
 

THE SPRING ISSUE 2021 

THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 

by Ann Van der Linde, President - Friends of the Library Board 

 

Hello, my Friends of the Library, 

 

“It’s quiet in there. Too quiet.” I stopped by the library today, and it was so quiet I 

could have heard a pin, or pen, drop. You do know the library is open, right? Come 

back, please! The staff miss you, and you are missing great reading opportunities. 

 

Our First Thursday speaker for February was Helen Owen, who is, as we say, “from 

around here.” Helen went to school in Madison County, then went on to teach and 

then to principal. From there, Helen went on to become a leader of women who care 

about level playing fields and social justice. She remembers Jackson from when it 

really was the hub of West Tennessee, and she is saddened by the losses of people 

and places from a rich time. “What do we lose when we ‘move on’?” More than “just 

memories”. Also, bits and pieces of ourselves, who we were that made us who we 

are. Helen talked about what it takes to be a good leader (“talk to me”); what it 

takes to be a good citizen (“You have to put something into it if you want something 

out of it.”); and what it takes to mend the social fabric of Jackson (“Leaders must 

bring integrity and truth.”)    

Note: Helen and her daughter have written a book: 

The Time is Now:  

Developing Leaders for Today’s Organizations of Color 

Paperback – June 16, 2020 

by Dr. Cassandra Owens (Author), Helen J. Owens (Author) 

 

We can all help mend Jackson. We can be better neighbors, 

better friends, and better citizens by being more fully engaged 

with our town, more friendly and kind. Things are tough all  

over these days. How can I help? By loving my neighbor,  

first and last. 

 

Next month our speaker will be Andrew Boks, a local artist, chef, event promoter, 

and wellness coach. Come, hear some smart suggestions about balancing mind, 

body, and spirit, and aging gracefully with an awareness of the abundance around 

us. Zoom with us, or come to the library and feel some good vibes. (Does that show 

my age?) 

 

Stay well and keep in touch,  

Ann Van der Linde 
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LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
by Dinah Harris 

The New Year has brought renewed hopes that sooner 

rather than later we will be able to get back to semi-

normal again. We miss our patrons! While we are 

waiting, we continue to develop new programs and 

services. 

 

Since the last newsletter, we have added a drive-

through service. If you have holds 

to pick up, need to print 

something, send a fax, or make 

a copy, we can take care of it 

through the drive through. It is 

located on the College Street side 

of our building next to the 

sidewalk. Just drive up, push the 

button, and we do the rest! 

As a second step in our partnership with Jackson 

Housing Authority, the library recently set up a little 

free library in Lincoln Courts. A nice wooden shelf was 

donated by a former Madison County school teacher. 

The shelf was stocked with library discards. 

Our “My First Library Card” promotion was officially 

launched on January 19, 2021. This project is a 

partnership between the Library, The Madison County 

Imagination Library (MCIL), and the Jackson-Madison 

County General Hospital and focuses on getting 

parents to read to their children. The hospital will give 

special library cards to newborns that live in Madison 

County. When the parent comes to the library to 

activate and use the card, library staff will make sure 

the child is registered for the MCIL. Staff will also 

make sure when the card is renewed each year that 

any change of address is forwarded to MCIL. This will 

be a tremendous help to MCIL since books are not 

forwarded by the post office. This project was funded 

by a grant from West Tennessee Healthcare 

Foundation. 

We recently added new items to our popular “Library 

of Things.” New items include devices to convert 

cassettes to digital files, vinyl to digital converter, 

and a 35mm film to digital photo converter. Items 

used in the kitchen include a bread maker, food 

dehydrator, food vacuum sealer, ice cream maker, 

kitty pancake pan, and waffle maker. Our expanded 

collection also includes a sewing machine and 

drawing stencils. 

The Library continues to be open Monday through 

Friday. Saturday is curbside only at our Main  

Library only. 

Just as a side note, January 8, marked my 8
th
 

anniversary as Director of JMCL. I am so blessed to 

be a part of this great community and library. Thank 

you for having me! 

A CHANGE OF SEASONS 
 

A Winter Reflection  

by Sharla Amirault 

The really cold temps we've experienced during the 

past few weeks has brought to mind my first 

exposure to really, really cold weather. In February, 

1971, my family had just moved to Miles City, 

Montana and I had raced the stork to arrive before 

He did. Three days after moving into our house, I 

realized about midnight that I was in labor and 

shouldn’t wait too long before going to the hospital 

because the streets were covered with recent heavy 

ice and snow. THE TEMPERATURE WAS 35 

DEGREES BELOW ZERO!!!  As I sat in the car 

waiting for the heater to warm up, realizing I’d never 
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seen so much snow or been so cold, I began to cry 

and asked God, “Why are you doing this to a little 

Mississippi Magnolia like me?” My son wasn’t frozen 

inside my womb after all and was born the next 

morning in a toasty warm hospital! 

Editor: P.S. the temperature in Miles City on 2-11-21 

at 2pm MT was -10 F (aerial photo of Miles City 

WiKi) 

 

The Approach of Spring 

by Ann Van der Linde 

Yesterday I spent three hours doing that classic mid-

winter activity: reading plant catalogs. Such a happy 

time, filled with intention, 

anticipation, and longing. For 

three hours I had no thoughts 

that troubled me, none that 

frightened me (except for the 

check-out total), and no 

thoughts that judged my 

abilities. Of course, I can dig a 

new flower bed, plant 95 new 

plants in all the right places 

and combinations, and enjoy the fruits of my labors 

while accepting the kudos of my neighbors! 

 

Was it good that I left the ordering for another day? Is 

it lucky that I had second thoughts about the quantity 

of plants, as well as the cost? How did my front yard 

become so much smaller overnight? Six peonies!? 

Three more roses!? I will need a pallet of Black Cow! 

And a much stronger back than I currently have!  

I WANT so much more than I can DO. 

 

Gardening saved my soul this last year. I worked hard, 

and while I worked my brain went Zen, quiet and 

unworried about the plague and politics. Those hours 

did for me what friends and family were not allowed 

to do. Nature whispered sweet nothings to me, birds 

entertained me, insects delighted me, and voles...well.  

 

 

So, I will happily order some subset of my grand 

dream, and I will be awaiting its arrival with good 

thoughts and good intentions. Meanwhile, I will keep 

reading gardening books and catalogs, and dreaming 

of garden glories to come. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ADULT SERVICES COLUMN 
by Shayne Plunk 

February is nearly done, but it is not too late for you 

to participate in a couple of our activities before 

saying hello to spring. You can still come in and go 

on a Blind Date with a Book by picking up a dating 

card, then rating your date to be entered for a chance 

to win a prize. Also, before 

February is over, you can 

come in and participate in 

Library Lover’s Month by 

letting us know why you love 

your library and sharing that 

on a wall of appreciation 

along with many others. 

Your local library workers 

would really appreciate it! 

Onto springtime! 

We have finally received our Tax Forms, which are 

the basic 1040 and 1040-SR all together in one 

handy booklet. We also have the instruction books 

for anyone who may need them. Come by either of 

our locations to pick those up. 

In January, we created a Zodiac display to showcase 

book suggestions based on your birthdate. We plan 

to continue this display throughout the year, 
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highlighting a different sign every month. Please come 

in and check out the display, especially near you 

birthday, to find reads tailored to your sign. 

During April, we will be celebrating National Library 

Week. This will promote the use of the library and all 

of the services we are able to provide to the public. 

We will also be hosting a few Camp NaNoWriMo 

(National Novel Writing Month) Write Ins, in which 

everyone is encouraged to set a writing goal and write 

something! Prose, poetry, screenplays, or even just 

journaling is heavily encouraged. Please keep an eye 

out for more about these events as we get closer to 

April! 

 

Update from the Tennessee Room 

by Evelyn Keele, Tennessee Room Archivist 

 

Staff and volunteers are busily at work in the 

Tennessee Room, as we continue to organize 

collections. Processing collections, including compiling 

indices and container lists, makes it possible 

for patrons to use collections efficiently for research. 

Jack Wood, Tennessee Room librarian, is continuing 

to organize an extensive collection of materials 

donated by the family of the late Jim Driver, well-

known local railroad enthusiast. During his lifetime, 

Driver collected materials and records of the G M & O 

Railroad, including personnel records, rosters, 

photographs, ephemera, and topical articles by the G 

M & O Historical Society. These materials help to fill 

in gaps found in other types of records. The James E. 

Driver Railroad Collection will be able to provide 

invaluable information to the descendants of G M & O 

personnel. 

Starla Dougan and Ricky Long, Tennessee Room 

volunteers, have been working on the Jackson 

Business History. This Collection was a project of the 

early 1980s in partnership with Lambuth College. The 

collection contains photographs and slides of business 

locations, as well as a uniquely interesting component: 

interviews with business owners of the past. Some of 

the interviews include those connected to the Coca 

Cola bottling plant, Bemis Mill, Beare Ice & Coal Co., 

James Shoe Hospital, First National Bank, and 

Frankland's, to name a few. There are approximately 

75 interviews recorded on cassette tape, a standard 

technology of the 1980s. Some interviews were 

transcribed shortly after they were collected. Others 

only exist on cassette tapes which are going on 30-

years beyond their “shelf-life.” Ricky Long is busily 

digitizing the interviews into media files, to preserve 

these voices from the past that are no longer with us. 

Evelyn Keele is close to completing organization of the 

Seale Johnson Collection, Addendum II. Seale 

Johnson was the corresponding secretary of the 

Madison County Historical Society. The society was 

organized for the purpose of publishing a history of 

Madison County in conjunction with the Tennessee 

Sesquicentennial in 1946. The product of their efforts 

became the book Historic Madison by Emma Inman 

Williams. The correspondence among historical 

society members gives an inside look at the 

development of this authoritative work. 

Last, but not least, two long-term projects continue. 

Sandra Kelly continues to index the Jackson Fire 

Department Log Books. Beginning with the 1920’s, 

the books list fire calls to Jackson properties. Sandra 

just completed listings for 1961. Jimmy Wilkins 

continues to index the obituaries of the Jackson Sun 

newspaper. The index contains 62,000 obituaries, 

and covers up to November 1969. 

 

Friends of the Library thank you for  

your books, DVD’s, and other donations. 

 

 

 

page 04 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

PROGRAMS 

 

 

FIRST THURSDAYS: 
PAST AND FUTURE 

 by Sue Ann Barnes, editor 

If you have missed our First Thursday Zooms,  

you can view them on the Library’s Facebook 

Page. These are the links to the Friends of the 

Library First Thursday Zooms: 

 

February 4, 2021: Helen Owens  

https://www.facebook.com/JMCLibrary/

videos/122867402982237 

 

January 7, 2021: Sherry Freeman with the 

Jackson Symphony and Lauren Kirk with the 

Mayor's Office 

https://www.facebook.com/JMCLibrary/

posts/10164551337805315 

December 3, 2020: Ann Vander Linde and  

Karen Codjoe 

https://www.facebook.com/153213315314/

videos/388936122558362/ 

November 5, 2020: Mayor Scott Conger 

https://www.facebook.com/153213315314/

videos/389125572295367/ 

You can also reach these by going to the JMC 

Library Facebook page scrolling to the date  

or searching down the left side of the page for 

Videos, clicking “See All” then search the recent 

videos until you locate the First Thursday ones.  

The Friends have planned First Thursdays on 

Zoom for March, April and May. In March  

Andrew Boks will be presenting the program as  

is mentioned in the President’s Letter. In April 

Friends Board member Wanda Scanlon, familiar to 

many of you for her work on the Annual Friend 

and Foundation Book Sales, plans to get you ready 

for your summer reading by reviewing some new 

books that you might like to dig into at home or 

maybe by that time you may be heading to the 

beach or the mountains. We can all still dream. 

May will bring dreams of another type.  

Jason Reeves of the UT Gardens in Jackson has 

been doing Zooms on many Tuesday and posting 

them on the Gardens’ Facebook page and has 

given us permission to use one of these that will 

be appropriate for the traditional May garden 

program. But instead of a plant exchange, the 

Friends hope to have a plant give away. Since  

you have done all year without coffee or dessert, 

or even a cracker, we hope a zinnia, a pansy or 

petunia, will compensate in some small way. 
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Practical Magic 
by Alice Hoffman 

Many of you may have seen a cute movie which was 

made in 1998 called "Practical Magic", starring 

Sandra Bullock, Nicole Kidman, Stockard Channing, 

and Dianne Weist. It is still a very popular movie even 

after 20 years. I have read several books by Alice 

Hoffman and had no idea this movie was based on a 

book by her. Recently, I read a review of two other 

books by Hoffman, "Magic 

Lessons" and "Rules of 

Magic", which 

are prequels to "Practical 

Magic". I never suspected 

there was a background 

story about the women in 

the Owens family. The first 

book in the trilogy is "Rules 

of Magic". The Owens 

family is under a curse from 

1620. In the 1960's, 

Susannah Owens realizes 

her three children are 

unique and have special 

powers. She sets down rules to protect them and 

sends them to visit their Aunt in a small 

Massachusetts town where for 200 years their family 

has been blamed for everything bad that has ever 

happened. The two sisters grow up to become the two 

aunts in "Practical Magic" with all their potions, black 

cats, and family secrets. The second book in the 

trilogy is "Magic Lessons" which begins in Salem, 

Massachusetts with a young girl who learns about 

"The Unnamed Arts" and eventually invokes a curse 

upon generations of her family to come. Third and last 

in the trilogy is "Practical Magic". This is a story about 

family and love, but being about witches, magic is just 

below the surface at all times.   

You can find all three of these books by Alice Hoffman  

at our library. 

Contributed by Sharla Amirault 

 

READING RECOMMENDATIONS 

 

A Long Petal of the Sea 
by Isabel Allende 

     This sweeping story begins in 1930 as civil war 

grips Spain and Franco overthrows the government.   

The story follows the Dalmau family, a pianist and 

doctor, as they attempt to survive with thousands of 

other displaced refugees. Chilean poet, Pablo Neruda, 

sponsors the ship Winnipeg to exile 2,000 Spaniards 

to his Chile: "the long petal of sea and wine and 

snow." Unwelcome, they carve a life as we see the 

politics of Chile unravel over decades.  

I will freely admit I'm a 

Hemingway groupie; and 

my limited knowledge of 

the Spanish Civil War 

comes from his bravados. I 

learned a lot from Allende, 

a Chilean raised in Peru, 

who actually lived thru the 

ousting of her godfather, 

Salvador Allende, and the 

installation of the ruthless 

dictator Augusto Pinochet 

in 1980. Perhaps this 

makes this story so griping; she humanizes it. Her 

characters are incredibly developed and interesting as 

she intertwines their fictional story with actual 

history. The story is even more poignant when you 

read her acknowledgements: "This is a novel but the 

events and historical individuals are real. The 

characters are fictional, inspired by people I've 

known. I've had to imagine very little..."  

Read on Libby by Wanda Scanlon 
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pubs, Whitstable was primarily known for being one of 

only two locations in England where oysters could be 

found naturally. The oysters led to a restaurant called 

Wheelers, which became one of the top restaurants in 

London. Whitstable is now well known as a yachting 

center and in the summer you can find hundreds of 

yachts and races. It also has some of the best sunsets 

over the North Sea you will ever witness. I am able to 

keep up with the town and people I knew there on 

Facebook, but especially enjoy the amazing pictures of 

the sunsets. 

But back to "Wintering". I have only just started to 

read it but am enchanted with the way the author lays 

her life bare and talks about the many challenges she 

has faced. The book cover states under the title, "the 

power of rest and retreat in difficult times". It is a 

rewarding look at how she has handled her challenges 

and how we can face them. Definitely worth a read - 

you'll just have to wait until I finish it and get it back 

to the library. Enjoy! 

An unexpected surprise at the Library! 

 

Wintering  
by Katherine May 

Contributed by Patti Simpson 

Sue Barnes had seen an 

article about a book 

called "Wintering", that 

has been on the New 

York Times best seller 

list for several weeks 

and looked 

interesting. She asked 

Dinah if they could 

order it;  

and when it came in, 

she checked it out. Sue 

immediately contacted 

me to let me know that 

the write up about the author said "Katherine May 

lives by the sea in Whitstable, England". Wow - 

Whitstable, England is the small town just 6 miles 

from Canterbury where I grew up, and where my 

mother lived until late 1980’s when she left to come 

here to Tennessee.   

I immediately checked out the author online; and was 

able to message her and get on her mailing list. 

Originally a tiny fishing village, with several smugglers’ 
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President 
Ann Van der Linde  
731-736-2433  

 

Vice-President 
(Membership)  
Janet Hetzler 
731-225-6053 

Vice-President 
(Programs) 
Karen Codjoe 
731-661-9208 

Treasurer 
Sue Davis 
731-422-1319 
 

Secretary 
 

 

FIRST THURSDAY PROGRAMS • NOON ON ZOOM 
 

 

March 4 — Andrew Boks: Balancing Mind, Body, and Spirit 

April 1 — Wanda Scanlon: New Books for the Summer 

May 6 —  Jason Reeves: Spring Planting 

 

To Zoom from home, email Dinah Harris at dharris@madisoncountytn.gov sometime before the event. 

To attend the Program Center at the Main Library, please call Sue Barnes at 731-422-5253. 

Seating is limited and masks are required. 

Information Officer 
Kathleen Huneycutt 
731-668-5996 
 

Refreshments 
Sharla Amirault 
731-664-8854  

 
 

Refreshments 
Wanda Scanlon 
731-394-7985 
 
 

 
Daryl Hubbard 
731-616-5726 

 

 

 
Dr. Jerry Woods 
731-424-6325 
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