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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
by Ann Van der Linde, President - Friends of the Library Board 

 

Hello Friends,  

 

“Just when we thought it was safe to go back in the water…” the  

shark reappears. But we all know the drill now: mask, distance,  

and if at all possible, vaccinate. Be kind to yourself and others,  

because we all need some slack cut, right? 

 

The Friends are carrying on! We will have a full roster of First Thursday 

speakers, beginning with Mayor Conger in September. We will have  

some authors, a poet, and we hope a much-travelled and fully  

experienced observer of Southern ways and means. 

 

On October 23, the Friends will co-host with James Cherry a wonderful 

poet, Kika Dorsey, from Colorado. Kika will do a special presentation for 

the Friends and friends of Friends at the library, 1:00-2:30. The library  

has copies of three of Kika’s poetry collections, so do your best to check 

them out, by checking them out. Occupied: Vienna is a Broken Man and 

Daughter of Hunger, Coming Up for Air, and Rust are her books of poetry.  

 

It looks like we will continue to both Zoom and have in-person events,  

so you can have it your way. We aim to please! 

 

On October 16, please stop by the Friends booth at the International Food 

and Arts Festival, where we will be participating by giving away books of 

every kind, as long as they are not about or sourced from the U.S.A. Cook 

books, foreign language books, foreign travel books…if it isn’t from here,  

it will be at the Festival. All of this generosity is a clever ruse to introduce 

new people to the Friends of the Library and encourage them to join us.  

If you have “foreign” books we can give away, please designate them and 

take them to the library. Thank you for all donations. And, of course, we 

will need volunteers to staff the booth. It is fun to meet people, smile (even 

under a mask), and chat with people. And the food at the Festival… come 

hungry! As you can see, the Friends are providing lots of opportunities for 

getting out there, and for getting you out of your routine. Please join us for 

old friends and new thoughts. We want to see you whenever we can!  

 

Stay well and keep in touch,  

Ann Van der Linde 

https://www.jifaf.com/ 

https://www.jifaf.com/


 

LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
by Dinah Harris 
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look forward to Kasie expanding this area and 

bringing it to life! 

Kasie’s replacement at the North Branch will be 

Colleen Garig. She comes to us with years of 

customer service experience as well as being an 

avid reader. 

Calvin Lyons has joined the library staff as  

part-time custodial. Calvin formerly worked with 

us through the Senior Services program. Russell 

Williams has joined us as his replacement 

through the Senior Services program. 

We have also added a new Marketing Librarian. 

Welcome, Kelly O’Moore. Kelly comes to us from 

the Jack McConnico Public Library in Selmer, 

TN. Kelly’s job will be to make sure you know 

about all the exciting and useful programs and 

services offered here at the library. And let me 

tell you, we have three big announcements  

coming soon! 

Stay tuned! You’re going to love it!  

 

Dinah Harris, Director 

Jackson-Madison County Library 

433 East Lafayette St 

Jackson, TN 38301 

Phone 731-425-8600 

Fax (731) 425-8609 

www.jmclibrary.org 

www.pinterest.com/jmcldirector/ 

www.facebook.com/JMCLibrary/

www.twitter.com/jmcldirector/  

It is really hard to believe that 2/3 of this year  

is already past. Time has truly flown as the  

Library has gotten back to our normal operating 

hours. I cannot tell you how happy we have 

been to see all our guests returning! However, 

once again, we are facing rising numbers of 

Covid cases. The good news is that we will plan 

to continue curb side service from here on out. 

We are currently still going forward with our 

programming, but we do encourage our guests 

to protect themselves by social distancing and 

wearing masks. 

The Library is proud to be partnering with the 

Jackson-Madison County Bicentennial  

Committee to host monthly programs  

throughout the next year focusing on the history 

of Jackson-Madison County. You may visit the 

Bicentennial website to stay informed on all the 

library's bicentennial programs along with other 

interesting programs being offered throughout 

the County: https://jacksonmadison200.com/ 

In addition to more  

programming at the  

library, you will also  

notice additional staff. 

Since July 1, we have 

been able to fill several 

staff vacancies. Kasie 

Smith, former North Branch circulation clerk,  

is our new Makerspace Librarian. What is a 

makerspace, you ask? A makerspace is a collab-

orative work space inside a library for making, 

learning, exploring and sharing that uses high 

tech to no tech tools. These spaces are open to 

k i d s ,  a d u l t s ,  a n d  

entrepreneurs and have a variety of maker 

equipment including 3D printers, VR Goggles, 

and special software for podcasting. We really  

http://www.jmcl.tn.org/
http://www.pinterest.com/jmcldirector/
http://www.facebook.com/JMCLibrary/
http://www.twitter.com/jmcldirector/
https://jacksonmadison200.com/


 

THE POWER OF IDEAS 

by Gregory Jordan 

Professor of Business Law & Ethics 

Union University 

What an honor it is to be chosen to chair the 

JMC Library Board this year. We are privileged to 

have such a great board and, really, all I will 

need to do is stay out of the way. The Library 

Board appreciates so much the help of the 

Friends of the Library and the energy they bring 

to our purpose. Thank you.  

The important work 

we all do for the  

library was brought 

home to me recently 

when I read a new 

book, The Free World, 

Art and Thought in 

the Cold War by Louis 

Menand, published by 

Farrar, Straus and 

Giroux this year. My 

grandfather Jordan 

was born in 1902 and 

lived for the better 

part of the 20
th
 Century. I have always been  

fascinated by the changes he witnessed in  

technology, world affairs, medicine, and every-

thing really. However, for the first time Professor 

Menand’s book opened my eyes to the scope of 

the changes in culture that occurred across my 

lifetime.  

Menand was born in 1952. He and I are the 

same age. He frankly tells the reader that the  

developments of his lifetime framed the reason 

he decided to write the book. I have to admit my 

favorite parts were not about politics or technolo-

gy but about the music, the art and the literature. 

From the Beats to the Beatles, as he says. From 

pop art to consumerism. But he also carefully 

frames the international politics, the cold war, 

and the fight for freedom both in the United 

States and across the developing world. As a  

professor of English at Harvard and a staff writer 

for The New Yorker magazine he is well placed  

to describe the times. 
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How does the JMC Library fit in? In the  

Introduction Professor Menand says that during 

the Cold War, many people “believed that art 

and ideas were an important battle ground in 

the struggle to achieve and maintain a free  

society. Artistic and philosophical choices car-

ried implications for the way one lived one’s 

life and for the kind of polity in which one wish 

to live it. The cold war charged the  

atmosphere…it raised the stakes.” There is 

where we fit in.  

The work we are all doing for the Library  

provides access to information, to literature 

and news, to education and public enrichment 

so that we know better how to achieve and 

maintain a free society. So that we have better 

opportunities to live the kind of lives we wish 

to live.  We must all keep up the good work.  
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ADULT SERVICES 
by Shayne Plunk 

Many followers of this newsletter are well aware 

that the library has had its doors open to the 

public again for quite some time-- and not to 

mention with the same services we have always 

been able to offer. One thing we have been  

trying to resume and expand again is our  

programming. 

Over the course of the last few months, we have 

restarted many programs, including plenty for 

adults such as Computer Classes, Tai Chi,  

Writer’s Club, West Tennessee Genealogical  

Society, and DAR, just to name a few. The days 

and times for all of these can be found in the  

library’s program guide (which we have resumed 

making) or on our website’s event calendar 

jmclibrary.org. 

In addition to these events, as the new Adult 

Services Librarian, I want to bring some new 

programs into the mix.  

On September 23
rd
 at 10:30 am, we will have 

the Jackson Center for Independent Living here 

at the library to teach an American Sign  

Language Basics class. Deaf Awareness week  

is from September 19
th
 through the 25

th
 and we 

want to do something to help any of our guests 

learn how to better communicate with  

the deaf or hard of hearing.  

We will also be holding the Books of Madison 

County Book Fest on September 25
th
 from 11  

am until 1 pm in the lobby of the Main Library. 

We will have authors from Madison County  

setting up tables and selling their books, as well 

as book talks throughout. This is one of many 

Bicentennial programs that the library  

intends to host between now and August 2022.  

Finally, we will be adding another two programs 

to our regular rotation: Tabletop Gaming Club 

and Podcast Art Hour. 

Tabletop Gaming Club is a multi-age program 

where enthusiasts of tabletop games -- board 

games, trading card games, chess, checkers, 

Dungeons and Dragons, and any other game you 

play on a table -- can gather and find people to 

play with. This group will meet every 1
st
 and 3

rd
 

Thursdays from 4:30 until 6:30 pm, starting on 

October 7
th
. 

Podcast Art Hour is a weekly program held eve-

ry Monday at 11 am, starting in October.  

Attendees will find a wealth of art supplies in 

the Board Room and are encouraged to spend 

an hour doing art -- painting, drawing, coloring, 

or even writing. Any art is valid! While you work, 

listen to an interesting or educational podcast 

such as Stuff You Should Know, Good Job, 

Brain!, Start With This, and more! 

That’s it for now, but be on the lookout for more 

fun programs and events in our October through 

November program guide! As always, if you 

have any ideas for programs you would like to 

see, please feel free to email me at  

splunk@madisoncountytn.gov. 

https://jmclibrary.org/
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FIRST THURSDAY PROGRAMS 
by Karen Codjoe, Program Chair and 

Sue Ann Barnes, Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Scott Conger will be the speaker for the 

September 2
nd

  Friends of the Library first First 

Thursday program of the 2021-2022 offerings. 

He will update us on the state of the City and  

answer questions. 

Mayor Conger is the 

third member of his 

family to serve Jackson 

in that capacity. He is 

a graduate of Lane  

College and earned an  

MBA from Bethel  

University. Of interest 

to those of us who visit 

the downtown library are two of the results of 

the Mayor's Public Art Initiative, launched in fall 

of 2019. The first is the Love Your Neighbor-

hood Mural at the junction of North Highland 

Avenue and College Street and the second is the 

Unity Mural at the corner of Liberty and Main 

Street in downtown Jackson. Conger enjoys life 

in Jackson with his wife, Nikki, daughter,  

Madelynn, and son, Charlie. 

Author Christine Bailey is confirmed for October 

7
th
. She is on faculty at 

Union University. Dr. 

Bailey writes young 

adult fiction and has 

published four novels. 

Her doctoral research/

dissertation explores  

c r e a t i v e  w r i t i n g  

research and pedagogy 

within the composition classroom and is titled 

"The Role of Aesthetic Artifacts in Creative  

Writing Research: Casting Student Identity  

Narratives as Cultural Data." She earned degrees 

at Indiana University of Pennsylvania, Belmont 

University, Murray State University, 

and Tennessee Tech University. She is the  

author of three books for Young Adults: The  

Letter Project, The Broken One, and Waking 

Under Water. 

K. Anthony Wilson is scheduled to be the  

November speaker via zoom on the 4
th
. She is 

the author of three books: Back to You, Summer 

Letters, and Better Together, and she is an  

educator, author, and world traveler. She hails 

from the southern state of 

Tennessee and now lives  

in Las Vegas, NV with her 

husband and two wonderful 

children; where she graduat-

ed from the University of  

Nevada, Las Vegas. On her 

web site she states: “Love 

stories and romance novels 

have always been my  

favorite to read, but I often 

couldn’t find one for me; the African American 

girl who loves God. Does clean romance exist? 

Absolutely. My books are for teens, parents, and 

anyone who enjoys young adult fiction and adult 

fiction that focuses on matters of the heart. I 

write about the hard topics that teens face but 

often have no one to answer their questions. “  

 



 

BOOK REVIEWS 
 

Under the Tuscan Sun 

by Frances Mayes 

 

I first read this book at least 25 years ago, and 

the dreamy charm of sunlight, ancient history, 

and fabulous food stayed 

tucked in a corner of my 

memory. In 2016, my hus-

band and I went to  

Italy, and I re-experienced 

Italy in real life. It was eve-

ry bit as fascinating, as sun 

drenched, as food filled, as 

joyous, as Frances Mayes 

portrayed it so many years 

ago. Of course I want to live 

in a renovated farm house near one of the  

ancient hilltop fortress towns. I want to walk into 

town every day for fresh bread and produce. I 

want to grow olives and have them crushed into 

my very own house olive oil. And I long to travel 

the countryside, tasting the wines produced by 

the tiny farms all along the roads, finally choos-

ing the delicious and thrifty ONE that I will buy a 

couple of cases of to serve my friends when they 

visit. As they will. We will gather herbs and fruit 

grown on our own ground in the mornings, nap 

through the heat-intense afternoon, and sit  

outside on the patio in the evenings, eating  

and drinking and talking and laughing. A dream 

come true. A dream realized by Frances Mayes. 

Review by Ann Van der Linde   

JMCL has book, audio book and video 

Back to You 

by K. Anthony Wilson 

(Daughter of the late Gwenda Anthony) 

 

Back to You is the first of 

K. Anthony Wilson’s three 

novels. The main character 

is Clove. Her coming-of-age 

story details the challenges 

of being the preacher's kid 

and the kid whose mother 

died in a car accident. 

Jessa, Clove's BFF, and her 

other friends JJ and Xavier 

stand by her through the 

ups and downs of their senor high school 

year.  The senior year college tour is a turning 

point for Clove as she overcomes fear, jealousy, 

and mistrust to become her best self. 

Review by Karen Codjoe   

JMCL has book 

 

 

Such a Fun Age 

by Kiley Reid 

 

The novel begins with Emira  

being stopped by the grocery 

store security guard. Emira is 

a black woman who is the 

babysitter of a white toddler 

Briar.  A shopper alerted the 

security guard because she 

wasn't sure what was going 

on when she saw Emira and 

Briar dancing in the 

aisles. The whole incident was videotaped and 

Emira had to call Briar's father to come and 

prove that she was not a kidnapper.  

The novel deftly explores race through the war-

ring characters of Briar's mother, a successful 

confident driven woman, and Emira's  

boyfriend. 

Review by Karen Codjoe    

JMCL has book 
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New Members on the Friends Board 

We are so pleased to announce three new 

Friends of the Library Board members. They 

are Evan Thompson and Laura Walker, both 

students at Union University. Evan volunteered 

to be our new Treasurer, a job he is well suited 

for as an Accounting major. And Laura has  

expressed an interest in helping with the  

newsletter, which makes Sue Barnes a happy 

person. Our third new Board member is Jean 

Marie Walls, also of Union, but on the  

Professoring side. Jean Marie is the Chair of 

the Language Department, so obviously she 

has a way with words. We welcome these 

three bright minds to work with us on keeping 

the Friends the valuable resource it is for the 

l i b r a r y  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y . 

 

Ann Van der Linde 

What do you use the Library for? 
by Sue Ann Barnes, Editor 

Most of my friends and I use the library for 

BOOKS. Our tastes may differ but we visit the 

library to browse the shelves or pick up a book 

we have requested. Did you know that our  

library is very responsive to your requests? You 

just have to let them know you are interested in 

a particular book or DVD or CD and if possible 

they will find it or order it for you.  

But our library even has a collection of useful 

items to loan, just check out the Library of 

Things.    

Just type library of things in the catalog search 

and you get 102 different “things”. On this page 

I clicked Three Dimensional Artifact at the top 

left and got a list of what they have available. 

And this set of twenty-four different items  

A Game Set that includes: 15 ft. tug rope, eight 

piece three legged race band elastic ropes, six 

eggs/six spoons (egg racing), four rubber chick-

ens, a target disc, and score pad for keeping a 

record of how your team does, and more! 

A Snow Cone Machine: snow cone machine with 

instruction booklet: plastic/metal parts, electric; 

12” x 11” x 15.25”. Now wouldn’t either of 

those sets be great for a family picnic? 

Last week I also checked out a DVD to watch 

with a friend (we have been doing a marathon of 

Jane Austin watching) when my DVD of Emma 

would not play and so the library copy provided 

us with a substitute. Other patrons regularly 

check out DVDs or CDs and I have one friend 

who lives out of town and regularly uses the 

computers at the library when she comes to  

the LIFT to exercise.  

But back to books, Sharla Amirault provided this 

comment: “When reading reviews of a book 

last week, one reviewer 

posted the following 

statement which I 

thought would be  

appropriate for the  

newsletter. ‘The sign  

of a good book is  

closing the final page  

and feeling like you’ve 

lived and breathed 

through the characters 

within’.” One of the 

books that I would  

recommend is The Girls in the Stilt House it 

was one of the recommendations from our staff 

at June’s FOL extra meeting.  



 

Friends of the 
JMC Library 
433 East Lafayette Street 

Jackson, TN 38301 
731-425-8600 

 
Visit Us Online at:  

www.jmclibrary.org 
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FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOARD feel free to contact us 

 

FIRST THURSDAY PROGRAMS • NOON • IN PERSON OR ZOOM 
 

 

September 2:  Scott Conger, Mayor 

October 7:  Christine Bailey, Author        Special Program: Saturday, October 23 at 1 p.m. 

November 4:  K. Anthony Wilson, Author              Kika Dorsey, Poet 

 

To Zoom from home, email Dinah Harris at dharris@madisoncountytn.gov sometime before the event. 

To attend the Program Center at the Main Library, please call Sue Barnes at 731-422-5253. 

President 

 

Ann Van der Linde 

731-736-2433 

Vice-President 
(Membership) 

Janet Hetzler 

731-225-6053 

Vice-President  
(Programs) 

Karen Codjoe 

731-661-9208 

Treasurer 

 

Evan Thompson  

731-431-1101 

Secretary 

 

Wanda Scanlon 

731-394-7985 

Information Officer 

Kathleen Huneycutt 

731-668-5996 

Refreshments 

Sharla Amirault 

731-664-8854 

 

Daryl Hubbard 

731-616-5726 

 

Dr. Jerry Woods 

731-424-6325 

 

Patti Simpson 

615-289-0777 

New Board Member 

Jean Marie Walls 

731-434-6325 

New Board Member 

Laura Walker 

731-613-8540 

   
EX Officio:  JMCL Director: Dinah Harris 

Editor: Sue Ann Barnes   Literary Resource: James Cherry 

http://www.jmclibrary.org/

