
 

THE SUMMER ISSUE 2021 

THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
by Ann Van der Linde, President - Friends of the Library Board 

 

Dear Friends,  

 

Well, have we done it? Have we survived the existential crisis of the 

pandemic, coming out the other side wiser, more caring, and more 

appreciative? Sometimes, I guess. Some of us didn’t mind so much 

the enforced isolation, while others of us went stir-crazy. But I bet all 

of us read a lot! What good company a book can be, taking our 

thoughts away from our daily worries for a while, showing us other 

perspectives, inspiring us to consider other problems than our own. 

Sometimes, even making us laugh! Readers, give thanks for writers! 

 

Please, come back to visit the library. There are books galore, 

probably on any subject you desire. And the Friends book sale still 

goes on: great, good, wonderful books for sale, cheap! Cheap! CHEAP! 

The book sale is how the Friends of the Library financially support the 

Library’s programs, so you can be a financial friend as well as a 

reading friend. Anytime is the time start your Friendship by filling out 

the form (available at the circulation desk) and paying your dues. We 

need you! Note: If you are already a Friend, the fall newsletter will 

contain a form for you to renew your membership.  

 

Join us for one more First Thursday, in June, when the library staff will 

tell us about some books they appreciate. Words to the wise, from the 

wise. Be there, or be square, even “in person” if you wish, masked 

and distanced, last First of the season. 

 

We so look forward to getting back to some kind of normal, seeing 

more friends at our First Thursdays, having refreshments... you know, 

the fun stuff. So, get started on the new normal: Come to your Library! 

 

Ann Van der Linde 

P.S. I still haven’t painted the by-number rose painting, or learned 

how to do calligraphy, even with all the how-to books. Projects to look 

forward to, right?  

 

Stay well and keep in touch,  

Ann Van der Linde 
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LIBRARY DIRECTOR’S COLUMN 
by Dinah Harris 

The Library continues to add new people and 

new programs in order to serve the people of 

Jackson-Madison County at the level they deserve.  

Recently, Hannah Clifton joined us as our new 

Circulation Manager. Hannah has library experi-

ence at Middleton and Bolivar Public Libraries. 

Come by and welcome her to Jackson.  

We recently added four Chromebooks to our  

circulating collection.  Also, the City of Jackson 

and the Library partnered on an AARP grant and 

received ten Facebook portals. The Facebook 

portals are for our patrons who are 65 years old 

and older. These devices are used specifically to 

log in to your Facebook account and have video 

calls with your Facebook contacts. They do  

require an internet connection. Five will rotate 

through local assisted living facilities, and five 

will be available for checkout at the library. The 

ones circulating from the library will be paired 

with a mi-fi device in order to ensure they will 

have an internet connection.  

The Library also upgraded our website! The  

website address is the same as well as all the 

links you are accustom to.  

 

Be sure and check out the column in this newslet-

ter that will give you all the information about the 

Library’s Summer Reading Program Plans. We are 

so thankful for the Friends of the Library who spon-

sor this program. We couldn’t do it without them. 

page 02 

The Library has made another step toward  

moving back to normal. We have increased the 

number of seats available in the computer lab 

and throughout the library to use library services. 

Masks are recommended but not required. Our 

meeting rooms are available for booking. We will 

continue to offer curbside for anyone who prefers 

to access the library’s materials in that way.  

We hope to see you this summer! 

 

 

HOOKED ON BOOKS 
 

I’d Rather Be READING 

by Anne Bogel 

I wasn't on the hunt for a new book to read BUT 

how could I pass them by at Ollie's. I made it 

through the countless stacks to the INSPIRATIONAL 

section. I need inspiration every day. That's 

where I found this small gift-sized book. 

I'd Rather Be Reading (The Delights and  

Dilemmas of the Reading Life)  

by author Ann Bogel  

 

I even learned the defini-

tion of a bibliophile. I'm 

not quite to that point yet, 

but I might be close. I'm 

so charmed by this book, 

I'm thinking of buying a 

few more to give to my 

reader friends. 

 

contributed by Jan Hetzler 
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SOMETHING TO LOOK  

FORWARD TO 

 

The Library Foundation is planning an event for 

August 3 at the Fairground.   Music will be the 

theme. They are planning to have several speak-

ers with special expertise in the music of West 

Tennessee. So keep your ears and eyes open for 

more details of this event. Details will be on the 

JMC Library web and Facebook pages as they 

become available. Get your party clothes ready 

and check out the list of speakers.   

 

Roger Stolle is coming from Clarksdale, MS. He 

has written extensively about delta blues...most 

recent book is Mississippi Juke Joint Confidential. Learn 

more at his website: https://www.cathead.biz/

roger-stolle 

 

Robert Gordon has written several books largely 

focused on Memphis soul, specifically artists 

who recorded on the Stax label. Think Otis  

Redding, Isaac Hayes, Sam & Dave and many 

more. He is an author and an award winning 

filmmaker, having won both an Emmy and a 

Grammy. Website is: https://

therobertgordon.com/about 

 

The final author is Shawn Pitts from Selmer. He 

has been published in numerous journals about 

the rockabilly era, specifically Carl Perkins’s  

early years before he was picked up by Sun  

Records. Here is a link to one of his articles.  

https://www.southerncultures.org/article/

discovering-carl/ 

BOOK REVIEWS 
 

Lily and the Octopus 

by Steven Rowley 

If you are a dog lover, you 

will love this story about a 

Lily, a dachshund, and her 

enamored owner Ted. Lily's 

well-being is threatened.  

The story reflects back on  

happy and challenging 

times experienced in the 

relationship between Ted 

and Lily. Amazingly, Lily 

and Ted have thoughtful, philosophical  

conversations that promote Ted's personal 

growth. An interesting twist! 

 

Good Things I Wish You 

by A. Manette Ansay 

We get to know five people in this book. Three 

of them Clara Schumann, Robert Schumann, 

and Johannes Brahms 

are long dead. Jeanette 

is writing a book about 

Clara Schumann her 

life as an artist, wife, 

composer, mother, and 

her relationship with 

the two other well-

known composers, her 

husband Robert  

Schumann and the 

much younger  

Johannes Brahms. She 

uses the epistolary for-

mat in a very unique and interesting way. She 

shares photos and letters written by the three  

of them to each other. 

https://www.cathead.biz/roger-stolle
https://www.cathead.biz/roger-stolle
https://therobertgordon.com/about
https://therobertgordon.com/about
https://www.southerncultures.org/article/discovering-carl/
https://www.southerncultures.org/article/discovering-carl/
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Jeanette, recently divorced, has an ongoing 

email correspondence (epistolary?) with a "male 

friend" who helps her navigate feeling triggered 

by this new stage of her life. The fifth character 

is Hart a busy free spirit that speaks German 

and is able to help with the translations needed 

for the book that she is writing about the historic 

trio.  An enjoyable, quick, read!  

both reviews contributed by Karen Codjoe 

 
TEEN ROOM 

contributions by Oliver Reiger 

The past year has been strange and anxiety-

filled, but at least I’ve managed to get some 

reading in! Today I’d like to share a few book rec-

ommendations from the young adult collection. 

Though these books are marketed toward a teen 

audience, the strong writing, nuanced characters, 

and interesting stories are likely to appeal to 

readers ages 13 to 113 (with some wiggle room 

on either side). 

Chlorine Sky 

by Mahongany L. Browne 

My first recommendation is Chlorine Sky, by 

Mahogany L. Browne. Published in 2020,  

Chlorine Sky is a novel in verse, 

told from the point of view of a 

teen girl who is learning the 

highs and lows of first love, 

changing friendships, and  

family difficulties. This one is a 

quick read, but you may want 

to take your time and re-read 

many of the individual poems 

that make up the overall story. 

Love, Hate and Other Filters 

by Samira Ahmed 

Ed. Note: While YA books are being recom-

mended let me put in my 2¢ and add Love, Hate 

and Other Filters by Samira Ahmed. My grand-

daughter and I both read and were caught up in 

this contemporary coming of 

age story about an Indian-

American Muslim teen set in 

the Chicago suburbs. Family 

conflicts over where Maya will 

attend college and being a 

proper daughter while  

The Light in Hidden Places 

by Sharon Cameron 

If you’re a fan of historical fiction based in World 

War II, check out The Light in Hidden Places by 

Sharon Cameron. Set in Poland during the  

German occupation, The Light in Hidden Places 

is a fictionalized retelling of  

actual events, researched by 

the author with the aid of the  

never-published memoir of  

the main character, Stefania 

Podgórska. Stefania, who was 

a teenager during the war,  

became the head of her house-

hold when the Jewish family for whom she has 

been working is forced to move into the ghetto. 

As the Nazi occupation progresses, Stefania and 

her younger sister, Helena, choose to hide thir-

teen Jewish people in their home rather than 

allow the German army to take them. The story 

is tense, emotional, and breathtaking; and, if 

you’re like me, you won’t be able to help looking 

up more details of the real Stefania “Fusia” 

Podgórska after you’ve finished reading.  
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Before the Ever After 

by Jacqueline Woodson 

Before the Ever After by Jacqueline Woodson is 

another historical fiction, although this one 

doesn’t go quite as far back. Set in the late 

1990s and early 2000s, Before the Ever After 

tells the story of young ZJ and his father, who is 

a professional football player. As the story pro-

gresses, ZJ’s dad begins to 

experience crippling head-

aches, personality changes, 

and difficulty with vision, 

balance, and memory. At 

first, doctors are unable to 

tell him or his family why 

these symptoms are occur-

ring, but eventually, connec-

tions are made between other football players 

who have similar problems. This book looks at 

the period of time in which CTE, or chronic  

traumatic encephalopathy was first recognized 

as a health issue that plagued many professional 

football players; and it does so from the point of 

view of a player’s son, who is afraid for his  

father. This book is also told in verse, and 

Woodson’s poetry makes a poignant story that 

much more impactful. 

Truly Devious 

by Maureen Johnson 

If you’re looking for a murder mystery, try Truly 

Devious by Maureen Johnson. Set at an eccen-

tric boarding school in Vermont, Truly Devious 

follows two mysteries simultaneously: the 1930s  

exploring her own feelings and interests take 

place against a real world background of  

conflict, danger and fear.  

kidnapping of the school’s millionaire founder’s 

wife and daughter, and the present-day death of 

one of the school’s students. Stevie Bell, also a 

student, originally came to 

study the 1930s mystery, but 

will she also solve the mystery 

surrounding the death of her 

classmate, or is she going to be 

another unexpected murder 

victim at the remote and  

unusual Ellingham Academy?  

If you’d like more book recommendations, stop 

by the Main Library downtown and talk to me  

in the Teen Room! I love matching readers up  

with books. 
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SUMMER READING PROGRAM 2021 
by Jennifer Kilburn, Shayne Plunk, and Oliver Reiger 

It is no surprise that the Summer Reading  

Program will look a little different this year.  

We were challenged to find a way to engage  

the community, especially children, while  

following safety guidelines regarding COVID-19. 

While it was difficult, we are proud of what we 

have created. 

Our Summer Reading Program will run from 

June 1 through July 17. Patrons of all ages can 

participate in our challenges, which are geared 

toward encouraging literacy, for chances to win 

prize bundles. Challenges can be picked up at 

any time during the summer reading program, 

and completed challenges can be dropped off  

at either library location. The last day to turn in 

completed challenges for a chance to win will  

be July 17. 

Children can look forward to Playdate in the 

Park and Legos at the Library. Playdate in the 

Park is intended for children from birth to five 

years old, and will take place at Conger Park 

every Saturday from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m. We 

will be able to create new library cards, and  

children may check out a book from the selec-

tion provided. It may be hot, so don’t forget  

sunscreen and a drink! 

Legos at the Library is intended for children five 

to twelve years old and will be at the Main  

Library on Tuesdays from 1 p.m. until 2 p.m. 

and Thursdays from 10 a.m. until 11 a.m.  

Pre-registration is required for this program.  

We will have Legos set out in the Program  

Center for participants to build and play.  

We’ve been missing our teen patrons, and will 

be resuming Anime Club this summer on June 

1, and will be meeting the first and third Tues-

days of every month from 3:00 to 4:00 p.m. 

Ages for Anime Club are 13 to 18. Anime is 

shown via Crunchyroll, and all programs are 

rated G, PG, or PG-13 per myanimelist.com. 

Teens (13+) and adults alike may enjoy a  

selection of horror movies shown outside in 

Rotary Park next to the Main Library. “Tails of 

Terror” features animal themed horror movies, 

including Tremors, Crawl, Cujo, and Alfred 

Hitchcock’s classic The Birds. These will be 

shown every other Friday evening at 7 p.m., 

with rain dates between. Please check our 

Summer Library Program Guide for specific 

dates and movie ratings. We will also provide 

lemonade for everyone in attendance. 

For ages 8 and up, the library will also host  

an escape room based around the popular 

franchise Animal Crossing. Though these 

games are wildly popular with children, they 

also hold a special place in the hearts of many 

teens and adults. Groups of up to six may  

register for a time to participate in the escape 

room, which will challenge their reading skills, 

problem solving skills and teamwork. Patrons 

may call the library or register online for their 

time.  

Crafts are always a big component of any  

Summer Reading Program, and we embraced 

that this year with some great take-home crafts 

kits! From Shrinky Dinks to pet rocks, pet toys 

to bee gardens, we will be providing weekly 

Take and Make bags to every participating 

household, as long as supplies hold out. Each 

family may take one new craft every Tuesday, 

which are distributed on a first-come,  

first-served basis. 
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A Note of Thanks to the Friends of the Library  

The $300 donation provides 12 books for 12 

children for a year, which includes the price of 

the book and shipping.  YAY, Friends of the 

Library! 

As you know, Books at the Barn has been the 

groups’ biggest fundraiser, so we are having to 

get creative to sponsor a non-event, which still 

raises funds.  We are currently serving almost 

5,000 kids per month.  The book bill each 

month is almost $5,000 also!  That’s a bunch 

of kids—and books.  When they “graduate” 

from Imagination Library, each child has a  

library of 60 books.  Wouldn’t it be wonderful 

if all those books were read and reread?   

Thank you, Friends, for the donation on behalf 

of literacy in Madison County.  

Ken Newman for the Imagination Library 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS TO LIVE BY for ALL OCCASIONS   

contributed by Ann Van der Linde 

 

 “Gardening can be a source of joy and frustra-

tion. I will never have the time or energy to do 

everything I plan or want to accomplish. I en-

joy gardening so much more when I let go of 

trying to control it all. Try to be patient, devel-

op a tolerance for disorder and find pleasure in 

serendipity.” Shannon Curley, May/June 2021, 

Horticulture Magazine. 

 “If you need shade, plant a tree. If you need 

sun, cut one down.” Scott Beuerlein, May/June 

2021, Horticulture Magazine. 

Also be sure to keep an eye on all of our social 

media, where we will be posting photo and vid-

eo submission prompts. 

We have all of this and more planned for the 

2021 Summer Reading Program. We hope to 

see you all come in and participate as we contin-

ue to provide opportunities for learning and en-

gagement for our community. 

As always, we are very grateful to our Friends of 

the Library, who generously provide the library 

with the funds needed to make the Summer 

Reading Program possible each and every year! 

Thank you! 



 

Friends of the 
JMC Library 
433 East Lafayette Street 

Jackson, TN 38301 
731-425-8600 

 
Visit Us Online at:  

www.jmclibrary.org 

NON-PROFIT ORG. 

US POSTAGE 

PAID 

JACKSON, TN 

PERMIT NO. 17 

FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY BOARD feel free to contact us 

President 
Ann Van der Linde  
731-736-2433  

 

Vice-President 
(Membership)  
Janet Hetzler 
731-225-6053 

 Vice-President 
 (Programs) 
 Karen Codjoe 
 731-661-9208 

  Treasurer 
  Sue Davis 
  731-422-1319 
 

Secretary 
Wanda Scanlon 
731-394-7985 

 

JUNE FIRST THURSDAY PROGRAM • IN PERSON OR ZOOM 
 

 

June 3 — Your Library Staff talks about books: Brendan, Brooke, Dinah, Jennifer,  

                                                                   Lantonio, Maddie, Ollie, and Shayne 

 

To Zoom from home, email Dinah Harris at dharris@madisoncountytn.gov sometime before the event. 

To attend the Program Center at the Main Library, please call Sue Barnes at 731-422-5253. 

Information Officer 
Kathleen Huneycutt 
731-668-5996 
 
 

Refreshments 
Sharla Amirault 
731-664-8854  

 
 

Daryl Hubbard 
731-616-5726 
 
 

 

Dr. Jerry Woods   
731-424-6325 
 

 

    Patti Simpson 
    615-289-0777 

EX Officio:  JMCL Director: Dinah Harris 

Editor: Sue Ann Barnes   Literary Resource: James Cherry 

http://www.jmclibrary.org/

