
SUMMER 2019 

IN THIS ISSUE 

President’s Corner ...................... 1-3 

Director’s Column ......................... 4 

Summer Program .......................... 4 

Teen Room .................................... 5 

Children’s News ............................. 6 

Adult Services ................................ 7 

Arise to Read ................................. 8 

New AV Materials .......................... 8 

Tennessee Room............................ 9 

Trustees Column ......................... 10 

Save the Date ................................ 11 

 

PRESIDENT’S CORNER 
by Sue Ann Barnes, President - Friends of the Library Board 

There is change in the air, the Friends Board is going through its 

annual renewal and three board members are rotating off and three 

new ones will be coming on. I am one of the rotating off members, but 

I will keep connected because I want to stay involved. I enjoy the 

stimulation and interactions provided by Friend’s programs and love 

helping sort books for the shelves.   

The Friends of the Library is first and foremost a group that supports 

events and activities at the library and because of space, many of them 

take place at the Main Library on Lafayette Street downtown. However 

patrons of the library are also invited to other activities which take 

place at other locations. Three events are coming up in May that may 

be of interest to you.  

The first is on Saturday, May 18.  

2019 Visiting Writers Series 
The Griot Collective of West Tennessee welcomes Stephanie Pruitt on 

May 18 as part of its Visiting W riters Series at the 

ComeUnity Cafe.  Stephanie Pruitt is a poet and social practice artist 

who has taught at Vanderbilt University, the Sewanee Young Writers' 

Conference, and as a visiting artist in over one hundred K-12 and 

community settings. She 

will conduct a poetry 

workshop from 10 a.m. 

until noon.  At 1 p.m., 

she will give a reading of 

her poetry.  Both events 

are free and open to the 

public.  

The Visiting Writers’ 

Series is made possible 

with support from the 

Jackson Madison County 

Friends of the Library.  Pruitt is the recipient of an Academy of 

American Poets Prize and Essence Magazine named her one of their 

“40 Favorite Poets.” Stephanie serves as a Commissioner for Metro 

Friends of the (Jackson-Madison County) Library Newsletter  



Arts and on the board of directors for the Arts & Business Council. She is a TEDx speaker, founder of 

NoStarvingArtist and is committed to helping creators make a LIFE and LIVING with their art. 

The Griot Collective of West Tennessee is a poetry workshop that meets monthly from September through 

May, sponsors a poetry contest for school children, open mics and a Visiting Writers Series. 

 The ComeUnity Café is located at 218 E. Main St. in downtown Jackson. For more information call:  

731.422.2524. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The second event is a Library Foundation Fund raising evening and we hope you will support them and 

entertain yourself by going on Safari on Tuesday, May 21 at 5:30 p.m.  World traveler and Library Board of 

Trustee Chair Elaine Christian will present the program “Unexpected Africa: More than a Safari.” She will 

detail her 50 day trip to Africa, including experiencing migration in Masai Mara National Park, swimming 

in Devil’s Pool at the edge of Victoria Falls and an epicurean culinary tour of Cape Town, South Africa.  

The event will begin at 5:30 p.m. in the Parish Hall of St. Luke’s Episcopal Church. 

Tickets to the fundraising event are $35 and include wine and heavy hors d’oeuvres  

with proceeds benefiting the Jackson-Madison County Library Foundation and  

can be purchased by calling the Library at 731.425.8600.  
 

St. Luke’s Episcopal Church is located at 309 E. Baltimore St. 
 

The Library Foundation is dedicated to raising funds for the long-term development of the library as it 

continues to evolve to meet the needs of our ever-changing world. The goal of the Library Foundation, in 

cooperation with the Library Board of Trustees, is to achieve consistent funding allowing the library to 

provide high quality desirable programming, cutting-edge technology, maintain facilities and continually 

improve its collection. 

A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN  
 
 

The third event is downtown as well and FOL Board Member Ann Van der Linde, who is 

also on the Lambuth Area Neighborhood Association Board, asks you to please join LANA 

at the Ned Flicks showing of “A League of Their Own” on Thursday, May 23, presented by 

Downtown Jackson TN and sponsored by Lambuth Area Neighborhood Association at The 

Ned – 314 E Main St., Jackson, Tennessee.  Tickets are $5 and can be purchased online or 

at the box office before the film begins. The doors open at 6:30 p.m. and the movie begins 

at 7 p.m. Snacks and drinks will be available for purchase in The Ned lobby.  

Remember, “There’s no crying in baseball” ... unless you miss the food and fun!
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https://www.facebook.com/downtownjacksontn/
https://www.facebook.com/LifeInLANA/
https://www.facebook.com/thenedtheatre/


 

There is an FOL author event on Friday, June 7 in the classroom space to the right of the circulation desk 

at 1 p.m. The Friends have invited author R. J. Lee who has written the first book in a planned series of 

Cozy Mysteries: Grand Slam Murders (A Bridge to Death Mystery) (2019). R. J. Lee is also known as 

Ashton Lee, who wrote the Cherry Cola Book Club books and visited the Friends a few years ago about 

these books. He is from Mississippi and has the ability not only to write a good story but to tell tales full of 

family quirks and characters.  We hope you will join us for book talk and light refreshments.  

When the four wealthy widows who make up 

the venerable Rosalie Bridge Club never get 

up from their card table, this quiet Mississippi 

town has its first quadruple homicide. Who 

put cyanide in their sugar bowl? An aspiring 

member and kibitzer with the exclusive club, 

Wendy takes a personal interest in finding 

justice for the ladies. She also has a 

professional motivation. A frustrated society 

columnist for the Rosalie Citizen, she's ready 

to deal herself a better hand as an 

investigative reporter. This could be her big 

break. Plus, she has a card or two up her 

sleeve: her sometimes boyfriend is a detective and her dad is the local chief of police. Partnering up with 

the men in her life, Wendy starts shuffling through suspects and turning over secrets long held close to the 

chest by the ladies. But when a wild card tries to take her out of the game, Wendy decides it's time to up 

the ante before she's the next one to go down. 

But there are lots of other events planned for the summer, so please pick up a summer schedule when they 

appear at your circulation desk and read what your librarians have planned for you and your family on 

other pages of this issue. The Friends has provided support for events and activities for all ages of patrons 

and your library staff has been creative with the summer program theme Space.  

 

One last and very important thing…Are you cleaning off books shelves, clearing books from 

cupboards, frustrated by the books your kids left behind when they moved out and on, or 

burdened with downsizing your or a relative’s home? Well, bring those burdensome books to the 

Main or North Branch Libraries and let the Friends use them to raise money for programs at the 

library. We even take magazines, though most of those are marked free, but think of it as 

recycling and getting one or more uses out of what you no longer want on your shelves or on 

your coffee table.  But, when you feel the need for a book to add cheaply to your collection 

remember the sale shelves at the Main and North Branch libraries. The Friends have two 

sources of income: your membership in our group (the membership drive is late summer, but 

you can join at any time, just ask for a card at the circulation desk) and the sale of donated and 

discarded books. So when you need a book for the beach, to read while you have that long wait at the 

doctor’s office, or that frustrating delayed flight, pick up one from the Friends shelves for $2 or less.  

When you have read it you can donate it back, pass it on, or maybe it will be a keeper and 

deserve some space with your favorite reads. 
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LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 

by Dinah Harris 

The theme for the Tennessee Library 

Association’s annual conference this 

year was “Opening Hearts, Doors, and 

Minds.”  As a strong advocate for 

equitable library service, this theme 

delighted me! Since we launched our 

new tag line last year of “Opening 

Doors”, we have been looking for 

unseen “screens” that keep people from coming 

through our “open doors.”  

We would like to see all 97,605 (https://

www.census.gov/quickfacts/

madisoncountytennessee) residents of Madison 

County enter our doors. Sixty-percent of 

Madison County’s population already have 

library cards! Isn’t that wonderful?! That’s 

actually a really high percent. That also doesn’t 

take into count people that use the library for 

programs and services that do not require a 

library card.  My estimate would be that 

number would bring us closer to 70%.  

It is our goal here at the library to make the 

library easier for people to use and to make our 

services more accessible to people who cannot 

physically come to one of our buildings. We 

strive to say “Yes!” We search for ways to serve 

and connect with the citizens of Jackson-

Madison County.  

If you ever run into a “screen” that keeps you 

from being able to use the library’s services, 

would you please let me know? We are trying to 

identify these areas and see if there is anything 

we can do to remove the “screens.”  

We will be entering the summer months with 

our doors flung wide open! Our children’s, teen 

and adult services librarians have planned 

another awesome summer full of programs and 

activities for the whole family. We are thankful 

for the support the Friends of the Library give 

us to make this possible. Calendars with a list of 

all the programs will be available toward the 

end of the May. Our kickoff event is scheduled 

for June 1. We hope to see you this summer!   

 

SUMMER LIBRARY PROGRAM  

A Universe of Stories 

 

The theme for our summer library program this 

year is “A Universe of Stories,” and starting 

with our kickoff event on June 1, each week will 

be packed full of special programs and events 

for children, teens, adults, and families. We’d 

first like to offer a universe-sized THANK YOU 

to all the Friends for your financial support of 

our eight week summer program; we could not 

provide these programs without your ongoing 

support! 

While our program will encourage reading, we 

want to inspire creativity and provide 

opportunities for learning something new. In 

addition to having featured weekly performers, 

this year we will have a STEM program we are 

calling “Space Camp,” to explore hands-on 

learning for 8 – 16 year olds, and also an art-

related program we are calling “Space Craft” 

that will be open to all ages.  

The kickoff event, “Galaxy Quest”, on June 1 

will include open program registration, space-

themed activities and crafts, a costume contest 

with prizes, music, and snacks. We will round 

out our summer on July 27 with “The Final 

Frontier,” a glow-in-the-dark celebration!  

Our June/July Program Guide, registration 

forms, and reading and activity tracker sheets 

will be available later in the month, and 

afterwards at the Main Library and North 

Branch circulation desks. We also have an 

online registration option and other materials 

for download available online on our website.  

 

 

https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/madisoncountytennessee
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/madisoncountytennessee
https://www.census.gov/quickfacts/madisoncountytennessee


NEWS FROM THE TEEN ROOM 

by Jessi Rieger 

Summer is on the horizon, and we are counting down to the launch of two months of space-themed fun 

and learning at the Jackson-Madison County Library. The national theme this year is A Universe of 

Stories, and our crew is set to head into orbit with teen programming that is out of this world! (I’m done. 

No more silly wordplay--I promise.) 

The whole family is invited to the kickoff event, Galaxy Quest, where you can enjoy games and crafts and 

sign up for Summer Reading on June 1. The theme for this event is Space in Popular Culture, and we will 

have a costume contest at 11 a.m., so show up in your best Chewbacca or Doctor Who outfit and see if you 

can win a prize! The event will start at 10 a.m. and wrap up at 1 p.m., with the costume contest at 11 a.m. 

and refreshments at 11:30 a.m.  

Teen events will be Tuesday afternoons at 2 p.m. this year. June 4 we will feature local published 

storyteller and playwright Elaine Blanchard, for Tell the World your Story. This event is for ages 8 to 18, 

and requires pre-registration with Jessi at jrieger@madisoncountytn.gov . On June 11, we will watch 

Spiderman: Into the Spiderverse (2018, PG) in the program room. We’ll enjoy popcorn and sodas while 

we watch the film. June 18 will be the teen-only escape room: Space Pirate Attack! June 25 w e w ill 

have Teen Space Café in the program room, with snacks, trivia, games, Xbox, and an open mic. 

Continuing Tuesday 2 p.m. programs into July, we will have Can You Survive Space Travel? A Choose-

Your-Own Adventure program for teens on July 2. The next week will bring Astronaut Games on July 

9, and then our second teen movie for the summer on July 16, Guardians of the Galaxy Volume 2 (2017, 

PG-13). July 23 we will have our second Teen Space Café! 

Teens are also invited to explore the science and art of outer space with our Space Camp and Space Craft 

programs, which occur on alternating Thursdays at 2 p.m. Check out our program, website, or Facebook 

for more information. This summer, we will also introduce a new program for teens and adults, the 

Tabletop Gaming Club. TTG Club will meet the first and third Thursdays of the month, and will be 

concentrating on Warhammer during June and July. As usual, we will have Maker Mondays, Anime Club, 

and Teen Advisory Meetings, all of which can be found on our calendar, website, or Facebook group.  
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CHILDREN’S NEWS 

by Jennifer Kilburn 

We have a really “out of this world” summer planned for the kids at the library this year.  Our theme, A 

Universe of Stories, will take us to the moon, the planets, and beyond.  Kids of all ages can participate.  We 

even offer a read-aloud program for babies to work with their caregivers.  Encourage the kids you know to 

come by the library and get reading! 

Our weekly big shows will be on Friday mornings at 10:30 a.m. this year.  The “edu-tainers” we’ve 

scheduled will keep the kids laughing, engaged, and learning.  We’ll see some familiar faces as well as a few 

new ones.  Here is the line-up:   

June 7, Rich Davis, an author/illustrator  com es back to lead an interactive class in draw ing 

and imagination.  June 14, Mr. Richie from Super Science TN returns with his amazing, fast-paced science 

show.  On June 21, we welcome a ranger from Chickasaw State Park to host The Universe in Your Own 

Backyard with lots of information and exhibits of local wildlife.  Then, Tom Mason the Blue Buccaneer will 

entertain all the pirate fans on June 28.   

In July, we are anxious to meet Starman Bob, the Singing Weatherman on the 12th!  We aren’t sure what to 

expect, but other libraries have loved him, so we are looking forward to having him here.  July 19, local PBS 

station WLJT brings us a showing of Ready, Jet, GO! a preschool show about space along with activities for 

the kiddos.  And the last week, we’ll go off-site to the MD Anderson Planetarium at University of Memphis 

Lambuth.  They are offering a free show to all the library kids on July 26.   

That’s not all we’ll have going on this summer.  We’ll have crafting and STEM programs for big kids and 

some fun Story Times for the littles.  All programs are free to the public thanks to the generous support 

of the Friends of the Library, who sponsor the summer program every year.  Come see us and bring a 

couple of kids with you to encourage them to read and keep their minds active all summer long! 

 

 

 

Drawing with Rich returns June 7. 
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ADULT SERVICES COLUMN  

by Jenci Spradlin, Adult Services Librarian 

To the Library and Beyond! 

In keeping with our summer theme, “A Universe of Stories,” here are some of the ways to make the most 

of your summer experience: 

 Register for our summer program either online or with a paper form available at the 

Main Library or North Branch. You will have your own adult challenge sheet to track 

your reading progress, along with other tips to read more every year. Registering for our 

program helps us track engagement from year to year, so please take the time to do so. 

 Get crafty and join us for “Space Camp” on June 13, 27 & 18. We will explore art with a 

space theme, such as recreating Van Gogh’s Starry Night and making nebula chalk art. 

The program is for all ages, so bring your kids, grandkids or just yourself! Remember: 

you are never too old to flex your creative muscles. 

 Want to learn more about outer space? Join Friends member and resident astronomy 

expert, Dr. Ronnie Barnes, on July 15 at 2 p.m. for “Space Talk.”  

 Have you ever seen a show at the MD Anderson Planetarium on the University of 

Memphis Lambuth Campus? We are taking the library offsite with a special presentation 

of the show, Cam Com Go on July 26 at 10:30 a.m..  

 Take a break from your day every Friday at 1 p.m. for our weekly film series in the 

Boardroom. This summer, our films are all space related, from “Close Encounters of the 

Third Kind,” to “Apollo 13” and “Interstellar.”  

 After you finish a book or audiobook, complete a simple form to let us know if you 

enjoyed it! We will be taking all the book reviews submitted over the summer and 

drawing for prizes. It will also help us share great reads with others. 

 Share our events with your friends on Facebook! One of the best ways to help us increase 

participation is one of the simplest. By sharing our posts about our summer library 

events, you can help increase awareness – so hit share and also go to our Facebook 

events section and invite your friends! 
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Here are a few ‘Did you knows’ and 
then one ‘You need to know?’ 
 
First the ‘Did you knows:’ 
 
Did you know, one out of every four 

people in Jackson live below the 

poverty line?  That’s below $24K  

for a family of four.  (The national 

average is one out of eight.)  And 

even more challenging, one out of 

three children in Jackson live below 

the poverty line.    

Did you know students in low income communities are on average 
three grades below their peers in affluent communities by the 4th 
grade and are five times more likely to drop out of high school?  In 
fact, 64% of children whose parents do not have a high school degree 
live in poor families. 
 
Did you know two out of every three children who do not read 
proficiently by the end of 4th grade will wind up either in jail or on 
welfare.  (In fact, some private prison companies determine the 
number of jail cells according to the reading levels of 4th graders.) 
 
But YOU NEED KNOW to know that YOU can make a difference! 
 
For there is Hope: Children who read proficiently by the end of 3rd 
grade have a 89% chance of graduating from high school!! 
 
ARISE2Read / TEAMRead Jackson Madison County connects adults 
with second graders to change lives.  We are a non-profit organization 
who facilitate partnerships between the Jackson Madison County 
Schools, churches and businesses to strengthen our second-grade 
students in literacy.   
 
Trained volunteers are paired with students to coach them at least 
once a week, some twice.  ARISE2Read’s desire is that all children are 
reading on grade level by the time they enter 3rd grade.  
ARISE2Read is a short-term investment.  One hour of your week for 
one school year has a lifelong impact on your students (and on you). 
For example, by the end of this current school year, 2nd graders who 
were coached once a week by trained ARISE2Read volunteer coaches 
increased by 2+ grade levels. 
 
We are looking for people just like you. Visit our website, 
www.arise2readjackson.org and register (it’s as simple as A,B,C).  
Then get trained in August and help us Change our Community, one 
word at a time!  
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NEW A/V  

MATERIALS  
at the Jackson Madison 

County Library: 

(from Mike Baker,  
Media Librarian) 

 
 

Music CDs 
 

Heard it in a Past Life 

 by Maggie Rogers 

So Familiar 

 by Steve Martin &  

 Edie Brickell 

Hollywood Africans  

 by Jon Batiste 

Hits  

 by Joni Mitchell 

Girl  

 by Maren Morris 

 
 

DVDs 

Bumblebee 

The Mule 

Stan & Ollie 

Glass 

Replicas 

 

Audio Books 

Someone Knows  

 by Lisa Scottoline 

Book Of Dreams  

 by Nina George 

Lost Roses   

 by Martha Hall Kelly 

Fire & Blood   

 by George R. R. Martin 

Lucky Us  

 by Amy Bloom 

  “Change our Community,  
one word at a time!”  

http://www.arise2readjackson.org


FROM THE TENNESSEE ROOM 

by Jack D. Wood, Tennessee Room Librarian 

The Tennessee Room is working toward improving its allocation of space.  We are hoping to increase our 

book shelf, archival shelf, and vertical file capacities, as well as improving our security for materials. We 

are also seeking to improve our microfilm reading/copying capability and creating more efficient staff/

volunteer work spaces.   

So far… 

We have doubled our vertical file capacity, from 10 to 20 lateral file drawers.  This is also solving a 

dilemma we’ve had in what to do with loose ephemera donated to us.  Vertical files are generally not 

archival, while ephemera are.  By combining them together, in acid-free folders and using acid free boxes 

as dividers in the filing cabinets, we can free up some space on the archival shelves for collections needing 

to be stored in archival boxes on those shelves.  Likewise, our vertical files become more archival in 

nature, including not only mere informational material, but ephemera as well.  

We have purchased two additional Scan Pro digital microfilm reader/scanners and are awaiting the two 

computers necessary to run them.  This will give us a battery of three Scan Pro machines with which to 

improve the quality of our patrons’ microfilm research. 

Meanwhile… 

The Tennessee Room has a new volunteer.  Ron Pennell has been processing the Neely Murdoch 

Collection, a small grouping of newspaper clippings, letters, WWII  memorabilia and photographs.   He is 

also beginning to examine a recently donated group of photographs pertaining to the Cades Motor 

Company of Jackson, TN. 

Volunteer Sandra Kelly continues extracting information into an Excel spreadsheet from The Jackson 

Fire Department fire log books.  She has completed the year 1947.  The log books cover the period, 1920 -

1982. 

Volunteer, Linda Freeman continues to sort through and organize the Jackson Sun Photograph collection.  

Most of the photos are related to newspaper articles that  appeared in the paper in the 1970s and 80s. 

Volunteer Starla Dougan is consulting with Tennessee Room Archivist, Evelyn Keele on the next steps 

necessary in the processing of the Business History Collection. 

Volunteer, Ricky Long is processing a collection of about 60 World War II letters that had been rescued 

from a garbage can and recently donated to the Tennessee Room. 

Staff member Jimmy Wilkins, continues to index the obituaries in the Jackson Sun.  Having started with 

the January 1, 1936 issue, he is now working in February 1967.  This index has proven to be an invaluable 

tool to both staff and patrons.  

Most importantly, the support we receive from the Friends of the Library and the Library Foundation is a 

vital component toward achieving our goal to provide a meaningful and useful special collections 

department in the library.  As always, thank you very much. 

Most importantly, the support we receive from the Friends of the Library 

and the Library Foundation is a vital component toward achieving  

our goal to provide a meaningful and useful special collections  

department in the library.  As always, thank you very much. 
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TRUSTEES COLUMN 

by Elaine Christian 

The first line in the aria “Summertime” by George Gershwin in his 1935 opera, Porgy and Bess, replays 

in my mind often during this time of year: “Summertime an’ the livin’ is easy.” Performed as a lullaby, it 

makes sense when you think about the ease of summers from the perspective of a child, but as any 

parent or grandparent knows, summertime certainly isn’t easy. From family trips to coming up with 

activities to keep the little ones busy, summers definitely have an energy unmatched by the other 

seasons. 

The work of our library is certainly no different. As chair of the Library Board of Trustees, I witness 

firsthand the hard work and dedication of our library staff and volunteers in making summers exciting 

for all ages. We cannot thank the Friends enough for supporting our summer programs, because it gives 

us the opportunity to make this special time easy for the community to explore our library and to take 

advantage of the wonderful programs and events.  

I also want to thank our team of volunteers on the Library Foundation Board. They have been working 

diligently to plan two upcoming events that you will not want to miss. Planning these fundraising events 

no doubt takes lots of hard work, thanks to our “Dream Team” of volunteers, but are easy ways for you 

to support the ongoing work of our library.  

On Tuesday, May 21, I have the privilege 

of sharing something I am passionate 

about: traveling the world. At 5:30 p.m. 

in the Parish Hall of St. Luke’s Episcopal 

Church, I will present “Unexpected 

Africa: More than a Safari,” to share the 

sights, sounds and tastes I experienced 

on my 50 day tour of Africa that included 

experiencing migration in Masai Mara National Park, swimming in Devil's Pool at the edge of Victoria 

Falls, and an epicurean culinary tour of Cape Town, South Africa.  Tickets are $35 and can be purchased 

by calling or stopping by the Library or the North Branch. The evening will include wine and heavy hors 

d'oeuvres.  

The Foundation is also excited to announce our speaker at this year’s Ninth Annual Books of Madison 

County fundraising event. It will be held on Monday, August 19 at the Jackson Fairgrounds and will 

feature author and attorney, Bill Haltom. While Bill currently lives in Memphis, his family is originally 

from Jackson. His numerous books have covered the lives of accomplished Tennesseans such as Pat 

Summitt and Senator Howard Baker, as well as a book, “Milk and Sugar: The Complete Book of 

Seersucker.” He also wrote a popular humor column for over 25 years for several newspapers including 

The Commercial Appeal and the Naples Daily News. A highly-regarded professional speaker, Bill will 

speak on southern humor and on the legacies of Summitt, Baker and others. Tickets will be on sale 

soon, so please mark your calendars and stay tuned for details. 

So I invite you to make our library a part of your summer, whether it’s stopping by to check out great 

book to enjoy on your travels, to attend a summer program, or to contribute to our work by purchasing 

tickets to these upcoming fundraisers. 
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