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THE PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
by Ann Van der Linde, President - Friends of the Library Board 

Hello fellow Friends,  

 

“Time really does fly when you are having fun”, doesn’t it? We  

look way out there to future plans, then…boom, it’s happening 

tomorrow! FoL has had a busy month, what with going live with 

First Thursdays again, hosting a poet from Colorado in mid-October, 

having a table at the International Art and Food Festival, and now 

getting ready to have a blow-out book sale at the library on 

November 13. Then, another First Thursday! The President of  

Lane College will be our December 2 speaker. If you still feel  

shut in, maybe a bit anxious about going out, a little unsocial,  

come join us at the library. Our events are short and sweet and a 

good way to begin being “out there” again. Besides, we miss you.  
 

“There’s an app for that,” and it’s a good one! You can do One Stop 

Shopping at the library’s new app, handling all your library needs 

(but the social ones) from wherever you want. Go to your App Store, 

download the JMC library app and “Bob’s yur uncle!” Even I could 

do it, and that is saying a lot.  

 

We hope to see you soon,  

Ann Van der Linde 

Spice Cake Mix Cookies 

Recipe by Sharla Amirault 

Photo by Janet Hetzler 

1 box spice cake mix 
2 eggs 
2 cups uncooked oatmeal--not instant 
¾ cup cooking oil 
¼ cup dark brown sugar 
½ cup milk 

Optional 

1 cup raisins 
1 cup chopped nuts 
2 cups chocolate chips 

Mix all ingredients together, drop by  
spoonfuls onto cookie sheet lined with  
parchment paper. 

Bake 350 degrees for 12-18 minutes,  
centers must be soft. 

Let partially cool on pan before  
removing to cooling rack.  

The library now has an app for all 

of your mobile library needs! On 

October 1, the Library officially 

launched the JMC Library app. The 

app is available in the Google Play 

Store and the Apple App Store.  

We wanted to make it easier for mobile users to access the library, without 

having to go through the web browser on their device.  Once you download 

the app you will be able to browse the catalog, access your library account, 

see all library resources, view upcoming events and so much more. 

We are very excited to be able to connect to our patrons in a whole new way!  

If you have any trouble or problems with the app, please contact the library 

at 731-425-8600. 

IN THIS ISSUE 
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As we enter the holiday season, we once again 

give thanks for all the library’s supporters  

including our City and County Elected Officials, 

our Mayors, our Library Board, the Friends of 

the Library, and the Library Foundation. We  

are thankful for our users and a dedicated,  

passionate library staff. We are also thankful  

for some great news to share with you! 

First, the Library is partnering with the Jackson-

Madison County School System to provide  

students access to the library’s e-book  

collection. Students have access to an app 

called SORA (Student Overdrive Reading App). 

The SORA app is connected to the content from 

the Library’s e-book collection. Students can use 

their student identification numbers to check 

out age-appropriate books. We are so excited 

about this partnership and have plans to expand 

it in the future to allow students to use their  

student id numbers to check out physical  

materials from the library as well.  

Our second big announcement occurred on  

October 1 when the library launched our very 

own app! We are one of the very first libraries  

in the state to have their own app. You can use 

it to browse the catalog, access your library  

account, see library resources, view upcoming 

events, and more! You can even get notifica-

tions for special events, announcements, and 

promotions. Search the Apple App Store or 

Google Play Store for “Jackson-Madison County 

Library” to download it for free! 

Last but certainly not least, I am proud to  

announce that the library was just awarded an 

ARPA (America Rescue Plan Act) Grant from 

the Tennessee State Library and Archives in the  

amount of $48,000.  Funds from the grant will 

be used to update technology at the library,  

install a permanent video conferencing system 

in the Library Board Room, purchase new  

laptops for the Maker Space, add a film/slide 

scanner to the Tennessee Room, add 10 Kindle  

Paperwhites (e-book readers) to the  library’s  

circulating collection, provide additional money  

for digital and physical library books, and  

provide new computer and tablet desks in the 

children’s area to allow for social distancing.  
 

Happy Holidays, Jackson-Madison County! 

REFLECTIONS ON WORKING IN  
THE TENNESSEE ROOM 

by Brendan Rowe 

Recently, I have been reading John William’s 

novel Stoner and a passage from it struck me  

as being critically important; when the title  

character, William Stoner, is discussing his  

decision to enlist in the Army as the First World 

War is being joined by America, an elderly pro-

fessor says to him “there are wars and defeats 

and victories of the human race that are not  

military and that are not recorded in the annals 

of history”. At any other point earlier in my life,  

I might have glanced over this passage without 

thought, but as I have been working in the  

Tennessee Room, with the specific focus on  

processing documents and artifacts, this quote  

is at its most prescient. 

The study of history often focuses upon the  

charismatic individual, your Julius Caesar or your 

George Washington, with little attention paid to 

the defeats and victories experienced by people 

like you and me, but the stories of these little 

people matter, and it is these stories that I’ve 

had the opportunity to become familiar with. 

Let me share the story of Hermon Hawkins. By 

his own admission, he was a failure as a busi-

nessman, relying upon the savvy of his father-in-

law and the good will of his neighbors to make 

ends meet. It wasn’t until his wife, Rachel,  

almost died in childbirth that he felt the need to 

do something new, and so, approaching the age 

of 40, Hawkins attended Vanderbilt with the 

goal of becoming a doctor. His specialty was  

obstetrics, and his motivation in pursuing this 

became obvious in reading his letters and in  

becoming familiar with his personality and his 

thoughts, and yet he managed to translate the 

trauma over nearly losing his wife into finding  

himself in such a position where he could  

prevent other people from experiencing such a  

devastating loss. He worked around Jackson as  

a doctor for nearly four decades after, quietly  

performing the duties expected of him while also 

proving himself to be a competent historian,  

gaining some recognition through his imparting 

of first-hand knowledge of Jackson around the 

1880’s. Alas, time has a way of creeping up on 

everyone. He survived Rachel by three years, 

and her loss caused him to move out of their  
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house, and it passed between three different  

families before Danny Walker, a former employee 

of the Jackson Sun, felt the gnaw of curiosity and  

collected documents and interviews related to 

Hawkins and his life. In his autobiography, penned 

originally for his family, he contemplates thus: “I 

know I am an old man and will swiftly be forgot-

ten”. I chuckled when I first read that line, smugly 

satisfied with the fact that I may be able to prove 

him wrong.  

 

TAPS 

contributed by Sharla Amirault 

On Veterans Day, after watching the ceremony at 

the tomb of the Unknown Soldier, I refreshed my 

memory on the origin and significance of playing 

this bugle call during flag ceremonies and at  

military funerals by the United States Armed  

Forces.  There are many legends about the  

origination of Taps.   

Some sources say it comes from the early 17
th
  

century Dutch phrase "doe den tap toe" (turn off 

the tap) a signal sounded by drummers or trumpet-

ers to warn innkeepers near military garrisons to 

stop serving beer and for soldiers to return to their 

barracks.  The tune was used in the U.S. from 

1835 until 1860 and in 1862 was arranged in its 

present form by Brigadier General Daniel  

Butterfield to replace a previous bugle call used to 

signal "lights out". .  During a time when our nation 

was divided and brothers fought against brothers,  

General Butterfield had no idea that a simple  

bugle call would come to unite us in  

remembrance of all who served. 

Within months, "Taps" was used by both Union 

and Confederate forces and was officially  

recognized by the United States Army in 

1874.  Although "Taps" was used for many types 

of military ceremonies and memorials, it became  

a standard component to U.S. military funerals in 

1891. Taps is not reserved for military funerals  

only, but after 9-11, also First Responders 

Taps is a bugle call -- a signal, not a song.  As 

such, there was no associated lyric.  Words to  

accompany the bugle call have been attributed  

to Horace Lorenzo Trim.  

Day is done, gone the sun, 

From the sea, from the hills, from the sky; 

All is well, safely rest, God is nigh. 

To Thy hands we, our souls, Lord commend. 

 

For anyone who has experienced the playing  

of "Taps" at a funeral, the emotion brought on  

by the song is hard to ignore. 

Hurray! The One Day Book Sale is successfully  

completed! We made some money (about $700)  

and got rid of many books. Many, many thanks to  

you who helped us box/unbox, shelve/un-shelved,  

and generally be happy salespeople for the sale. The 

book room is again ready to receive books for the 

Never-Ending Sale. And we had 27 new or renewing 

members! Wonderful!  

 

Give and Get Books  

Yes, the One Day Book Sale is over, but the sale  

of books on the shelves in the hall continues. Your 

donations are welcome again. There were a few 

months where they were accepted, but not welcome, 

because we had no space in our sorting area. We 

have breathing room now. Christmas Books are on 

display. Be sure to look at the hall shelves as well as 

our red cart by the north entrance at the Main Library 

and check out the sale shelves at North Branch as 

well. 
 

First Thursday  

The First Thursdays are back. You do not need to call 

to come, just come and enjoy refreshments again. 

Coffee and treats will be available, so come a little 

before noon and enjoy them and your lunch. We will 

be welcoming Dr. Logan Hampton president of Lane 

College for the December program. His title is “The 

Importance of a Liberal Arts Education”. Zoom is still 

available if you are not yet going to public events and 

remember you can look at the video of the meeting at 

any time on our Facebook page: https://

www.facebook.com/jmclfriends/ 

https://www.facebook.com/jmclfriends/
https://www.facebook.com/jmclfriends/
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ADULT SERVICES 
by Shayne Plunk 

As winter approaches, I find myself amazed by 

all of the participation we have gotten from our 

programs and events lately.  

In September, the library partnered with the 

Jackson Center for Independent Living (JCIL) for 

what was supposed to be a single American Sign 

Language class. It was streamed on Facebook 

Live, had great attendance, and also sparked an 

ongoing partnership in which we did three more 

classes, completely for free. JCIL has also  

graciously offered to partner with us for the  

foreseen future, and we will be offering four ASL 

courses every quarter, starting again in January!  

In October, we did a lot of outreach. We had 

booths at the West Tennessee State Fair,  

Jackson Pride, Jackson International Food and 

Arts Festival, and the Jackson-Madison County 

School System’s Family Fun Day. Turnout to 

these events were all really astounding and we 

love being able to show our community how we 

can provide resources for all situations.  

We have also started a couple of new ongoing 

programs that we would love to see even more 

attendance at. 

Podcast Art Hour is every Monday at 11 a.m. 

We encourage people of all artistic backgrounds 

to come and use our supplies to just create art 

while listening to an “edutaining” podcast.  

Watercolor painting, coloring, charcoal drawing,  

sculpting and more are offered, and you don’t 

have to bring anything but yourself. 

For Halloween, we had an afterhours screening 

of The Addams Family (2018) in the Program 

Center, and had over twenty attendees of  

varying ages! We plan to continue this and to try 

and experiment with more afterhours movie 

screenings monthly, and possibly some other 

programs as well. 

In December, the library will have plenty of  

holiday programs to entertain. Our Community 

Holiday Party will be Dec. 14 from noon until 2 

p.m. We will have a potluck and do small  

giveaways and prizes, craft ornaments, and 

share pictures from patrons in the spirit of 

“Christmas Past”. If you want a holiday photo 

taken, we will be offering that to our patrons 

throughout the month. Also, for the first half of 

December, we will be scanning holiday photos  

to be digitized and sent to you so you always 

have them with you! 

In January, we will see the return of our Winter 

Blues Bingo. Break out of the cycle of boredom 

during the coldest months with some reading 

challenges to keep you busy and possibly win 

some prizes!  

February will let us show off our Library Love 

Letters, a new Valentine’s Day-centric program 

where you can show what books you have a 

deep love for. We will also have various Black 

History Month celebrations, including movie 

screenings, programs about Madison County’s 

Black History, and plenty more! 

Always be sure to check our Facebook, website 

and program guides for the most up-to-date  

information on our programs and events! Keep 

up to date with our Adult Blog (on our website 

or by going to jmcladults.wordpress.com) to get 

book reviews and suggestions as well as to find 

information about our services and resources!  
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CHILDREN’S DEPARTMENT 
by Jennifer Brewer Kilburn 

 

The Children’s Department didn’t miss a beat 

getting back into the swing of things after the 

Covid cancellations.  We are back to doing story 

times, book clubs, and special programming  

and we are bursting with even more energy  

than before.   

If you 

visit the 

l i b r a r y 

d u r i n g 

t h e 

morn ing 

hours on 

Tuesdays 

or Fridays 

y o u 

won’t be able to miss the happy sounds of Story 

Time coming from the Children’s Department.  

Our crowds have been busting at the seams with 

mostly new-to-the-library babies and toddlers.  

We sing a few songs, have hilarious talks, and 

read two books, then we end with a craft.  The 

little ones grow up so quickly and we love 

watching them grow and learn at the library.  It’s 

a great opportunity to expose them to other chil-

dren, to the written word, and to songs, rhymes, 

and group activities.  If you know anyone looking 

for a way to spend an hour each week with a 

child, send them our way Tuesdays at 10:30 

a.m. or Fridays at 10 a.m.! 

We’ve added a story time at the Casey Jones  

Village this year and it’s been a huge hit as well.  

That one is a bit different because we are using 

the monthly themes chosen by the Jackson/

Madison County Bicentennial committee.  It’s 

also a little different because the restaurant 

sends over a small snack each week (We don’t 

usually do snacks in the library).  For any little 

train enthusiasts, (or snack enthusiasts!), or just 

families with free time on Wednesday mornings, 

join us in the Train Museum at 10:30 a.m. 

Family Book Club is just a delightful program 

and I’m so happy it’s back and running again,  

this time with an all-new group of home-

schooled kids and their moms.  We choose a 

chapter book each month for the families to 

read aloud at home.  So far, we’ve done Toys 

Go Out by Emily Jenkins, The Willoughbys by 

Lois Lowry, and The Hoboken Chicken Emer-

gency by Daniel Pinkwater.  We gather for an 

hour each week in the Program Center or the 

park and play games, make crazy crafts, and 

talk about the book.  

It’s so fun to get to 

know these home-

schooling families so 

well.  New friends are 

made each week. The 

moms love it as much 

as the kids, I think.  

Book Club meets on 

Thursdays at 10:30 

a.m. or Fridays at 11 

a.m. 

Tuesday afternoons are for Lego blocks and 

crafts!  All ages of kids get together in the  

Program Center and 

dig through the  

library’s collection of 

blocks, bricks, and  

also the huge bin of 

random art supplies.  

W e ’ v e  m a d e  

castles, trains, super 

pota t oes ,  tu rkey  

puppets, and paper 

dolls with accessories.  

Whatever their little 

minds can dream up, they can try to create  

during Lego/Crafternoons Tuesdays at 3 p.m. 

We’re looking forward to a cozy, busy winter.  

We’ll have a visit from Santa, many  

opportunities for crafting, and some reading 

contests on the way.   

Bundle up the kids 

and bring them  

to see us! 



 

BOOK REVIEWS 
 

The Enchantment of Books 

by Ann Van der Linde 

 

Sometimes a revisit to a favorite read from long 

ago is a pleasant and worthwhile trip. I recently 

reread Mary Stewart’s trilogy about Merlin and 

King Arthur, and I enjoyed 

it as much as I did 40 

years ago. The Crystal 

Cave, The Hollow Hills, 

and The Last Enchantment 

tell a version of the Arthu-

rian legends, which are 

such a part of history for 

many people, even though 

we don’t know positively 

that Arthur lived and 

r e i g n e d  a s  i s  

described. The stories are full of adventure, 

courage, moral choices, and mystery. Mary 

Stewart is a competent writer, and she tells the 

stories well. All three books are written to tell 

the stories from Merlin’s perspective, and the 

fun is in finding out what the real magic was 

and what the “spin” was. And then, it’s fun to 

watch Hollywood’s version of the legends; there 

are several newish movies on Netflix. 
 

The library found The Crystal Cave for me, I 

bought The Hollow Hills from Amazon, and I got 

The Last Enchantment from the FOL book 

shelves. A happy find. 

Review by Ann Van der Linde   

JMCL has book, audio book and video 
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African-American Literature 

Book Club Meetings 

(Information provided by Herbert Slack,  

Anita Brooks, and Bill Winston.) 

 

Bill Winston, a member of the book club,  

related that the club will begin meeting at the  

downtown branch of the library starting in  

January 2022.  

The Club reviews books that are authored by  

Black Americans, about the African American  

experience and culture. Those include, books 

about Justice Thurgood Marshal, Trevor Noah,  

Dr. Martin Luther King, President Barack Obama, 

Michelle Obama, and many, many more. 

The group is led by founder Mr. Herbert Slack and 

has been in existence for over twenty years.  The 

group is informal with no dues. It is interest in the 

literature brings the members together. They have 

had Zoom meetings during the pandemic but will 

enjoy being in person again at the library and  

welcome those curious to attend a meeting. These 

are in the Board Room at the Main JMC Library 

on Lafayette Street the last Tuesday of the month 

at 6 pm. Mr. Slack says the group welcomes  

visitors to the meeting, especially other library  

patrons.  

Two books recently reviewed by the club were 

Born a Crime by Trevor Noah, in October, for 

which Bill Winston lead discussion and Mrs. 

Lynette Johnson leads the group discussion on 

Passing by Nella Larsen in November. 

The first meeting the club in the new year will be 

at the Main Library on Tuesday, January 25, 

2022 at 6 p.m. Daryl Hubbard will lead the group 

discussion on a book titled, Critical Race  

Theory, which is a compilation of several authors. 

Born a Crime 

by Trever Noah 

An Audio Book Experience by Sue Ann Barnes 

My husband and I took our first trip to California 

in October to see family we had not seen in  

person since August of 2019. The visit was 

great. But, a new to us experience was listening 

to a book while driving on those long stretches 

of western Interstate. (We did not listen if we 

were driving through a city.) 
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And with this wonder-

ful book, skillfully  

narrated by the  

author, the experience 

was filled with humor, 

emotion and infor-

mation. There was 

excitement and a few 

cliff hanging moments 

as well. To add to the 

experience, I was able to share in the discussion 

of this book with the African American  

Literature Book Club on a ZOOM from my  

brother’s home on our return trip.  

Our library has the book version in its collection 

if you want to read it. Unfortunately, an audio 

version of Born a Crime is not available at the 

moment, but I have requested it and if you 

would like to listen to it, add your request to 

mine.  If you have never listened to an audio 

book you can experience it for free via your  

library card when you check out the digital  

resources in our Library by looking on Libby or 

R.E.A.D.S. 

 

 

Sparked: George Floyd, Racism  

and the Progressive Illusion 

edited by Walter R. Jacobs,  

Wendy Thompson Taiwo, and Amy August 

review by Karen Codjoe 

 

This collection of essays was written by  

Minnesota's academic community in response to 

the murder of George Floyd. This book is an  

expansion of a project entitled "Wonderful/

Wretched Memories of Racial Dynamics in the 

Twin Cities, Mn”.  The project was published by 

the Minnesota Historical Society Press one year 

after the murder of George Floyd.  "Sparked" 

published in 2021 includes additional essays by 

BIPOC authors with a particular emphasis on 

Black Voices. A few of the essays 

were sparked by something read in the original 

"Wretched/Wonderful” series.   

Amy August's essay 

documents the history 

of racial disparities that 

exist in the Twin Cities 

despite Minnesota's 

reputation of being 

more literate, progres-

sive, and civic minded 

t h a n  o t h e r 

states.  Samuel Myers' 

essay entitled the 

"Minnesota Paradox" 

discusses the coexistence of 'Minnesota nice' with 

the brutal killing of George Floyd. 

The essays are 3-4 pages long and explore  the 

issues that are very germane to the race struggle. 

 

On Juneteenth 

by Annette Gordon-Reed 

review by Karen Codjoe  

Pulitzer Prize Winner and 

eminent historian Dr. Annette 

Gordon Reed discusses the 

i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e 

Juneteenth. Dr. Gordon Reed 

is a native of Texas and she 

weaves her own history as an 

African-American into the 

narrative that is dominated by 

cowboys, ranchers, and  

oilmen.  The Emancipation 

P r o c l a m a t i o n  i s s u e d  b y  

Abraham Lincoln January 1, 1863 freed en-

slaved persons living in non-union states. It 

was not until two and a half years later, on 

June 19, 1865, in Galveston, Tx that Major 

General Gordon Granger announced the end of 

slavery in Texas. She details how the Juneteenth 

holiday was celebrated in Texas for years.  The 

book provides a detailed history of Texas's  

origins and struggles for independence along 

with Texas' treatment of enslaved persons and  

indigenous peoples. 

Interesting Fact: The Six Flags waving over the 

amusement park represent the six different nations 

that have governed Texas:  Spain, France, Mexico, 

Republic of Texas, The United States of America, 

and The Confederate States of America.    
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FIRST THURSDAY PROGRAMS • NOON  
 

 December 2:  Dr. Logan Hampton, President-Lane College “The Importance of Liberal Arts Education” 

 January 6:  Lynne Henning with Raymond James “Financial Literacy in 2022”         

 February 3:  To be Announced  

 

 Program Center at the Main Library  •  Coffee/light refreshments will be served. You may bring your lunch. 

 The program is recorded and posted on the Friends of the Library Facebook Page. https://www.facebook.com/jmclfriends/ 

To Zoom from home, email Dinah Harris at dharris@madisoncountytn.gov sometime before the event. 

President 

 

Ann Van der Linde 

731-736-2433 

Vice-President 
(Membership) 

Janet Hetzler 

731-225-6053 

Vice-President  
(Programs) 

Karen Codjoe 

731-661-9208 

Treasurer 

 

Evan Thompson  

731-431-1104 

Secretary 

 

Wanda Scanlon 

731-394-7985 

Information Officer 

Kathleen Huneycutt 

731-668-5996 

Refreshments 

Sharla Amirault 

731-664-8854 

 

Daryl Hubbard 

731-616-5726 

 

Dr. Jerry Woods 

731-424-6325 

 

Patti Simpson 

615-289-0777 

Jean Marie Walls 

731-434-6325 

Laura Walker 

731-613-8540 
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