has excelled in processing several of our 
manuscript collections.  

Our volunteers are continuing to contribute their  
valuable time. Sandra Kelly is continuing to index  
the Jackson Fire Department Log Books, which  
document fire calls from July, 1920 through Decem-
ber 31, 1982. Sandra is working with the 1970 log, 
which will give us almost 50 years' worth of search-
able fire call listings. Volunteer Linda Freeman is 
working with a collection of Mutual Improvement  
Society program yearbooks as well as assisting with 
our vertical files. Alice-Catherine Carls is processing 
the Jaycee Scrapbooks of Bob Conger. Tennessee 
Room volunteer Ricky Long has been officially  
appointed Madison County historian. Congratulations, 
Ricky! Our "regular" volunteers will be joined by Early 
College High School student Maraki Hickey, who will 
work on the Jackson Sun Obituary Index. We are so 
grateful to all of them for the gift of their time!  

There are some slight changes in the Tennessee Room 
hours. We are now open from 9 am to 5 pm, Monday 
through Saturday. This allows for a little additional 
time on Saturdays, which could be beneficial to  
researchers coming from out of town. Whether the 
task is family genealogy or local history, we are ready 
to assist with our collection resources! 

Please put your name, email and phone 
number so we can easily contact the 

winner. Drawing will be held Thursday, 
Dec. 1st at the First Thursday Friends 

Noon program.   

You do not have to be present to win. 

Look for this poster at  

JMCL Main or Branch 

Happy Holidays from the 

Friends of the Library 

Ticket Drawing for members  

of the Friends  

Are you a member of the Friends? 

If so enter today for 2 tickets on us 

for the Holiday Pops presented by 

the Jackson Symphony. An $80 value 

to one of our lucky members. 

If you're not a member ask one of 

the staff how to join today, a great 

value for only $10.   
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Outliers 

by Malcom Gladwell 

reviewed by Sherri Brauss 

Rarely do I read a page turning nonfiction book,  

but Outliers should be read by all who want to 

have a glimpse of what makes a person top of his 

field. This research-based book 

was filled with all kinds of studies 

from the top hockey players to the  

Chinese population who work in 

the rice fields. Are you an outlier?  
 

If you were born in the months of 

January, February, or March, you 

may be an outlier. How did the Beatles gain such 

popularity and success? It boils down to over 

10,000 hours of practice. That is the key number 

of hours of practice to achiever mastery. Why did 

the generation of seamstress/factory workers of 

New York city produce offspring that were lawyers 

and doctors? Gladwell’s evidence-based research 

on every topic he discusses should be read by all 

because it connects success with several factors. 

You must read to learn the secret to success as an 

outlier. 
 

Winter is Coming 

by Garry Kasparov 

reviewed by Ronnie Barnes 

Garry Kasparov’s book WINTER IS COMING was 

published over seven years ago and should have 

been required reading for those who needed to 

know what to expect from  Vladimir Putin. I  

received my copy as a gift in 2015 

from a granddaughter whose  

language study included Russian. 

After making a quick read, I felt that 

Kasparov detested Putin so much, 

that his book lost objectivity.  

However, a recent re-reading  

coupled with Putin’s behavior proves that Kasparov  

accurately describes the brutal Russian dictator. 

Kasparov makes a compelling case for taking a  

Late Migrations 

by Margaret Renkl 

reviewed by Ann der Linde 

I’m reading a lovely book,  

L A T E  M I G R A T I O N S  

by Margaret Renkl, recommended 

by the owner of Light Trap Books. 

I like to highlight what especially 

pleases me when I read. This 

whole book especially pleases 

me, so almost every page has 

some highlighting, but here are 

three quotes I will share with you: 
 

Blessed are the parents whose final words on  

leaving—the house, the car, the least consequential 

phone call—are always “I love you.” They will leave 

behind children who are lost and still found, broken 

and, somehow, still whole. 
 

Sometimes, when I haven’t slept or the news of the 

world, already bad, suddenly becomes much worse, 

the weight of belonging here is a heaviness I can’t 

shake. But then I think of the glister of a particular 

morning in springtime. I think of standing in the  

sunshine and watering the butterfly garden, which is 

mostly cultivated weeds punctuated by the  

uncultivated kind…I think of the caterpillars on the 

milkweed plants…and the red-tailed hawk gliding 

overhead, chased by a mockingbird and three angry 

crows, and the bluebird standing on the top of the 

nest protecting his mate, who is inside laying an egg.  

I think of that morning—-not even a morning, not 

even an hour. . . and I say to myself,  

“Be an egg. Be a mockingbird. Be a weed.” 
 

So much to do still, all of it praise. 

BOOK REVIEWS 
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many examples of ASL. Interestingly, the book dis-

cusses Black American Sign Language (BSL) which 

evolved separately as a result of race-based school 

segregation.  

 

Sankofa 

by Chibundu Onuzo 

reviewed by Karen Codjoe 

Sankofa is a thought provoking 

read. It tells of Anna's journey of 

self-discovery. After her mother's 

death Anna finds a diary that her 

biological father left in her 

mother's possession. He'd left his 

home in West Africa to obtain a 

college degree in England. He was 

a boarder in the home of Anna's 

grand-parents and had a love relationship with 

Anna's mother Elizabeth. He returned to West  

Africa and eventually became president never  

knowing of Anna's existence.  
 

The novel details Anna's determined quest to know 

the father that she learned of in the diary written 50 

years ago.  

hard line attitude when dealing with dictators. He 

also laments the failure of political leaders to use 

their economic “clout” to destroy the fortunes of dic-

tators. 

Kasparov asserts that dictators see freedoms  

associated with modern values as threats to their 

power. His vision is expressed in this quote from the 

book: 

“Anti-modernity is a dangerous virus, and to remove 

a virus a reboot or reset is not enough. We have to 

build a value-based system that is robust enough to 

resist the virus at home, smart enough to stop it be-

fore it spreads and bold enough to eradicate where it 

grows.” 

 

True Biz 

by Sara Novic 

reviewed by Karen Codjoe 

This novel explores the world of 

deaf culture. The main characters 

are teenagers at The River Valley 

School for the Deaf.  Charlie has 

been mainstreamed all her life 

and never been exposed to deaf  

culture. Austin was raised by  

parents who fluently use  

American Sign Language (ASL) 

t o  c o m m u n i c a t e . T h e  

headmistress, February, is 

hearing. She was raised by deaf 

parents and thus able to  

communicate with students and 

parents.  
 

The novel provides the back story for the characters 

and thus gives the reader a primer on the many  

aspects of deaf culture. It gives history of society's 

attempt to "cure" deafness from olive oil  

injections in ancient times to the rise of cochlear  

implants in the 21st  century. The history of the fight 

for equality is chronicled in the book. The book has  

 



 

 

PROGRAMS FOR FIRST THURSDAYS 

 

First Thursday in December will be a treat for the 

Friends as our own Jerry Woods presents narratives 

interspersed with vignettes of his original play  

" M u c h  O b l i g e d  M r .  R o s e n w a l d . " 
 

The play pays tribute to philanthropist Julius  

Rosenwald who birthed the Rosenwald School  

Building Fund which helped to build more than 

5000 schools for African Americans in the rural 

southern states between 1917-1932. Jerry had the 

privilege of writing, producing and directing the show 

which was performed as part of the JMC Bicenten-

nial in June 2022. Local actor, Billy Worboys played 

the role of Mr. Rosenwald superbly in a well-received 

production. 

For those of us that missed the production now is  

the time to hear Jerry explain his research, writing 

process, and do some readings from the play. So, 

grab your unch-and don't miss this opportunity to 

support a local playwright!! 

Prior to the development of Rosenwald schools,  

public education for negroes was poor, especially in 

the South. African American students attended 

school in churches, private homes, and fields due to 

lack of schools. Between 1916 and 1932, Booker T. 

Washington and Julius Rosenwald led efforts to build 

what became known as Rosenwald Schools. 

West Bemis Elementary is believed to be the oldest 

Rosenwald School in Tennessee. It was built in 1916 

to serve the families of the Bemis Mill Co. cotton  

mill town. It was built with help from a fund created 

by Julius Rosenwald, a part owner of Sears, Roebuck 

and Co. established the fund in 1912 to help  

educate black children in the South. The fund helped 

build more than 5,300 schools, shops and teachers’ 

houses in 15 states. Rosenwald Schools were 

awarded National Treasure status in 2011. 

For the January program new board member, 

Sherri Brauss, has arranged for a different 

twist.  Cody Stooksberry Head Brewer at Hub  

City Brewing will be our guest speaker for the  

January First Thursday.  Cody has been a  

professional brewer for seven years and a home  

brewer for 14 years prior to becoming professional. 

Cody will share his story of how he got into the  

science of brewing because he couldn't find an  

organic beer he truly liked in his local area.  He 

saw this as an opportunity to learn how to brew 

himself.  He is still on the journey of learning  

everything he can about the science of brewing  

and enjoys the honor of producing a local product 

served and sold all around West Tennessee.  

The First Thursday Program for February will be a 

book review by Dr. Don Huneycutt, husband of 

FOL board member Kathleen Huneycutt. Kathleen 

says that Don has not chosen which book yet, but 

you can be sure that it will be entertaining and  

informative, as Don has done programs for us in 

the past and he does not disappoint.  
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FROM THE LIBRARY  

FACEBOOK PAGE 

 

What is going on here?  Almost anything!  

New Kids Books! 

Our interns, Cheeseburger & 

Mario are checking out the  

Wonderbooks collection. 

These are children's print 

books with a ready-to-play 

audiobook inside. Kids press 

the buttons to read-along or 

switch to learning mode. We 

have a collection of about 50 

now, picture books and read-

ers, with many more to come!  

Search the catalog for "Wonderbooks" or find them on 

top of the children's audiobook shelves at the  

M a i n  L i b r a r y .  C h e c k  t h e m  o u t ! 
 

Opportunities to Learn!! 

 

 

 

 

In the Library's Board Room, join other authors who 

are participating in National Novel Writing Month--  

a challenge to write 50,000 words in a month.  

The room will be available all day, so come and go 

as you please!  

And the Maker Space!!! 

 

Beans & Brownie spent some time learning the ropes 

(and yarn!) in the Space. It's the perfect place to feed 

your curiosity and discover new ways of doing things. 

Open Space hours are Tuesdays 3-6 pm and Satur-

days 10 am-12 pm, or you can make an  

appointment for a time that suits your schedule. 

Beans & Brownie were "bear-y" good interns! 

Book Clubs!!! 



 

Friends of the 
JMC Library 
433 East Lafayette Street 

Jackson, TN 38301 
731-425-8600 

 
Visit Us Online at:  

www.jmclibrary.org 
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FIRST THURSDAY PROGRAMS • NOON  
 

            December 1:  Dr. Jerry Wood  “Much Obliged Mr. Rosenwald”  

           January 5:  Cody Stooksberry “Beer Brewing” 

  February 2:  Dr. Don Huneycutt: Book Review   
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